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EDITORIAL Hello, good evening and welcome to issue 9 of Fgll of Fagles,
It scems & long time since the last full issue, in fact it was 8 whole
weeks ago but it seems longer. I hope the cerbon copy issue 8 kept your
interest and I also hope that issues continue to be produced and received
with interest,

This issue will be the last in the format that you sre accustomed to.
At leest T hope it wills No, I'm not folding - I enjoy the publishing of
FOE too much to consider that at the moment. The next issue will probsgbly
be printed by my own duplicator and so I will be able to throw off the
shackles of being restricted to 10 sides and expsnd to whatever I can find
room for. More gemes, more chat, more articles, more letters, mMmore .e...
whatever you want. Just let me know.

ZINE NEWS

Just what is happening to the hobby ? So far this yesr we have had 3
long established zines folding - Pendulum, Greatest Hits and 1901 aat.
The latest casuality is Richard Wslkerdine's Mad Policy, & mere 71 issues
0ld, It seems odd that such well known pillars of the hobby should sll
fold within such a short spsce of time and the trend is a little
disturbing. I am not really guelified to pass comment on YP, having only
received the last few issues, but from what I have seen it appeared to be
a well produced, well GU'd, relisbde zine and the hobby will surely be
werse off without it. Just whet will happen to the MP zine poll - gurely
thig can’t be sllowed to dle snd I hope someone will take the task on.

Brightest news of the last few weeks is that New Statsesman has seen the
light of day. This is the new stets zine from Mick Bullock, 14 Nursery Ave,
‘Halifax, West Yorks HX3 58% I cen't praise it too highly. If Diplomacy
stats., are your cup of tea then this zine is 2 must. Issue 1 has details
of 21l 1987 postal geme sterts ( plus a few from the back end of 1976),
details of all games completed in 1977(a-la Finishing Touch) including
year by year supply centre charts., Algo included ere ratings of players
whp have completed at least 3 postal games, Future goodies promised are
a complete list of who i1s playing where in the hobby and an up-date of
the 1901 opening fregquencies. N§ is produced with typical Bullock-like
efficiency and is a must for any serious player, Costs are 12p plus
postage and it will be produced every 2-3 months. 4 good investment .

( Mick,I'1ll trade FOE for NS - OK)

Other news is Thsat Iain Forsyth is launching a new zine titled
gcoteh on the rocks., Issus 1 will be sveilgble st Midcon or from Iain at
© Lrdrossan Road, Saltcoats, 4yrshire, Scotland for the price of a stamp,
Proposed 3-weekly zine virpually Dip only at £1 per game plus £1 deposit.
Best of luck Iain - I think you'll meke it but you mey find 3 week
deadlines keep you very busy. ' .

Fihelly, rumour has it that Gummibells is delayed because of typee
writer problems end the next issue will be out early September. Naturally
Leviathan is very very very late as usual. Grumble, grumble, grumble...




INTER-ZINE DIPPY TOURNAMENT = 2 -

Desve Crichton, in s letter to Gummlballs, has proposed that a Dippy .
competition be held between tesms of players representing different zines.

Although the format of the tournament hss not yet been finslly
decided, the general idea is that each zine enters s team of seven snd
that each player would be allocated a ‘country by chance and then play in
a- different gasme from any team-metes. The finsl result would be decided
by some form of rating system tsking into account the performance of each
player.

I like the idea and have slready told Ron Rayner of. Gummi that 1 Would
like to enter a team to represent FORE if there is sufficient interest. So,
would snyone interested in being 'capped' for FOE please let me know by
the next deadline. Naturally I want %o pick the & strongest team possible,
so if you would slso let me have details of how you fared in your completed
'postal games gnd how you are’ progressing in games outside of FOE, this will
‘help me to select whet I think is our fipst VIL - I think I have & fair-

. idea of most players: in~, OB, - GM‘lng games gives a good insight into an
. individuals Dippy standard, :

: Specisl invitations are extended to messrs Scott,Nicholas and Roberts
who have already proved their ability., ilyself ? well I'm not sure, I have
been trying to cut down on my playing sctivities but I'm still involved in
five games at the moment and have promised to play in the Bruce all winners
- game startlng soon., - I think I'll wait and see. What kind of demand there is
for places in the FOE team, -

. Although it is not made clear, I presume that & player must be already
~playing in the zine he represents,snd of course a player may only represent
one zlne, ,

We're gonna win the cup...we're gonna win the cup...snd now you re gonna
believe USieeecorss
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THE PEN IS MIGHTIER... . 1 . by Nicky Palmer

Having sworn a mlghty oath never to pay for. & zine if I can get it free,
I have to keep trying to thlnk up themes which Richerd H., in his kindness,
will publish. Ales, I c¢an't think of snything this month, 'so maybe his
charity will extend to some chat on this and that ° vmrth I 75 o PR
The Northern Dash : Interesting to resd the comments in issue 7. Yes,
Richard, I did write the srticle in the hope of influencing your 212 moves
- I wented To | give a hand to my meain bulwerk in that game, Zdwin Godfrey's
Germaeny (I'm Austria), and having Frence in ENG seemed the best way to go
gbout it. The idsa of diploming by writing srticles seemed fun too. But it's
also true that I'd asked for France with a view to playing the opening,

. Mike points out that an E~G~I gllisnce in Spring 1901 will make the
dash look very sick; true - but then France is looking none too hot anyway
agalnst thet combinstion . Gauntrles with, 3 neighbours can afford tactically
to ignore the poss1b111ty that they. are all ganging up on him, leaving it
to diploming to try end prevent it, because if it happens they're more or
less doomed whatever the opening. .

If it goes the other way %but there is an E—G alllance agalnst one, as
there was in Rats 76/2 (iick's own game), then the opening gives the only
good chance of wseding it off; the initisl standoffs in Bur snd ENC leave
the situation similar to the start giving the French a chsnce to say Mwell
since your surprise attack didn't work,can we come to terms Zh
: The problem as ilick and Mike 1mply, is when there isn't an initial.
hostllity with both neighbours; the moves tend to’ create it. 4 lot depends

-on who they sasre. Experienced players usually belieye in realpolitik: if you
say to Germany: I opened with the dash to secure my defensive position; I
misjudged you snd em now in Bur; I csn see you might feel like attscking me







