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You will alreacdy have noticed that this 2 thin issue. I will explain why. The
plan was to have the Christmas Special Litho Issue ready for this deadline, but
that hasn't happened. Rather than keep you waiting for it, I've decided to put out
what is essentially a g'ames-only issue to keep the yames golng. I also have one
or two things that I need to say publicly, but this will be 3 fairly sparse issue,
To compensate for that, you will receive the Litho edition fairly shortly, and that
will be full of reading matter, ‘

It is likely, incidentally, that issues like this one will become more common in
the future, I won't 20 into the boring reasons for this, mainly because I would be
speculating about the future, but I can't see the zine continuing in the way that it
has for the last two or three issues. . It isn't fair on.players to keep producing the
zine so late, ana anyway I don't like it, In future, therefore I will speed up the
turnround and slim the zine down in order to achieve this. The material that is
thereby displaced will appear in the new regular litho issues, produced at a more
leisurely pace than is possible at present,

Megalomania should therefore become a zine in which 1t is possible to play
Diplomacy once again. The "Guest GM" arrangement seems to be working well,
so that will continue - with the possibility of another GM being brought-in if Keith
reaches his capacity, If anyone else is interested, do let me know. I will also
4o my very best to run my own games properly, which really ought to be possible
now that most have ended or soon will do,

It isn't my intention to let Megalomania become a boring games-only zine, ang
I will continue to comment on the hobby, destroy zines with a single nasty review
(but that 1 could), keep you up to date with all the hobby news, etc. etc. It's just
that there may well be less of it. .o o ____ . e e - R

———— — -— —— T e e e et et ot e e ——

DEADLINES: Keith Black (48 Stamford Drive, Agar Nook, Coalville, Leics,
LE6 3TA) and John Dodds (Christ's College, Cambridge CB2 3BU)
should receive your orders by Thursday 8th January 19&1
If you're lucky enough to be playing in a garne that I'm runaing, you
have until Saturday l_(ii’g__.]_axa_t_l_a_x;x__}_‘)_g_l .

COLCPHON: This is MEGALOMANIA, a fanzine of the Postal Diplomacy Hobby,
published by Chris Tringham, 25 Auckland Road, I.ondon SE19 DR,
to whom all subscriptions should be sent, Your credit, in £p,.is
written in brackets after your name on the envelope currently residing
in the eubbish bin. This issue costs t postage or delivery charge,

Following Mick Bullock's decision to give up New Statsman (and all the hooby
stats, Noardman Numibers, the zine poll and all that), Pete Calcraft will be taking
over the BN's and the assorted stats, The Zine Poll, howver, isn't yet sorted out,
I have offered to take it Over, and Mick says that's fine by him. However, there
are others who want to do it (John Marsden notably), and Brian Creese is attempting
to confuse things by backing someone who hasn't eéven offered. This one could run
and run. ..,

Well, I suppose I had better explain how I plan to run the Zine Poll, If this
meets with universal non-acclaim I will reconsicer my plans, so do let rne know,
If anyone else who wishes to run the ZP could also tell us how they'd do it, that
would then enable the hobby to make its choice properly. I will, of course, respect
the wishes of the Hobby in this inatter - the last thing we want is to have two or

more competing Zine Polls each with their own rules and so forth, Over the Page.....
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The poll will be announced in early April, with a deadline.at the end of June.
This should allow plenty of time for zines to publicise it and people to get their
votes in. All members of the posta'l‘hobby will be entitled to vote for all zines
they see regularly. Voters will be asked to state their involvement in the hobby.

(playing in/receiving x zines, basically). _ N

A1l UK -based Diplornacy zines will be eligible to receive votes. Zines not
running at least one game of Diplornacy (or an accepted variant thereof) or which
haven't produced three issues on 1st April will be disqualified.

Voters will be requiréd to rank all the zines for which they are votinz in order
of preference. This will be used to calculate the winner and all the other positions.
The method used will be Mick Bullock's Apportioned Foints system, as explained
in NS 13. In adadition to the result, I will publish.the preference matrix showing
how the result was arrived at, plus a couple of -other analyses of the results.-

All clear, T hope. If you want a 'on‘e-'line sunlqmary of that, it would be- 'I'l1
continue to run the Zine Poll as Mick Bullock has'. :

Doubts will uo @oubt be expressed about my ability to run the thinz, given the
problems that I have had with Megalomania. I can only say that I wouldn't offer
if I aidn't feel I could do it properly, and if I'did¢ fina that I couldn't Go it (for
whatever reason) I'd pass the job on to someone else. o ‘

My earlier confidence in Palace's ability to survive in the First Division is
beginnin. to louk rather misplaced, I co, however, welcome the appointu.ent of
Malcolm Allison: the current side is very.much Allison's, the players having’ ’
beern in the Youth side (wot won the FA Youth Cup twice) when he was last here,
The side is yood enough, whatever others may say, and properly organized-with
theirnconfidence restored will win matches. Since Allison is highly-regarded
as a coach, he should be able to d»it.- o

Well, 1t'll be interesting to find-out; ‘anyway.

)

¥ enscon was highly enjoyable, and.a full report (already typed) will appear
in the CSLI. The con's UC was Clive Rushen, with the already well-establishec
Dave Thorby giving him assistance. No con is complete without a UC, and my
only repret is that I ended up eating a meal with both of 'em. Still, I suppose
you must expect that if you eat English/Araerican. The food was as unimaginative
as I haa feare1 - their idea of a menu was a choice between a-pizza and a hamburger
(the latter being available with a variety of dressings, but underneath exactly the
same. Food wasn't really the con's strong point - but then Ken had wained us in
advance that this would be the case. My bLrearfast order was pblitely ignored by
Ken, but endless supgplies »f tuast were provided. I remember the days when

___ _ _bacon butties were the order of the.day leven_if we were charged for thern), and

another con at which Ratatouie le was served-up by the host. ...~ i

A good con, though. 4 co

I won't be at Stabcon III, unfortunately. Various reasons, but the fact is that
if I really wanted to go I probably would., It's toou close to Chri,sfn‘qas,_ and previous
events have been rather too D & D-orientateu for my liking. ‘It's a pity, as there
isn't likely to be another con for a while afterwards, but tneie it is. If you want
to go, write to Dave Waring at 1 Z rancfiela Avenue, Radcliffe-on-Trent, o
Nottinzham. Anyone turning-up on the Jday should attempt to find W oolton Hall in
Fallowfield amm then go down to the pub to avoid the yamesplayers. This is
Woolton Hall 1n Manchester University, in case you Jign't realise. . ’ '

Record reviews .an be expected, as I've just bought a new record Jdeck and
eagerly awaited albwrs from The Jair, Bruce Springsteen and The Clash.. The
last is much the strangest and also a triple album, so I'll reserve juc.ement. . .
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CAME TWELVE 79DZ CM:John Douds

ENTGILAND NMR!! F's(Lon, NWG, Den, NTH, ¥ie) & A's(Nor, StP¥) stand.
Howara Sayles A(StP) aies NEO,

GER MANY F(Hol) stands A(Tus) S Italian j}_(l_{pgn_‘l-\’_e_rli(gs_ol) TANNE e e ara

Simon Lannley o T
R : o S ‘_,:‘_\'f v\ve~ 0 wv\,: o -‘

AUSTRIA A(Mos)-StP A(Lvn\ SA(V S8 stp” A(Gal) sil” A(Tyr)-Mun K (Pie)

Fete Tassell A(Pie)-Mar A(Ven) stands F(ADR) S A(Ven): A(Bul)-Con:
A(Arm)-Ank F(AEG) stands.

IY
graéi Parry A(Cas)-Par A(Rom)-Spa- F(TYS) @A(Rom)-Spa A(Smy) stanas-
! Y F(ION) S F(EMS) F(EMS)S F(IOCN)- F(WMS) C A(R.m)-Spa
FRANCE F(EN{¢.)-Bel F(NAO)-MAO- F(MAO)-Cas: A(Mun) stands
John I ee A(Ber)S A(Muu) Al _ )-Spa
Adjustments:
E. 7 centre‘s: Ea:, Lpl, Nor, Swe, Den, I'ie, Bfl, $YE, +Lon NBO - 1 shurt
G: 1 centre: Hol, ¥uyn ' Reiwoves F(Hol)
A:l3 centres: Vie, Bua, Tri, Rum, Bul, Mos, War, Sev, Con, Builcs A(Tri),

Ser, Ven, +4StP, +Ank. £ (Bud)

I: 6 centres: Rom, Nap, Tun, Gre, Smy, Moy, Ahk, +Par Reinoves F(ICS)

F: 7 centres: Bre, For, Spa, Ber, PAf, Lbh/ +Mun, +Mar, +Bel Builds A(Bie)

CAME FIFTEEN &0DE Spring i904

ENCLAND F(ENC) MS F(NTH). F(NAO)-MAO, A(Eai)-Yor. A(Swe) stands
Brian Elsey

GERMANY A's(Deb, Bel, Ruh) & F's(Hsl, Ber, SKA) stand
Conrad Rumney

P USSIA A(Sev)-Arm A(Ukr)-Sev: A(Rum) S A(Ukr)-Sev A(Bud)-Vie-
Bill Brakes  F(C»on) S Italian F. (Gre)-AES | F(GOB)-BAL; A(Fin) S English A(Swe)
" F(StPsc)-Lvn A(War)esil -- 0 o Tiiol

TURKEY F's(AET*, BLA) stand u/o

Norman Melvin 'F([‘ EC) chupped, NRO

ITALY A(Tr1)-Tyr: A(Ser)-Tri. F(Nap)-TYS: F(Gre)-AEG F(ADR)-IOS
Malcolm Jones .

FRANCE A's(Pic, Cas) & F's(Spa:sc, Bre, MAO)

Andy Tringham

T =~ = —— —-————More Zine Poll Kki¢ Speculatlcu -

NMR arrived yesterday, with a very funny cover by Rod f\nderoon, and the Rat
Creese's refusal to back my takeover. He sugzests that Richard Walkerdine shoula
take it back (he started the thing), which I woulad support if RIW wants to o it. I
doubt whether he will, but you never know. Keep listcning,

- The new Clash triple-albuin has got a bad review in NME I see. They were
obviously cue for a bad review, but in this case I ayree with all the criticisms -~ it
just isn't a good album, and is insyeacd a missed opportunity. Longer review to
follow, I expect. (First irupressions can be rmisleddiny, of course, I should know
by now that it isn't wise to leap into print before considering une's views..,..)

No such reservations about either the Jam or Springsteen albums, the former a
relief after 'Start' and the latter doing just what was expected of hini. But this 1sn't
a music paper is it. More games is what we want, so that is what we'll have.




D

Meqa[oi‘hania'&l/q -

e

GAME TEN 'Stab' GM:Keith Black Autumn 1997 Few Secrets here,......

ENGLAND NMR

Steve Plater o . o ) .
GERMANY F(MAO) stanas F(NTH)-Nwy; A(Swe) S F(NTH)-Nwy: F(COB)-Fin:
Brian Creese F(BAL)-Lvn A(Pru)-War' A(Sil) S A(Pru)-War: A(Mar) stands

RUSSIA A(Nwy)-Swe*- A(Fin) stands: A(Lvn) stanas. A(Ukr)-Waf..
Tim Davison . *A(Swe) retreats t> 'zone alpha'.

TURKEY F(Tus)-Pie, F(NAf)-MAO ‘
Bob Brown .

ITALY -A(Pie)-Mar

FK.ob Chapman
FRANCE NMR-
S.C counts: 1,1,1,5,il1,15

Builds /R emovals: G- "NMR 5",'R: .'NC', T:*11¢', I:'11Y, ‘F: GM removes A(Pic)

Game End Proposal: Defeated - no.votes (apathy rules nem con)

Dear Eve ryone,,Else &s 1 am the onl_y original player left in this game and I have
more sc's than anyocne else, I think a com_esswn to me is a very just idea

Dear Brian: Stop whining and get on with it

Tim - World: At present am living at no fixed abode (near Oxford). -All mail to go
(slowly)via Bristel. {(I'm sure the Post Office will ensure that))

Fall of Eagles 52 has just artived, complete with a letter frorr~ my go.d self.

It inevitably incluces same cornents about football - Richarad being the Notts County
supporter. Having tipped County for the drop from ‘Division 2, I fina that they are
up there challenging for promoticn, I supposec-worse sides have gone up, and some
have even prospered, but the oda mix of players now resident at Meadow Lane can't
really be suppose: to even survive in Division One, can it ?,

I have cffered Fichard a simple bet on the relative positiuns of the two siaes
fFPalace and County) at the enc of the 1900/\;1. He reczons he'll win because Palace
will be relegate: at the enda of this season, the poor fool, and so has accepted. It's
a bit early on in the season to talk about relegation or pronw »tion, anda just because
Palace are seven points adrift doesn't mean they re joing to go down. The funniest
part of Richard's coniments is the final bit: 'l see Palace have reappointed Allison!
That just about clinches my win....' "V.at cen.l say ? Well, for a start, I.icubt if
.I'a have gone to watch Falace play Norwich this corning Saturday if Allison hadn't
been given the job. He is probably Palace's best hope for a prosperous future,
as he proved last time around by totally rebuilding the side, and thus building the
foundations for the success achieved under Térry Venables, and restructuring the
entire club to take it from a crazy and. virtually bankrupt state towards the & 1m+
profit of last year Don't underestiraate him ’

Did you hear the one about the Anglo-Scottisi: Cup Final between Notts County
and Chesterfield? Yes, Ieally County have apparently got several Scots players,
sO perhaps that explains it. There is no truth in the rumour that the w1nnels will
be sidé with the most players left >n the pitch at the end.

Whilst we're on football jokes, herc's one for Bob Brown, Did yuu hear about
the referee at the City Cround who gave Forest a penalty when two of thei players
collided in the penalty area? Laush? I alrnost bought a round! (C) D.Thorby 1979.

%]
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CGAME FOURTEEN «0BC Spring 1993

ENGLAND F(Nor)-Swe., F(NTH) C A(Yor)-Nwy: A(Yor)-Nwy: F(Lon)-ENG
Les Tassell

GEEMANY F(Den) S A(Hol)-Kie: A(Hol)-Ki.e‘ A(Mun)-Sil; A{Ruh)-Mun
Andy Davidson

R USSIA F(Ber) stands. A(Pru) S F(Ber} A(Rum)-Bud. A(Bud)-Vie
Howard Sayles ' '

TURKEY F's(BLA, Con) & A(Arm) stand u/o

AUSTRIA A(Bul)-Rum: F(Gre)-AEG A(Ven)-Tri. A(Tyr)-Vie. F(Tri)-ADR

John Piggott  A(Vie)-Gal ~

ITALY F(TYS)-Rom; F(ION) C A(Tun)-Apu A(Tun)-£pu
Patrick Thompsoun

FRANCE F's(Bel, Mar, Tus) & A's(Bur, Par, Por)
Roy Egginton

Italy wikhes to apologize on behalf of the GPO anda/or the Post Office ((no that's not
right - I'll try again) and/or C.Trin:iham esq. for the non-arrival of his orders,
moves of such wit, originality ana panache that Piygott woulld have been sent
reeling to the furthermost reaches of the board.

You have been w ned, Piggott! Withdraw now, whilst you still have the

chance. ’

Loncdon Calling: Well, I bet you thousht you'd never this game again, eh? Tallk about
"jinx" games,  (Actuelly, I'a rather not.)

GAME FOUR

The three-way draw has been emphatically rejected, anc the game goes cn. 1
can't finad any orders from Paul - he can't find any copies of Megalomania, so we're
stuck. ’

GAME THIRTEEN

Is held up to gzive Doug Wakefield a chance. All frak to me, not Keith, as 1
macde the decision.

G+ ME ONE

I'a still like other final statements to publish, please.-

THE NATIONAL DIPLOMACY
CHAMPIONSHIPS. . ..... 1961

Still proceerling, but we woula now like to set up a proper.committee to orjzanize
the thing. Anyone who wishes to help is welcome, but the particular need is for
a Treasurer, a Secretary And soracone t> deal with registrations. A reasonable
degree of basic common sense and adininistrative competence would be useful, but
the main requiremnent is enthusiasm. None of the jobs will be daifficult, but they
will involve SOME WORK (oops) and 1t's no 3ood haviny soreone who won't actually
@o the job., Committee members will get all the glory, natch, plus chegper rooru
rates (circumstances - ie the success of the event - permittinyg). It might also be
FUN!

(I'a be obliged if other editors would reprint/summarise/enthuse about this, ziving
ray phone number/aadress. Ta)
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The final paze unless sornethiny untoward Lappens, and quite a lot' to say. The
Zine Poll Sapa keeps on rolling, vutl". the news tnat Fickara Walkermne will be
rurning the poll, I kaven't actually had confirmation of this from RJW h1rnself but
it looks as though he will be doiny it, I will happily support him, since I'm sure
that a non-editor is the best bet; and Richard is probably the best:qualified person
to co it anyway (having rur the thing befure M.ick Bullock). * Fichard 1is
also unaffected by 'petty hobby squabbles and the like, thus enabling him to co the
job 'neutrally'. I would liken his return to that of Malcolm Allison - the only person
for the job - but I realise that might be taken the wrong way by other peuople. o

D

Talking of football, you will doubtless be aware that Palace beat Norwich 4- 1
whilst both Manchester City and Notts County lost. Excellent. ‘

This issue is actually rather late as well as small, with the blame place:
scuarely on Christmas. 'Not only are we a gfeat ceal busier at work (we took meore
money this Monday than inaz normal week), but spare time seems to disappear as
well. Last night was the Allders Christmas Buffet/Dance, not really ruy scene at
all - the promise of {ree food and drink was too much for me, though. Did I say
free drink? Scotch was 61p, There was free wine with the food, and it was worth
every penny. Perhaps we ought to have a Campaign for Real Wine? Real Music
as well: the band were attempting note-for-note covers of various disco-type
records. All rather futile, really. '

Stabcon this weekend, and I won't be there. Wronyg time of the year, Ijave -
after Christmas would have been fine for me. As it is, there's a free Christmas
lunch at work (with liberal quantities uf free alcohol arosund in the afternoon 1f it's
anything like last year), then I am working on Saturday. If I survive all that, Birks
will probably kill me off with his cooking at a 'Dinner Party' for.sclect memrb ers
of the hobby. These working-class (ho ho) people are all the same. It's a.hard
life, y'tnow.

I'm tryinyg to apologize for the lateness/smallness of this issue, in case you're
wondering what this is all about. The writing's on the wall, of course, for
Megzalomania. There, I said it before anyone else, The better reason for this
issue's deficiencies is that I'm more interested in the Special New Year Litho
Edition. I'd like ty say more about it, but what's the point when it'll almost
certainly change considerably before it actually appears. It'll be good - that's all
I'll say.

That's about it, Ithink. There's a great deal more I ought to say, but I really
must get this issue out before Christmas. Neot a very auspicious way to end the
decade, but there we are. I'm not the only one, either: Putty Riffo, Ode and RIP
all appeared in reduced form, and others just haven't appeared - Perspiring Dreams
I know, others I haven't missed, and GH will belate, It's interesting to consider
which zines are missed when they fail to appear: certainly there are quite a few
that I probably wouldn't notice, !. socinetimes woncer whether editors arc caeliberately
witholding copies of their zines to make a point - if perchance anyone is, I'm scory
I haven't noticed. \

I arrived at the Lamb last night expecting only two or three people'to be there
- it was worse, thouph: the first two people I saw were Thorby ana Hetherington, .. ..
Ken Bain was down here on a course, and the Petes (Birks and Tamilyn) both turnmed-
up later wearing leatber jacicets., "I can't uncerstand it" quoth Birks, "1 had £10
more than this when I set off, ana all I've done 15 buy a quadcruple whisky and taken
a cab here.'" The decadence of these people. Brian Dolton was there, but he
wouldn't talk to me, and Ken was stuck sitting-down whilst I was stiick between
Thorby and Hetherington. Life's like that. Tony bought me a drink, though, so
it wasn . an entirely wasted evening, Marie accused me of being a nice person,
really, underneath. Er, thanks. Have a Merry Christinas and all that. Cheers.



