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Th:!...», is the las‘b page“be:.nc typed and consequent]y I ‘can. reveal“that my _5:
duplicato® has buggered it self wup. again, and:so .l have had to brmg

-the  stencils back:to University,: If  pagesz 15" to: 18 are.-unreadable, -I'm

'sorry, but blame the duplicatoy, not meg: Toitop it-all, I'm using a grotty

- typewriter which insists-on.doublespacing-every dther- letter, thus cutting - .
-my speed.down- to ten words'a minute. K God, llfe can get on.itop of.you at.times,
Finally, don't bother 'phoning. 01-735-4220 sthe next ‘fortnight, because I.:

won't ber the:be. Canterbury is very nice when the sun is shmlng. “
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C "This .is GREATEST EITS Vol. TEN, Produced by Pete Birks, of 3G Eandforth
Road, London, Si79 OLL, ZENGLAND. G”“QTEST HITS costs,one~third of a'p a.side
(2 cent a side ‘to Yanks), and ie meant to be produced-ohce every three weeks.
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-Cnce upon a time there was a s111y boy. who nroduced a Dlplomacy zine.
Th1s silly boy owned a 5111y duplicator, which tended to go mad at the nos t
‘awkward time, i.e. in the middle of cduplicating. So the sillylittle boy had
to take his zine back to University to get it duplicated, which cost lots
and lots of money, and also resujted in the silly little zine being late
(or early if vou only receive biolchstoss and Bellicus.

That, in a paragraph, is what 'happened last issue. Come Sunday night,
I was prlnylnv page sixteen’ ‘when ‘the duplicatoy started pouring out 1nk, on
the floor, me, itself, and worst of all, on page sxxteen, which was quite
unreadable. The stenc11 was soaking, so I couldn't take it back with me to
Canterbury, and therefore nobody got the results of the Isaac As#émov quiz.
This, along with buncan Figden's review, and whatever else was on pages
fifteen and sixteen are all around someshere. bamned Duplicators, Grrrrre

dell, the elections will soon be upon us, unless there are not enouzh
candldates. My nanifesto for the post of regular d1plomcy .secretary is
somewhere around page Four. Please vote, even if it isn't for me. Figlet is
going for General Secretary. Tony Ball w~ill nrobably be treasurer again,
whilat the only Dippy candidates I know. of are ne, Sharp, Doubleday, and s
Holt. If I do .get on, I shall be putting forward ‘some proposals that would
mean changes in the NGC, consxstlnv of, I am afraid, higher prices, I am
saying this now because I feel th-t it would be d1shonest to say other-
wise just so that I would get elected.

Dolchstoss at last _worked its weary way to my postbox, with the imter-
esting news that Richard Sharp is not standing azain, thus meaning that
Dolchstoss will revert to being a normal NGC zZine of no’ more stature than
Greatest Hits. Ch how the nlwhty are—falleny =~~~

I mist confess that my time at University is. becoming far more enjoyable
now that I am living in college and do not have any. exams on my back (don't
you envy me Adrien?)..So much so, in fact, that I am only coming back to
London to produce GH or work in the Bookie's. Every night there seems to
be a party of some uort or another, ‘and my” friond's 'birthday last Tuesday
resulted in someone drinking 11 vodka and limes @n half an hour! (I drank
seven gin and tonics in the same neriod, and the results. of that were so
embarrassing that I dare not recount them here. I didn't thow up, though.

_ 7 Now "that Chelsea have been-relegated, West ifiam-have -won—-the F,4i, ‘Cup;
and Ingland have won the howme championship, life seems to be slightly berefy
of meaning, At this moment I am watching the incredibly boring Essex vs.
Glamorgah;i-anfl’ it strikes me what a poor team Essex: are, nowhere near Surrey
in quallty. Fow. does #alkerdine support them? -

By thegtlme you'read this. the results of the Referendum w111 be known,
and I predict:a 54-46% voté. This should be ,the beginning of a falling off

of the political comment~in Gil.. I hopé to concentrate more on Diplomacy artlcles,
repr1nted from ‘American Dlpny zines,., Especially interesting are fric Verhelden S
stalemate ‘articles, which -say a lot:about defensive positions. r

Science Fictiop; of course;, will continue on- its wvowerful way., as Jlll
the quizzes. I hope thst this will be what you, the readers, want. Not that I
_care a damn,

As for 21nes, M1sfelmer 1s now ohotocop1ed wame renorts only. Eg&ggﬁg
has yet to appear. Fif:h Column is ccasing to be plagued by 'forgeritis',
and Richaré Scett is tarowing accuset1ons all over the place. Jell I know who
did it, but’I ain(t ssyinge

DesConTeng is not far.away -now, and I expect to see all of you there,
even if you do stab me in the ulplonacy Competition. (And that is chronically
organised, as many games as you can nlay in 24 hours indeed! Stupid system,
what about the Henley pubs? Ch I forgot, Andy Holt doesn't drink. FIX!).

Let's hope thatthe weather is fine. The Scott mansion is an absolutely
superb place, and a wooﬁ time will certainly be had by all, Flease turn up.

I have just been to, see 'Tommy!, Ken Russel's latest film, and if you
are a '#ho! fan, then it's a must. If not, then don't bother. I also saw
'The Damned' at University, which was obviously the precursor to '"The Night
FPorter', Coulﬂ somebocy Mlease cxplaln the »nlot to me9
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'reader that 1t could han“en the way he sa1d RJther llke tﬁe small
. enclosed world of . ;he 1slqnd 1n "Lord Of The Flles" the sma 5
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Thxs story 1s set in a" ﬁost atDM~bomb-hoLaeaust whxch’haé resultediln

Two dlfforent,typeslof
brpnze age. 8001ety whlch

the other reactxonrwas to c11ck stod

A1m1vhty Thls novel won he"H‘go award for the best"sc1ehce f1ct1on
. novel in 1962. The " v1sua11sat1on,‘1f 1t shpuld .be called that,,of a
‘world w1thout llvht ia complete.
Gl "See' .There was; thatvwordlaga1n<

The claust ophobxa and pr1m1t1veness of the 51tuat10n is. emphas1sed
1n 11ne after l1he. Mr. Galouye 8 ab111ty to evoke thms world never
fa1ls ‘him..The emeng ence of _the. Surv1vors 1nto theé, out51de w0rld ‘has some:
beautiful images to ‘recommend 1t.\The dctlon is that of an 1nd1v1dual
seeking rebirth into a new world of'sensual 1mpress1on. Jared has “been

-1 &

1nf1n1ty of bold, loud
'sun'" (p170)

11m1ted ob3€ct1veslln the c1rcumscr1bed 11m1ted world of aural perceptlon.
The soclety is.a sort of trlbal conolomerate,nw1th he individuals having

i

_ some aspects whlch are renlnxscent of svhooldays (huntln expgdltlous),
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mﬂhafvébout some food'
, . ' Doubleday.

With Déstnlénf'bnlyﬁd?fofthight“awayiul hope*that everyone_ls naklng
~préparations ‘for their’ Joutney intd the’ wilds' of: Reading: T havei just
heard ‘about’ the rules for' thefnlplomacy Competltlon Godvareathey Jinsane!
' AS many games'‘as: nos51b1e ¢an be! played “in’th'e 24 hours fpom 9am’ Sat to
9am Suns The players with:the best ‘performance’ as? axpartlcularﬁcountry

- qualify for:the. f1naP That means:that people who>play. Dlppy non—stop
from Saturdayito Sundqy have'a far greater” chance .of: qualbfylng“’ﬂhat
aboutidrinking: t1me°“dhy should DiplomAcy mad. players and’ non=drinkers
have a better. chance of qnallfylna° Is. the:Committee Zoing!to.stand:for
thi% blatant’ pregudlce agalnst alcoholi&g?’ Yes,'no doubt.” - . 2

T T Last” Saturday” saw a "poKer game: ‘at ‘Lothair Road, thaeabode? 6f~ Jehn

.Plggott. ThlS is recounted'el ewhere, bt I - muf ay that: I en;oyed"lt

*’1mmensely. Thank" you - very’ 1wich, John, for. an enﬁoyable evening, night,

v

sand”’ mornlng. I'm only sorr;’

KN

that not ebiry oné - can win: “off- Yare.~ BRE
* Final spacef1llers,-dan t any “of” you forget to vote~in the: Commlttee
electlons* 51nce 1t“looks .s 1f there a%e go1na to be f13hts~f0r sone of

“are Steve Doubleday, Dﬂve xllen, Les quley, Andy Holtavand Rlchard Sharp.
purtof us siX c¢ani'be- elecwed.-The choice is’ ryourss TUSEEIT s 14
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CRAIG NYE: DD s d s Tt 0t Ty
I don't know why I should write letters to your ZIDG, when
. you won't write to mine. But my 1ncons1stency 15 Iegendary, 80 here I '

‘“’am. Anyway, I can't ‘stand" it any MOres

Flrst of all, please stop sendxny crummy faked 'dastadd'letters.
Els ketps thlnkln “her luck has ch&nged. ¢
 Next',' Steve Doublecross' I don't love Nelnlein,_I Just prefer ‘him
: “to” Jumped up, overrated, pretentlous bxrdbralns like’ Aldlss ‘and
BalLard. I don't change the subJect when Steve mentlons "I dxll Fear No
Ev11"' 1t's Just that experlence ‘hag taught ne' that dlscu351ng a’
helnlemner ‘with’ someone who d1sl:kes it is p01nt1ess. (Rld“le me this,
) Plgvott'"who uses the nane ’Heln1e1ner' far’starshlps,‘and in what book?) «
“Steve’ 8 memory must’be sllpn1ng, the llfestyle b1t comes’ after the
BT bit. I- hope ' that “is that” a quote" was 1ron1c‘(whoops'“a1most started
gettlng p01sona1 )

........

can never be’ sure how they ﬂne polng to react. Taklng my, pet peeve; As1mov -

S you always ‘know ' {hat 'His" characters are sgoing ‘to employ an unusual

i Mlste1mer'com1ng ‘through” ‘the ‘postboxs

pn>petty of the radlo—actlve decay of....to met out or 'in-to anythlng.
‘"Jhat' the fuck"? Peter,‘your subbers w111 thlnk it's Ret1ef or
IDA: Thanks for theé OED definiticn of traxtor.“{yf'f" c
'To stand on Zanzibar and defend Barry McManus'. I hasten” ‘to add 2

that 1 don't know Barry, ne come to thlnk “of "it ‘T -have a’vague recollection

of 51tt1nv 1n ‘a pub and talklng...Anyhow, ‘the d1sp1ay “of arrogant snobb1shness

P by your two ‘resident SF'buffs 1s a typlcal example of thé sort’ of"
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'“ see my ¢hinl
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behaV1our that has alleﬁeted me' from conventxonaI‘SF fandcms Steve's cmit
‘wa's acceptable,-elven ‘that Barry ‘ratheér “overshot “the ggounds of reéasonable
behaviocur. But John' s'-'Sclence Fentasy is as good as term as *Science
B F1ct1on'. Just because ‘it wasn't c01ned by Campbell or Gernsback.....
Brunner has a phllosophy, cne that is better deflned than’ most of
“the blg namne 8F - wrlters. ‘He is’ deeply concerned for ‘the state of - the:
planet, e is gesslnlstlc ‘about the future and heé' lacks all faith 'in
hunan nature. hake a’ damn’ good Dlppy player"Incxdentally I had better
Y qdd that I found *The Sheep Look Up' unréadable.”

”LA‘““*'aclazny 1s v101ence obsessed. I have sonetlneb yhought that he is a

N

valld concept sadly now played “to death. 'Lord Of Llnht' is the” out-
standing book in this series) ''badly written'!? Hul, please ‘supply examples
of well-wrltten SF in that case, Jochn. You too Pete

Fiat Voluntas Mea, If you think my beard is grotes;ue ~- you should

P T

« I got a dastard letter too, but dld not mention. it because I found
it in bad taste and unamusing,. I would like to know who 'Cuddles' really 1s,
80 that I can bite his head off.)) -

ciivzi- ((Asimoy's characters:always predictable?: Surely you jest! What about
Nlnhtfa1r° Or even better,‘"It's Such ‘A-Beautiful Day"? Both of these
~had:-nice twists at:the:-end, quite: unpredlctablee Asimov!s. characters are
certalnly as human as Helnleln s,;1f not more'so (Heinlein! B Jbaddies".
‘are.absolute’ pearlsy:. 'Space Cadet! for exampled)+) .- . , 2

- (( No- comment «on;the-IDA until I have had full conversat1on w1th Ldl

Blrsan, but!T-will state:now-that I want. the IDA/UK and NGC. to. merge,
~with-.the:  'new! NGC having affiliate status with the IDA. and. v1ce—versa,~,
~unfortunately: I can't afford. to'waste 80p .on nething at all,)) - :

( I always liked 'Sc1ent1f1ct10n' . btut that crud Gernsback not rid
.of~it.: Feople:have. sali that Gernsback wzs thr father of SF.. I'd put it
another way. SF is: Gerasbacl:'s 111e01t1m te son.)). . :

e (( Brunner nay.-have a. philosophy, bui he suffers from the handlcap
of not ,being .able to.write good SF. Aftex -all, Benn has a phllosophy,
‘but that doesn't mean that we . should awaxd, h1m a-Hugzo. or. Nova,* does it?))
. :({( Unless yon have Ry prlo“ knowledme of Budchlsm,,'Lord ct onht'
-is; confusing and: vamue s fiound: it very. lard to read, I must. admlt, "and
for an’ example -of- rood writin:, what about 'Frotector' by N1ven7 he gets
over some.Very.. d1ff1cu1t conc:pts (belng inside another bralh) very ‘welle
Zelazny does not succeed in’ t} is manner.) N
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