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1g ha Thing cn the fMat 4 Sose, pleass con't forget the "The" when you
G names, no peexkdrdll, Lot no Tthe”, no resteaint on the dentist’s drill -
L
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I have friencs in high placss, you kncw.  Thing (carghl) comes cnee cvery b
m
]
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r tne present goverﬂmenb that's roughly every four weceks - I'm cartei
he moment, althouzn 1t's cifficult 5 pin down exactly why. Perhaps

joy of work, Psrhops I'm mad, Yes, that must bs ths exglanaticn. Subsidise this macman
now at the followingz rate

w

uf the hobby, and you caen et lzas

ent—wem wo Ul Pt ~hem tE Iking
Diplemacy games fovr lengevity,

~n

ze, &2 for zight anc £5 for twenty dlesuss. For this vou peot @ service

i f X t be thankful for that. God
ffici

' ~ut the NMR croblem anc how tc cure it - we'c be cwacding

lixe Uscars.

I am Peter Deublecay, of 302 Lordswood Ko, Harborne, Biemdigham B17 8AN, and I am
cided anc abeltec by
is

Chris Spall, Tor whose address see his bit on paes 23,

Suddenly T am struck by a lack of inspireticon. For those of you who wonder what this
is like, = can reveal that 1t's like besing hit clhor the nood with 2 scek full of vacoum.
Never mind, all I have to de is +ill the vacuum with a conbonts 1lish:

Fun»&x*v

~izl on dandruff. See how hirh you can get on dan
pp4=7 & neek inside B'?Pming_'hamu Itfs a2ll haptening herc, folks,
D89 An appeal on behalf of the excsllent Trevor Mencdham and his oxcellent product.

her less of en appeal on tohalf of Half Man, Half Bisnuit

rom Dick Bartcn, wio will Kill yeu, vercmy, Tullett, HBrian
liam Whyte, Deon el Grende, Anzy ik, Petc Birks and a large
£
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Guedf Challinger which cvercame me btefore I knew what was
happaenine.  I'm sorry, it wen't hasuon agcin. Ard Glowe)
L2 Cames, and don say I don’t do everything I can tc meke this zine & Jilsaster.
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Z
523 Slag and Tickle. with o ilittle help from my little frienc ...
o2 T ozverything which & nore neemal ecditor would puf on this

4-8 Back Chat, a szlection o
1

N . [
sape, whare ic De

o

Put like thoev, it doesn? t sound like very much., Put like anybthing, incesd, it domsn't-
sound 1iko very much, So Fere yvou have it, a zine full of scund but g Lfyving nothine -
{
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fwelc 1t up to the light, not a brain in siphbt {2 cnall prize is on offerl.
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is still ¢ 1ltt¢. tardy, but whe cares, ah? 2NNG Lo
e worrying, bzoause I ohawve scont him & 1ath_;a This cculd
I ter thet lonz it was to Siren Bilien "@ss, :

sent somsone & latbe é
- replata with brilliant wit end knouwledse, bt now T e

trer Lien punlish it ... and this
]
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New zings continue to thuo in - why ere they oll bicger then mine, T ask?y (I've besn
asking this svor since the days of playing rughy at schocl, bubt vou Sidn't want to &now
that.) Ferrigan ds fabulously nset and contains wuch of anterest Lo the gamssplayer of
all thess loeng-winded gamss you'll never see hoece (20 esxk Phil Murphy ancut h,m] Lcst
Couse 1s an cxeellent little peames zine which dincludes tho werld's first Vietnamocse sub-zine.
John Marsden claims it's like ecrly Coes, but don't ist thet put vou of f (nay, but I jesil.
Veenne ds, well, big. Very i g FZE$3w1nﬂl;a333.<_QD~£Q§, I think my mind's just blown ..«
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kwell, it's one | haven't tried on before, isn't it?

What | would have liked fto say was “he reason for the delay was my cold, that old stand-
by of editors past and present and par#nculurly of This present editor past (duhhh ...).
well, | did have one. The evidence is before me, in the form of a bucket full of finen,
phlegm and bieach in roughly equal propor.xonc (my mother rcfuses fo wash my handkerchiefs
with the rest of the wash on the grounds that Yyour spnot gets cverywhere' - oh that | could
say the same of my writing). However, The perpctrunT disease has all but vanished, leaving
behind as memento only a vast depression and a constant supply of chemically ncufral - it
must be chemically neutral by now, because it nc longer has any effect bar a slight distaste
on me - mucus which replenishes itself by some arcane means somewhere in the vicinity of my
adenoids. One can always fell when the worst is over, because it changes colour to & sort
of translucent mustard,.-from.an original bg§/{ih (/KX?% fumpy grey-green festooned with streaks
of red and shot through WITn ittle shafts of btone and redundant skin. You know the sort

of shade of mustard - you're all gamss players - it's the exact shade which 3M used to use
in the manufacture of the bonus die in Win, Fiace and Show.

Well, if | have to suffer for my nose, why not vou?

Anyway, as | say, it's all over now (all over the bucket, yes, | know, thank you), and |
no longer have it as an excuse, Some might say it is callous of me to harp on about the
inferior decoration of my pharynx when ail over the country pensicners are dying from the

strict application of Caring Capitalism, but ! must beg to disagree. if these senile old fools

would only realise that they have, at best, five good years left to them in the best of health
and consequently use that health con srrU<T1vclv by going out and murdering Their lccal Conser-
vative M.P., we wouldn't be in fhe mesy we are in todey (although the bucket still would be).

As my old friend Adlai used to say, peonis gencrally gcT the sort of government they deserve,
and on the evidence it is hard to see *i= Sritish as being snything other than the relicts of
Mr Augustine of Hipmo s worst logical nightmares. VWe are all Fallen, indeed, and after
watching The latest Conservative Party Political troadcast (end arcuing with my mother

whether those. oxrds vere. herons. or..nof,- al |-t
in the supremacy of Free Will, Al! Those ques

start, as it were, from scratch?" -

over
wanv -Through) 4t s deficulT not to believe

ions ("Why have the Conservatives decided fo
- "Because; as 1T were, ro-cne can brainwash an entire

._L

1
population without emptying their head of all valuss ang achievements fifo?”) and no answers.
How the author of The City Of God would have lauched. The morai poverty and intellectual
bankruptcy of this government is hard To credit when one considers that a cynical technocrat
in Frunce, a demented, confused yshoo in America and an anti-semitic blob of fal in Germany
are all presiding over cconomies which have “GHCIJWC”u|y cut~performed our own and promise tfo
confinue to do so. But the moral poverty and intellectual bankruptcy of both opposition
groupings is not merely hard to credit - it is mind-bending., Owen is still the man who tcld us
in 1979 fthat we sbould support the Shah becauss he was our good buddy, Steel confesses that he

doesn’t really have the ambition fo Take over the shettered reins of a withered nation and .
Kinnock is, in The popular parlance of which he is so fornd, a Twatt, lsn't ahxonc going to
produce a PPB which asks a bunch of rhetorical cuestions of rather more bite and end up with
an honest request to the electorate To explain the rationale behind the seven years of Caring
Capitalism we have so fer struggled thiough?
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Yos, 11t's True

Birmingham is quite definitely the centre of the universe. To prove this is quite simple.
| did so yesterday, in an idéc moment of lingering rerity in this bustiing metropolis, by
constructing a map of the universe on an A4 sheet of paper, suspending iT and a piece of string
from a drawing pin, outlining the direction that the piece of string fook and then repeating
this process. As every schoolboy knows, the intersection of these two lines gives the inuust-
rious experimenter the exact midpoint of the diagram he is using = in this case, that of the
Universe. And, of course, the small blob which constitutes this intersection proved upon
examination to be more cr less exactly the position of Birmingham vis-a=vis the Milky Way.

| have preseinted this argument to several wozning minnies and doubting thomases who have
objected that, quite apart from relativistic dilaticns (which | must say are not at alil easy
_ . to model using a bitf of string and a Tin fack), The said unfer5ucflon also_falls on.a point _
" which more or less. represenfs Mi tfon heynes, Troon, Ouagadougou or, for that matter, most
of the landmass of Betelgeuse IV. Clearly science will not suffice for these fools, so |
present a list of the achievements of my noble city of residence which should convince the

most ardent cynic of the Revealec Truth that Birmigham is, indeed, the Centre of the Universe:

Joseph Priestley discovered Oxvgen here (remember that every time you try
Js to breathe inl),

Birmingham buckles werc famous round the globe auring the Imperium, thus
= guaranteeing Civilisaticen by ensuring that Trousers dic not Fall Down.

Queen Elisabeth, Otiver Cromwe!l and William Shakespeare all did not sleep
jﬁz anywhere here, thus making the city a unique cultural phenomenon,

B@mﬁﬁﬂi anr
ihe Ce (e

niverse

The Central Library is a notsu centre of Freemasonry and sunary |iluminati
;53 ?:TIVIly, being in form an upturnec ziggurat. Needless fo say, nothing inside
it works,

The last Time iv was recorded to rm!n frogs, the area affected by this vital
jxlblblICdl event was Eirmingham (in 1636),

| trust we shall see no more of this farradiddle

- | =t pu stwe—s hell--see=no-mo ke-cfatid-s—Tarioedddhe, sthen,_Birmingham_is_quite.clearly_of
crucial importance to everything, most especiaily the Hotby. Mot only do we hold our major
national Convention in Birmingham, but we now see a major explosion in participation by the
gooc men of God's Chosen County. On the one hand we have The graduates of the Birmingham
University Games Club, such as Ancy Bates, and on the other hand we have the dedicated young
revolutionaries of the Birmingham Hobbymeet. {f that is one can describe any body of men
who include in their ranks Robin ap Cynan as ‘revolutionary' ... However. Every month or so,
a group of what appear to be unemployed layabouts forecgather at the 4%rs pub just opposite
New Street Station in the bull Ring. On closer inspection these people still look like a
bunch of unempdoyed layabouts, for this is o profession shared by virtually the whole popul=
ation of the metropolitan area in this sad age of "Er In Power. However, to a man we are
serious gamesplayers, fortified with the heacy wines of intellect and, for the most part,
trying to smoke ourselves to death. In case of serious accident we have our lawyer on hand,
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the Vielsh whizz-kic of The Writs, who spccialiscs i just fhe sort ot cases which may occur
ivorce on grounds of cleotiolism, o, in The cose of oxtrome vioctence,

in o hotbymest - susdon d
i talking The bastarus o death.

We cven munzged to play a gawe, last Tihe,
rules), even though on reflection | let Mot
meChQFISW tor seiling finishel product.se tta
have cong.  Still, Fho 5&“& does clain fo "give
was cesigned back in The seventics, obviaus sy,

OEpCNCnTs, sname obout the
interpretation of 1he

vid refthor Better than they should
sTe of how real busincss works™., it

T would bo known as Thankruptcy?

Welve nad the Laml hefio; we've hau The Worvick crows and 4 he bristol mob. What price
i

i ;
the Lirmingham revival, eh? {17 ¥he words of Coli:n | daliond, "The Frummies ars coming”.

2y -

Meanwhile, a funny Thing heppencd to re on fhe woy back from Londcn the othoer d
takes Three hours norma

4
i
was the last Train from Eusion, a droa: al

Iy

ana in This case ioax cneger b@CmUSU rouch NUWCETOH, whereupon 11 stopped
cdead for Teon mxuufes any wild rumours T othe carriace to an ectfect tThat we
woulc have To change for Birmingham, Fordunately |owas oo tived fo pay attention To these

rumours, otaorwise | would have becn stracdcd o Nonsaton stalion for six hours of a rather
cold morning. However, the trouns of hanging around dic have the offect of allowing me fo get
to know my feliow passencers @ little Lodter. The porticular gentlcman in question had
starfed up 2 conversation ot fhe London enc of the journcy the subjcet of inner city
refuriishment, which he claimed wes his line of bu>!n~~% as ho workec in the 'envel Fp:n

of houses in handsworth., He was dressed in = SNEDDY - andg an astrokhen coat of
subcued but wealthy @ppearance, ano cvery ¢ 1osa ead teck into the erudite tome |

fad brought with me he reopenesd the conversation Ly rer,rhln< that "ali Those bloody socioiogy
professors don't have The fairtest fucking ides wha™ they'ro tolking about™, or that "some
of the houses | go into, man, you woul‘n'T bz acle fet clene live in the wrecks.
Welre just enveloping pig-s rqua, test of them have bogs, but they con't use thor. it's
in
r

\
O
33

U.
C_
&
o)
font
__.

wel k
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degracifig = these people aren't Fuman, " Just znother ri ¢ 1oony, | thought, Tut since
tois Jifficult fo avoid & man who WIshes to puss awvay T 0

= wusk on & modarn train
kepT up 2 faivly nouiral stunce in responding o hire  Then he

O
S

& tartes tailking about drugs.
firs j but it ween't

.

o

F he seemcu more or iess repelled by The aruy culture in HavusworTu. a
vefore he puliad out @ sechet of hertal substances and becan waving &t around, o
2 lauc voice That there wasn't anything thet

not normal behaviour Ly my usual standerds, and i
cepertec briefly to the loc to rofil Upe which Seenes remar ious in view of what he
proceedey To r”l ate to ae of h's life-style. Luring this » & ogenuinely weird set of
Feople arriveq in The seats behing him, including a tweedy voman wh i {

!

S = i
coutu beat high-quality Colombian,.. This i
! i zat a little. He then
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scciology lecturar, a sTrauge male hanger-on, & tubiy dike in glasses who cigoled vilaly at
aryThing anu everything as Though The co<e she was cars 2 hod Juel burst i1s bag
anc a couplc of uOCile YOUNG Ien JreSsSed inconyrucusiy 4 . ey hac o be. They
hac The typical pzsty skin anc gencral tons strucTure of Eoy ucolgr s0 that | tThink they would
have looked s%igule bizarre in any ofher ¢ot up.  However, They were not your usuz! punk - in
the consequent conversation betwecn them ond the tricely female, who had just returnec from a
night out at some poxy szocial-conscience play in The Yest Eng, i : i talked about
rortgages and the weather gnd_the tweedy moron who yakheted or el inina- standards of

-3
for in-this country anc broached Titiilating su

! irmuencéo. wWhen the
The Bluo T ore e they ware et int R
ine blue sult returned Ny Welle Welr Inivo a i sciussion

) FOorary mores andg
their reflection in the mocern theaTre, ot which +no envelupe-pr toualy, "Twets”, and
sat o s causel o tomcorary pouse, out Fro v owers soon of 1 the most
visuz| jard femalos 1 have aver seen sat down opposite Yy
convers chout whetner they were too voung HotT narcied -
cha?—up siyle but for the fact Thet he was Jirectirg it towards
QM,P eca off the set for ?Th(, Return of the Unde o mornwhi JU J
Train hac staggered as for us hemel hompsiecce, and The berks in e back were por ing over a
roac map of the south of -nglanqn Ttts oniy .hirTv rites out ™ MOnly thirdy miles!™ Uy

goounass, Lut This is cisyrocetul I "Thi
The two charming vouny ghouis had ocons
"Arsehotes" very loudly indesd, bu

y
basicaily harmless encd tarely broke stri

happence uncer Cripps and ﬂr*lu .
of hig ¢ i

Eohind




~—=>pe+iee———v3~»ve-never—'nu\

&

o me.  Somehow

near bury St Edmunus, and how the
[

-] N o~
CoCK Len T"\_ VOu Wwa

i
ik the shid cut o

[ : J bee i i vy oLt oon his bike. "You get
13 b e P Y I ; SR L B NN - e ~7 - [ R T < [
+he froecom of +he road on o Sike, of course, e stid, Mespecicliy 17 There’s w0 hundie
and sixty of you. One Thing, you con't cut up & ccupie of Likes with your car, Yeutre
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take side-rozds on the fla? ﬂT ﬁummh, 5
:’ ming, The ones that think They o usua

rsaticn hoo Wormeo sSoRShow around 7o
IaugnTer rhe Tweouy inbeci

scgments of This remarkatiy un
to ask for it = it's banncd, you kneow.  Pornaps,
knes, playtully, fiyou couly aim it is for, ch,
came s near s H've ever seen onyons to dissonw

its wno my Trierd The biker vas spurres on
with

T ohe szid, ouT pausing, “N@w,

r v. | mean, | 3e
The North Sca as a capper. He'e six fLeT fiva
capwer. btasically, if you get it wrong, vou've
ou at twenty miles an hous,  #

n Birmmingham fo spenu it on.  So

7
¢ osuing @ ?or*wnﬁ ‘
] s the Time got

on
Phoa kel fo

v 3 Kl Te, sO he
Now, vou Jfust cen't Jdo

The whols pub furnes on him. He ended up in hospital
cempound frac+ur@sc” | nch behind Triea to keep up
White they cpined that no loncer feckled
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a full=time member of the Llue Angels, wut i1 Jdcus come in hanb\. W . L% ause
The . rds nct nitce got¥
in e ;

Most of my friends
o

3 [0 IV |
ge. Romem

Pretty soon we were at iwursaton ond | very nearly qol ingtructions of The
guara, garbied over tr On the otner honz, rhe m ston not going
T oirminghom ended cr, T have no Trout f auy, "1 wnow
threo gicls shmring & hous: e guite weil.™ CAT two Thirty In The morni ool god,
Lricfly considerad The prospect of bashing on Erizn Qulfudib ; cicec That it
wouldn't nake me very ;o;u!aru How could | explain vhot i’ of being
gragged intc a porverted househcld of twisted frezks, bix rAniacs WIir z

]
heavy preponderance of Gepraved girls? dhat

r
TG @nKen i
fuliy focled up in leathers? These Like pecpie i

Fenue To 9

)
initial axc murder tefore a nicht ¢f vile orgy. | consis +tweea female and the
dike for refuge, rut on refieciicn deciusd Thal ihis miy:

Forturately they cion't divert The
!

jo Leicey
nasty choice. Insreac, | hac 7o is 1

, S
tunatic as he ¢abbied on obout nhic frionds,



