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Well here I am aga1n~ #1th yet another'issue.?1ln1s’ ahi chould
" be con51derab1y blvger than-:last timé; what w1tn two game'’
starts, some incredible letters, and a report on the poker-
meetlng chez Walkcrd1nef~ﬁ b
Some of the more percentlve readers*will have noticed
a cartoon at the top’ of the page. I hope71t comes out,
took .me bloody hours to draw There are more “of these
masterpleces 1n¢1de (If any moron 18 tnc ware of "the
identity of the above chiractcr, may I 1n10rm thcm _that 1t
1s, of course, Edi Birsan). Talkaing of Bai, I| can hcw
reveal the name of the lun~tic who .c ually vote 4 for hlm
1n thé ,Calhamer Awards.x(lo peonle who have not seen the'
rﬁ§u1tq, Ldl‘Blrsan ‘received iny one vote cut of 12 5 !
in the 'merltorlous serv1ce' categorv, von by~ our ery
own Richard Nalkerdlne ) I bet you all thcu?ht thwt 1t was
udl hxmselg dldn 1 you°r:$11 your wrong ‘It was Nlc&J Palmer,
edltor of Battlegrcund cuck0021ne to uclckstObs. A traltor
in thé mldqt "huh, dlchard° Cther notible events 1in the
;lact month were my annihilation of Sh»rp at barts. I played
him 17 times 1in an even1ng,'w1nn1ng 12- -5," ‘ahd that was after
being 2-C downr As for Morrls, I thlnk 6 3 was the sccre.
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Cherlpokon on November 9th was rdther*dléJppolnﬁing, réally,
especially when comparedzto the prev1ous nweeting at Sharp sg
¢wing to the. fﬂct that schoolboy Pete $w3nuon (2k); &llae
Nye, and Cla:ro Jalkorﬁine?wpre playing. Nct that I don't
enjoy playlnv pcker w1th them, but they were not up to”
the stake st indard of Dave Johnscn’ and Adrian '1ews' Baird.,
Thcy 1ns1 tedgon this baby poker cf 'a )Cp mAax Linam ralse.
This reculted 1n pcts be1n cut r(wn frem Tthe 425 averqge
at Sharp s to about i5 Cther nlayers in the early evening .
Jere . Allan Gvens, Brian Yare, kichard lekerdlne and Pla suc,,
Nyo. bwan°0m, the dalkerdlnes, and Ellae vere scun in P
dlre stralts. By c¢ne o'Jclock”(whcn Sharn ae 1gncdgto Arrive,
wearlnw "a tie! he muct hlVL been-drunk) the Ulayers were
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*Allan Cvens, the Nyes, Sh“rp, l@r‘,"anm wycellfs Thin3's -
~Uot frlctlonally more exc1t1ng, with Snarp losing to twoe. oo vus
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strgight flushes in the: hour' Poor man, hee-hee.

By 4.30 a.m. Yare had wcn his ‘£20 'ang disappeared. I, of course, was the
only cther person in profit, with Sharv 1nsisting, cn giving me money almcst
every other hand. By half-past five W ilkerdine 1nslsted on chuckxng-m& ocut,
along with all the otner yobs. I retired about £17 1n the black, my second
highest ever prof1t 1n a night, Apart frem Yare, all of the others were
slightly down. Sharp, to my i1mmense gratification, lost £6,

Just a small afterthoucht on poker., I played another zame the following
Wednesday, at the University, and won another £9. Perhaps I should take 1t
up 48 a profesSsS10Nesesscsse

The next meeting could be at.Duncan Morriss's but this, at the time of
writing, 1s unconfirmed. Since I'a publicising ftf meetings, I may as well
give a plug to an event at Norman Nathan's on Saturday January 18th,

From 3p.m. to m1dn1ght, with beds ‘for a few to stay overnight. I shall be
there, as will many cther famocus names 1n postal diplomacy, (KErvers \
G SAKAALAE . MERYS PLioHA, EYig¢/PYaké, Richard Sharp, sorris maynap, ‘perhaps

even Yare' Of course, if that 1s the case I shall nct ~ttend).
e

'

\ 4 e S

=" LETTERS e T e = 3 )

! t

JOBN ¢RZXY. PIGGOTT You've missed the point about the Calhamer awards.
. Of course vou had to shove in all the usual tripe ~
about 'pclitics! and 'democracy': but what's, that got to,do with what as
only a traivial popularity contest with no concrete benetit for the winmer
apart from the egoboc involved? Damn all, obv10usly.
Fact the IDA emphatically 1s not going to encourage the splatting cof
the awards by regions in the forthcomxng years, a motion to regicnilise
the awards failing tc pass in the council 2 couple of months agc. You
can't blamc some of the Yanks for getting upset, of course; 1t's curious
that the voices clamouring ‘now 1n support of the clearly insane Sharp were
a year agc the most vocal 1in their "Amerlcan domination” 1nspired
oppesiticn to the 'IDA. o i ‘
« Hmm, quite a few points there that need answering. Firstly, 1f I've
missed the pcint about the Calhamer awards, as you tell me I have, why
do you not tell me what the actual point 18? My article simply tried to
explain why the awards went the way that they did, and also to aim scme
flak at those maniacs who keep telllng me what I should base my vote on.
How you can claim that the mancewvring by the Brltlsh before the voting
and the reactions of the Americans after the votlng was not 'political’
absclutely defeats me. Since, however, phllosophers ‘have been trying to
answer the question ﬂhat 18 p011t1cs°' for the last two thousand years,
we'll just have to agree tec differ on that point.)) )
(( It was the day after printing that I received the 1ssue of Queen
V1ctor1a 's Funeral, which_stated that_the-motion=to=regicnalise—the=awards— ===
“had bcpn défeated. I am thankful that people like Nicky Ulanov have a
majority over insane megalomaniacs like Edl’Blrsan. As to your last
sentence, I am afraid that your statcement 1s untrue. I, for cne, have ~
always supported the establishment of the ILA 1n Brltaln and will ~
continue to do so, but I have been frlvhtened by the attltude t2ken by
some Americans over the result. The vctes heve showed that it was not the
electluneerlng of Sharp that won thé Awards. It was the apathy of the
Amerlcans, with only slaghtly ‘'mcre vctes cast on the other side cf the
Atlantic "than were cast here, out of a far larger Diplomrcy™playing population.
Many British votes cbveously went to Americans, especially in the 'Best
Player'category, and I feel sure thﬂt this vete'was as fair as any cther
vote ever to have taken place.)) LEFTIST
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ANDREW WALDIE I would hope that cne feature ofiGB;(foralve thie abbreviation

but' "1t saves 1nk ,) would be ‘a llvely‘letter column, 51ﬁ11ar
te the cne that used to flourish ln‘hthllg I"'feel that there 1s a great need
for  such a thing and at the moment only Bellicus 1s trying to fulflll 1t.

But Bellicus' LoC column 1s rather "limited An 1ts scope and I thlnk an
NGC Zzine such” as yours would promote a wider range of opinion, It woulc
have to be a regular letter cclumn as well not Juct the cccasional’ th1ng .
that occurs 1n 1601, Kannibal, Dolchstoss, etc. Mlnd you these” zZines have
become more or léss set 1n thelr ways and 1t 1s 01ff1cu1t for them to flnd
either' time’ or space to fit 1in letters. Ycu, on the other hand, rete, are
starting fresh, and’ as such have the perfect oppcrtunlty to start a letter
column. I sincerely hove that you Qon't waste 1t. -
2t Judglng from a letter that you wrote 1n cJ atwhlle bacAﬁ on the subJect
cf educaticn, T would assume that ycu are 1nterested 1n pclltlcs or at
least pclltlcal thinking. I know that oolltxcs 1s a thorny S”?J@Ct for o
most dlplomacy players, (though for~ the llfe cf me I can't urverstand why)
but wculd you consider promcting polltlcal arguments in your zine, perhaps
addlng your own C(MAQP‘O I know that I would probably send ycu screeds_of

< —~comment and end—up,borang~everycne~$o~tears-but ycu- can- prevent that*by W7 T
vicicusly ecditing what I say 1f I cverdoe the length! I don't mind and 1t-
would teach me. to be a bit more copc1se' dell I'11. let you mull over that,
one. ' « S,

. See you ve wrltten a bit abcut the Calhamer awards, Well I agree with, -
you entlrely that nlcharc Sharp's attitude was completely 1n line with the _
poditical nature of democracy. Howevee I can't sympatiilse with him when,
he starts accusing "the Yanks cf going. off 1n a huff, woesn't he reallse, -
that their cutrage at Braitain w1nn1n0 ~all, the awards (bar. two) 1S exactly
the same "as the fceling he telt (1.e. outraee at the Yanks w1nn1nm .all the
awards') wheg‘he dec1ded to take acticn 1in_ the ,first. place' If Shanp 4-rcaction
1s acceptable then sc 1s. the Amerlcan reactlon. In shert, what's sauce |
for the “zcose 1& sauce for the, gander, and 1f Richard deesn't want to
accept the consequences cf his act1on ‘then he shouldn't have taken. 1t 1n-
the first place, Calling Ed1 Birsan a "ccndescendlng creep" just because, he
happens tc¢ disagree with hlm, (yet reccgnises his _:1-t of ,view) doesn't .y
do Richard, or anybody, much good.,as far as I can sece. v G
Glad to see your attack on kaven and company. That's the trouble with.

those liberals; they've got so hooked on the notion of beaing.objective, .
"of using your intellect", that they've forgotten the value of good old-;
fashioned "gut reaction" (or prejudice) when 1t's used with self-centrol.
I sometimes feel that liberals are ashamed .0f human emotion; but of course?
it's an over-reacticn to the horrors caused by uncontroclled prejudice, To
be balanced you've got to use both intellect and.emotion, and to denyYthe
value of either 1s sheer-folly. Yy ) .. s . -
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« Thanks, Andrew, for a very 1 interesting letter. I, think that I'd better

“take “each sectlon 1n turn, - sxnce "there are a number of p01nts that T would
llke to take 1ssue about ) ! 'w§ -
. " It ‘looks as though I am roing to have a letter column whether I want
1t or not., #hat waith Plﬁgott and Waldie sendinz 1in letters after @ very

- short first issue. I agrecc with you,zAndrew, Nhen you qax,that ne’z1ne has
filled the-hole -that Ethil lett. A letter column, I thlnk 1S one: of the
most 1nterest1nT barts of any zine, so I would therefore hope that 1t, does
become a regular feature. I can omly have a quteg column 1f people erteam’
tc me, thoug h, so 1f anyone else out there has anythlnp te say on any subject
at all (and-I mecan anythlnr), then please- send me a lone letter._Ch I would

L t - 4 -

prefer 1t to be- controver31a1’» . - 5y

( You are qulte correct 1n assum1ng)that I am, 1nterested in polltlcs, -
Andrew., That 18, the subaect that I am studylng at Unxver51ty, alonh with
econcmics, I suppose that T had’ better tell All of you, that my. polltlcal
bias, unlike most dlnlomacy players, 1s to the left“*althcuvhxl .an net .
a supporter of the present Labcur Party. Their “acticns over the Taverne casc,
and their cppesiticn (at least 1n the rank and file). to the EEC, make 1t
1mncs51b1e for me “to support them at a eenerql elect10n.~I am 1n favcur -
cf nationalising the phqrmaceutlcal 1ndustry, and of the eventual phasing_
out of private educatlon. I also feel that the last two perlods»of Tory .
Government (1951 1964 & 1970 1974) have been the maln reasgn that sritain »,
1s 1n “the economlcal mess that 1t flndu 1teekf in, The eccnomic mismanage-—
ment of ‘Barber and the chronic rule of Churchlll Eden, Macmillan, Home,

and Hedth, has resulted in the fall of Britain from a level which 1t could
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quite, easily, have maintained.)) . 5
« Emm,, 1. seem to havq wandered away. from the point of ycur letter,

Andrew, serry about that._lo return, then to tne Calhamer awards. I must
admit that I am sometimes ashamec¢ cf human emoticn when 1t comes to making
dec1s 1ons Jthh I fecl shculd be - ongctlve Ccleur nrejudice 1s tac. -
cbvious example. Who can clawm thot they,have not,at scne tiwme, practised
some fora of colecur f)re,judlce'> Very few jecple, I shout?i thln&. However
much’ I may be awa}nst preJudlce, 1 admt that it’ ex1ut~,uand that_ I v»ractise
1t myself I am not as you seem te be deiny, trying to Juqtlfy "wut reacticn"
or any' other snch phraseoloh) whlch euphemlses an act bhased cn_ emcotion
rather thun 1ntellect. I thlnk 1f the worlﬂ were full of oeanle who .

-

could'evaluite” overy Hecisicn on” 1ts merlts, the werle culd be a tfar -

Ihanoler rlace; a bat borln ' erhan but woulon't tha., "¢ & sma}l price to

pay for a peaceful world”)) i .

(1 11ke your point about Sbarp S reaction ;0 the © ,, Ter awards

being 1dentical to the American reactlon. I suppose tho ~ould draw

a’ comparison ber - ~r 441 Dirsan ant Fichard Qharp, a1t ' - @ not surc

that ‘Richard w- ““t nleused! “he scems tc have t- .- 'mc1a about

Americar organi. - o anq11s cinvanced that the IDA o | 1 1.y to takx ~ 4
bz:zz:‘“bver”B?TTT?ﬁzﬁTbloh cy,?or “some such"nonsense. “here Laust declarée my - -

own " ncint of‘view. I am nelther pro nér anti IDA, IY do feel, however, )

that there sheculd be Treater linis betwéen American and Brltls Diplemacy,

and. as such I think that the Internaticnal Diplomacy Asscciation hasca
lot tc<éffer. Ifde not care’1f, “ag hichard clalms, the'IDA 1s not intcr-
nationdl, but Amer1can-dom1nat%d. I'would, hcwever, be baoly upset 1f,
1s a result of Edir Pirsan's acticns’in the States, and siichard's acticns
over here, have the result that Amc razcan and British umolomacy no longer
communlcate. It 1s ‘fer thls reascn that I havc Joined the IvA. It maizht
be of 1nterest te some of yoa to know thqt “the ILA 1s far less restrictive
‘over 1ts“publications than the '‘NMYC. The IDA handbcok (80p, available from
Pete Swanson, 6 Nelford Flace, Jlﬁbledon, SNI?,Londcn) and Jiplomacy ﬂorld~
which 1s heavily sub<1c1sed are both"iavarlable’ to non-1LA sembers,
Technically, however, an MGC zine 1s'nbt., sclchsteoss whlch 15 heuvily
subsidised by* the annual’ membér's cub‘xcrlntlon, shoulﬂ "I fee 1, be*sold
to non-KGC members at 1ts true value. I’alsd 'intend te sell Gh to anybody
who wants to buy 1t. I shall also trade‘w1th nch-NGC members who publish
zines. This apnlies mcre to American trades than British cnes. I feel
that I am <oing just as much fcor<thé 'NGC as "they are doing ‘for me. I am
not 'employel'?by the NuC and they will-not ‘order we arcund,))
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PETER GREIG: svho 1s Calhamer, anyway°' ” s S .ot
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- ((\WellpiPeter, Allan. B.Calhamer, fortall his sins, 1nvented the jame
of biplcoacy way back in the 1950'g. May fGod forpive -him, )

R _kéwgﬁlpgg_ﬁg_g; Q <_I;agree_w1th-youﬁihat,:w1th<$he=excention oﬁ:Dolchstoss,u“f~:wfil
R NGC zines are players only affairg, This 1s not necessarily

& bad thlng, but there 1s probably room for another of more beneral interest
and 1f Greatest Hits 1s’ to develop alono th€$c llnes, I would be Interested
in subbing. = °’

-~ I am surprlsed fhat you con51der ‘that the press in Mad Pollcz 1s
"brllllant". For me Conrad von Metzke's stuff 18n't amusing, while those
pages of’ 1dent1ca1 drlvel from Terry Knowles give me a paln 1n, the arsc, i ‘
Unless he”shuts up so'on I shan't be renewing my subscrlptlon. For _really
good press You' should read Jar Bulletln, and that’ brings me to mny "second
‘point.’ Please- don't make W1ll Baven's mistake of assuming that a long
z1ne 1s automatically a good one. For all that, War Bulletin 1s only 25%=-50%
of Bellicus 1in s1zg, and 1s a mich more welcome arrival on my doormat than
15 Bellicus., I enjoy the letters and the (largely 1rrat10nal) rantlngs in
the first part of Belllcus, but then we get onto Elsinor, which makes
Terry Xnowles look almost readable! . . T

P ow e Tt . 1 < v ot

(( I suppose press must’ be a matter of opinion, because I love both
Conrad's and Terry's-préss. (To all you non Mad Policy subscribers, 1t
costs 3¥%p plus postage, until January, ‘when 1t$w111 be 5p, and 1t comes
from our beloved-Richard J, walkerdlne, 'Cherlton, 15 Crouch Cak Lane “
Addléstone, Surrey). I certalnly hope that you don't stop subscribing just
becausé you' do not Ilke somebody press. You can‘alvays not read 1t.)) .

B iy e .- < s g . A o
2 . N - a ; . <
» - P2
! * - ' , [

g :

- s *
2 oo, s,‘\ > ‘{9 #

)

.



