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EDITORIAL AND QENERAL CHAT

It is now well over a week bofore the deadline and I'm boreds =o I'm going to
type up an editorial 'off the top of my head' and see what happens. The reason
I'm bored is that on Monday ($th) I began to feel most strange - not really ill
but justlcome over o bit funny like deary! - and so went to the Doc's. Well he
diagnosed Gastric 'flu and gove me a sick note for the rest of the week, So here
I am, s%ill feeling 'peculiar' and yet not ill or bedbound, in fact feeling a bit
of a fraud, 'Flu to me mecans aches and pains, strcaming nose, no appetite etc.
But this bug I have has manifested itself in slight gutache, the occasional trots,
breathlessness from time %o time accompanied by mild perspiration and a sensation:
of feeling mildly 'distant'. UMy appetite ( and my thirst ) are unaffected and
I'm continuing ‘o smoke quite happily, and there is no trace whatvocver of any
cold symptoms., Anyway, I'm bored, and so why shouldn't I bore you with it too?

No prizes for guessing what is different about this issue. I have a new
typewriter. It's an Underwood 315 portable and is a distinct improvement on the
Victorian gadget used on the previous 23 issues. Hope you like the different
typefrce — I think it's an improvement. My only reomaining fear is that it won'i
cut stencils well enough for my duper but I think this feasr is groundless.

Anyway, if it won't you won't be reading this will you ? One adventage is that

I can get more leiters perline and more lines per page and 80 may be able to get
more content in the zine without having to increase the number of pages. I did ~
plan on this issue being fairly small and holding over most material for issue 25
but the way things are going it would seem that this issue will still be fairly
large, The main problem is that nearly all the gomes are in their Autumn scasons
and s0 extra space is needed for the winter adjustments. I must try and achieve
a better balance of seasons.

Those of you that reccive Dolchstoss will have read Richard Sharp's statement
concerning the way he plans to run the NGC =5 a benevolent Dictatorship., If yow
don't got D then you should and I'm not going to go over all the points that
Richard wmakes, The fact that the club is insolvent is not surprising but is of
course reprehensible, not that it would do any good to try and apportion blame at
this stage, Richard's proposals Lo clear the deth/f:?dable but I fear that the
club may not be able to say just who is owed what !} When I ran my first and only
WGC game (NGC 220) I recognised that the finincial aspect of the club was not
being properly conducied and so felt loathe to entrust all the cash collected o
the ftreasurer, I should have sent all the money and trusted that deposits would
be refunded when the game ended and that my GM cut would be paid at the same time,
This I felt reluctant to do. I had seven players who were all presumably new to
the hobby and didn't want to get into a Financial arguement whore I was the middle-
man betwsentthem and the NGC., So I retained the deposites and my @1 cut and sent
a chegue for the balance, It is interesting to note that it took the cheque
over 5 months to_ appear on my bank statement ! Anyway, gentlemen of NGC220, your
deposits are safe with me, o _

I like Richard's ideas and I am in agreement. The life-membership can only
be successful if the NGC offers something more then just an introductory service
and Richard does seem to make it reasonably attractive with plans for a cut-price
Dolchstoss, discount on the annual national Con. and discount from Games Centre.
As one of the 'HGC should be an introductory service only' school, I am cuite
nrepared to modify my stance if a 1ifc membership of the club will bring
substantial benefits, I am very pleased to see that the Central Gamestart Service
will be retained - I have always viewed this as essential, What does worry me is
that Richard will no doubt be the judge and jury'as to which zincs will belallowed!
to take NGC gamestarits and this could well cause trouble, He is already on record
as saying that he will reserve the right as to which zines he will allow to be sent
to new members as part of the introductory packagey,and if this is extended to
include those zines ﬁhat may be allowed to run NGC games then we may well end up
with another divisive split in the hobby. At the moment we are in the position
where there are several zincs chasing gamestaris, and most of these zines are
new ones, Richard says he would not send new zines to new mcmbers as part of the
introductory packages would you allow new zines to take HGC games Richard 7 If
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not, then it seems we could find a situation whereby new zines are crying out for
gemestarts and the established zines will not be interested in taking NGC games

or will have no room to accommodate them, ,
' The final point is that no mention has been made regarding orphan games, Will
you take the responsibility for rehousing them or are you prepared to delegate the
task to someone elsé Richard ? If necessary I would not object to doing the work
for NGC games only §. o ‘

Over the last month, nearly every zine I have read carried a report on Polycon,
The one common theme is that i% was a huge success, Already there has been a
suggestion made as to the venue of next years national Con - Newcastle Upon Tyne.
In the latest issue of Howay the Lads Willy Haughan explains that steps are already
being taken to find a suitable site and enquiries are being made of the University,
Polytech., and Northern Countiecs College. Willy is asking for comments and v
suggestions, Iy view ig that I would prefer a Con noarer home (selfish that's me)
but if Willy can organise something similar to Polycon then He's got my backing.
September 1979 is a long way off but the planning can't start too soon.

Several days latercese.e.sdh well I'm back at work and that horrible 1ittle bug
has been completely tamed — such are the wonders of medicael science, we live in
exciting times }. The usuwal after-effects are in evidence however, piles and piles
work lying untouched on my desk. I often think that if I was away for over a
month then the whole telecommunications network would grind to a halt - what do
you mean it is doing 7?9 :

Although there are still a couple of days before the deadline, answers to the -
GM'ing quiz are rolling in guite nicely. If you havan't entered yet there is .
still time if you do it straight away. I probably won't get around to analysing -
the answers for a few days so if your entry reaches me before I type up the whole
thing then I'11 ocept it. At the moment I have 11 replies but only two are
100% correct. What surprises me is that the cuestions I thought were difficult
are not causing as much trouble as those I considered.to be easy. One guestion
in particular has received 6 wrong and only 5 right replies, and I nearly dldn't
include it as I thought it was fairly obvious. Just goes to SNOWesosose

What else ?  Well sevvral of you have asked about press statements suffixed
with abbreviations for government. The house~rules state that only players may
use this appendage for their own country but reccntly there have been one or two
press statements that have looked doubtful.  I'll try and clarify the rullng by
saying that press releasce with the appendage 'GVHT! or!GOVT! ( be it in upper
or lower.case ) or the whole word written out in full can be attributeable to
the dateline country. I'll try and take exira special care that I Spbll\thc
datelines correctly !!' Any other form of abbreviation must be considered as
possibly originating from another country., ' Please feel free to ask me for
conflrmatlon of any Spelllng in this respect in any future press relaeses 1!il
Muff said °
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WAITING LISTS

REGULAR DIPLOMACY ONLY s— Jeremy Tullett, Anthony Massey, Bob Tucker (4 needed)

Hnmmm,  demand fop gamestarts seems to be slowing down. Now that FOE 1 has.
finished this next game can start as soon as the list is filled., In fact
several games seem to be ncaring completiony FOE 7 & NG¥ 220 should be next with
FOE 6 not far behind, NGC 220 will be rep&aced by another NGC gome but if lists
do not £ill then I shall he tempted to take more NGC gumeo to keep the guota up .
“to 15 games.

Entry to the waiting list is by payment of &£1 gamefee, plus a Rl dep031t
unless I'm already holding a deposit in respect of another FOE game,
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