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issue five

Hands up everyone who never expected this miserable excuse for a Diplomacy variant
zine to see the light of day again... Sorry to disappoint you, and you can take that
whichever way it is applicable. College life does present a small problem when it
comes to zZine production - my admiration for all those who manage to produce a zine
regularly while they're at University has increased ten fold since I tried (and
failed) to do it myself. Anyone with any sort of social life must find the
temptation 1o enjoy yourself rather than typing up a zine to be almost insurmountable —
the exception of course being John Dodds — but then again I don't suppose Nazis have
much of a social life anyway. I fully admit that I cannot produce a zine every
four weeks for the foreseeable future — go I don't intend to try. All subscribers
will find cheques enclosed to cover your outstanding credit and all trades are
cancelled. However, V&U will continue in publication about 4 or 5 times a year,
being distributed free of cost to all editors and available to anyone else for a
S.a.es I want to continue my work with variants, cataloguing, designing, collecting
etc. so I will continue to administer the UKVB and maintain my links with the likes
of Michel Liesnard, Martin Janta-Polcznski- and Fred Davis. In return for sending
all UK publishers V&U for nothing all I ask is that they send me copies of any new
variants that they publish, and that they plug the UKVB from time to time.

I was very sad to hear of the fold of Bron Yr Aur — Pete is an excellent
character to have editing a Diplomacy zine, just think back to that little
disagreement he had with Clive Booth. I, for one, didn't notice the end coming -
BYA would have been a zine that I would have subbed to now that I'm cutting trades.
The times they are a changin’.

£

I've been meaning to mention that the variant currently being played in Duel
Purpose under the name Capitalist Diplomacy has rules which are 100% identical to
Bourse Mk X which was invented by Tony Crouch and first published in Rhubovia 37 and
38 back in April 1979. Give credit where credit is due.

Thanks to Michel Liesnard for sending me the rules of the Bruxellisme series of

variants, which I only received today. These are added to the UKVB stocks and
available to any interested parties.

This issue includes the rules of Napoleon, a new five player variant, the revised e
rules of English Civil War, some variant descriptions, UKVB list, and assorted
space fillers, That will probably be about standard for future issues, although I ¥

want to stress the UKVB role and try and get some variant gamestarts somewhere! I
almost filled my DotLotRatRotK list, I'll pass the names I have to a publisher who
would be willing to run a game., The India game which got underway will have to be

scratched because one player has withdrawn, quite reasonably considering the cock up
I made of producing this issue.

Editors may be bemused to know that our US friends are being as bureaucratic as
ever — I have received a voting form as a member of the DVC (Diplomacy Variant
Commission) to elect people to the VAP (Variant Awards Panel)! This voting form
includes such gems as one of the amendments to the DVC "ordinance" = "To increase the
size of the panel from 6 to 7, increase the number required to close an award from 3
to 4 and leave the ordinary majority of 4 and special majority of 6 unchanged."”
That's Robert Sacks talking... The closing date for the ballot is 1/1/81 -1
received my voting paper on 30/12/80!

I get my Mods (first public exam) second week of March — so you can expect %o
see V&U 6 around the end of March. Peace to you all etc.
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