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For the 23rd time this is Fall Of RBagles, & four-weckly Diplomacy zinse
b?ought to you with loving care and attention by me, Who am I ¢ Details
will be found on the front cover,

CONTENTS
FOE liceiesceaspage 8 FOE 18..000000000088 14
FOE DeeooasooosDOZC 8 TOE 13/BAT l....page 20
FOE Gevooeoaosspagc 13 FOB 14. 000e0se0.page 11l
FORE Tevesoaoees pagc 17 TORE 15, 000000000 Page 16
FOE Bioeoeessaes POSC 11 FOE 16...0600e0e.p08E8 8
FOE Cevosessscspoge 18 OB 17...e000000pagc 12
FOE 10....0.e..page 10 FOE 18 Gamestart page 19
FOE 11Vieseooespage 12 NGC 220....000.0page 18

DEADLINE#*#%%*%Thursday October 19th 1978 4pmrprempt [ sskss DEADLINE

CREDITS
)
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A red figure mesns you owe me and \ \

run the risk of no future ilssues &
orders being refused,

'T™ means we are trading,

Payments may e made in cash,
checque, stamps (multiples of 9p &
7p), postal orders, Scottish, Irish
pound notes and in fact currency of
eny description thet my bank will

accept J
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EDITORIAL & GENERAL CHAT

fhat's been hsesppening since lasgt issue then 7 VWell thers was
Burocon snd the Polycorn. I gsther France 1is slowly returning to
normal now that the hard-core have been deported back to blighty, I
hear that Richsrd Sharp was taken quite 111 and suffered an enfiorced
stay in French hospitals for most of the holiday, but his sppearance
st Polycon suggests that he is returning to full heslth although st
the time of writing Dolchstoss is well overdue. Polycon was & gnccess
and you should find a report on it elgevhere within this issue.

What else has been happening * The VNVS sags has dragged on and
seems to take s new twist every few days. Following my asccusation
that Paul Ferkin was in fact ilike Jervis, both Mike and his side-kick
Chris Fermer 'phoned me, Evidently they were at Brunts Grammar School
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together some 15 years ago, snd the names of the'varisnts' listed in
the flyer releted to people and in-jokes there st the time. However,
they both emphatically denied any connection with the hoax, Then what
should arrive but issue 1 of VNVS - a smart photocopied cover, but when
opened up the 'zine' contained 40 blank pages ! It was this issue

that finally convinced me that Jervis was in fact the culprit because
by the same post arrived a letter from him containing game-orders and
both letters bore identical post~marks including a frenking asdvert

that was in dire need of re-inking., Some days later llike rang again
and this time he admitted all.

Apparently this whole episode was Just a publicity stunt for the
launching of & real zine - Ferkin - and issue 1 is now out., Mike will
run standard Dip. at £1 and Intimate Dip. at 50p and the zine is photo-
copied and costs only 1lOp inclusive of postage )] Mike seems to have
a great gense of humour and I get the feeling that Perkin could become
a good read. Mike writes "Ferkin is not going to suffer a proper launch
because I don't want it to grow too fast. If it turns out toc be s half-
way decent effort and people want to play and subscribe then fine but
I'm not going to tout for custom. Similarly I'm not interested in trades
because I don't want my house filling with piles of the tasteless pap
churned out by a majority of editors at the moment. If I like a zine
I'1l sub to it and send its editor a free copy of Ferkin easch time itfs
procuced. " Great Mike - keep subbing to FOE and I'11l glsdly accept
F free of charge. Mike's address is 19 Portree Drive,. Rige Park,
Nottingham. :

And you may think that that was the end of VNVS., But not What
should srrive a couple of days later - yet another version of issue 1
of VNVS., This time posted in London by an editor who wishes to remsin
anonymous, but provides an sccommodation address of 17 Raleigh Cres,
Stevenage, Herts, This anon. individual claims that he originated the
hoaxflyer and deliberately tried to throw the ‘blame’

on Messrs
Jervis & Farmer, and claims he also went to school with them )} Every-
thing sbout VNVS is free ~ except that SAE's must be sent to receive
it. I doubt if this zine will become a going concern but the novelty
value is amusing. Now for the sting ) I know who is behind this scheme.
It's not a guess - not a case of putting two & two together - but g
clear give-away. Mr Anonymous will find enclosed with this issue of
FOE a suitable blackmail letter which I insist he complys with if he
wants to keep his identity secret. Heh, heh, heh.
The fingl developement - at. least for this issue = was a 'phéne call
I had from Malcolm Brown. Evidently one or two people think he is the
anonymous editor of VNVS Mk 2. He has asked me to mention that he is
not connected with the affair in anyway. So I've mentioned it,
Well what else has been happening ¢ Well I failed my promotion
board didn't I ) Third bloody time in five years. Will I ever get through?
There is one hell of a bottle-neck, of 45 people interviewed only 7
were included on the panel for promotion, I won't bore you with all the
details - suffice to say that I didn't do myself justice and thought of
all the answers I should have given some time later,
Lestly, it pains me to report that I have Just been eliminated from
a postel diplomacy game for the férst time in 4% years in the hobby and
15 gamestarts. Jigssw Fricassee will remain engraved in my memory until
I have revenged myself against messrs Ayre, Bridgford and Pringle. You
have been suitsbly warned gentlemen /.. Seriously, it had to happen
eventually. My record before this elimination was 4 wins, 3 3-way draws,
a b-way draw, a 2nd place end a 5th place (my first ever game)., Ah well,
that's lifec.
At the moment I am down to playing in 4 gomes and I won't be starting
anymore until I'm down to 2 or 3, Then I shsll enter my first varisnt

which must be stab J
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