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This 1s 1ssue 22 in the continuing saga of Fall of Fagles. This mint
condition specimen, superbly printed on high guality vellum, lavishly -
illustrated, grammatically perfect and impeccably Gi'd is g true
collectors item for the give-away price of 16p including postage. It
is brought to you by that congenital liar, stabber, and really warm
wonderful human-being (birth cerfificate produced on demand), your
friend and min€.......me J ' ,
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EDITORIAL & GENERAL CHAT

Thediscerning eye will slresdy have noticed thst we have a b week
deadline to next igsue for the first time in the glorious history of
FOE., Why ? Br...well I suppose it may seem a weak excuse to some ef
you but it just so happens that 1f I keep to 4-week deadlines then the
saturdays that I would be working on the zine clash with the County
playing at home. Now the loss of this time could be critical in getting
FORE out on time, and as for missing my fortnightly trips to ileadow Lane =-
unthinksble ¢ After this 5-weeker I'1l revert to 4 week deadlines
agein which should tske us comfortably through 1978, 4 3-week deadline
was out of the question asg this would clash with PrestonDipCon.

Sorry ebout the extra cost of last lssue. Unsvoidable I'm afraid.
Becguse of the number of letters and the volumes of press associated
with the games (I always try to print all press) the size of the zine
meant that it went over the 11m1t for 9p/Tp postage rates. Consequently
I had to buy masses of 1p,2p & =P Qtampq. You would think that the P, 0.
would provide stamps in units of 3%p and 24p wouldn't you - but evidently
they don't, 4nyway, all plasyers had an extra 4p deducted from their
credits and non-players 3p. Planning the size of any issue is slways
difficult as I try to have everything prepared except for the games a
few days before the deadline. If the games carry a lot of press as they
did last time then I either have to hold over an article or something
or go beyond the 20 pages that I try to seb as my upper limit,

still on the subject of game-press, Filibuster 1s running a press
poll designed to find the best press written over the previous year.
Anyone can nominate any press or press series which has been printed in
a U.K zine. When nominsting please stste the zine in which the press
appeared, the date etc., Also please give a short extract (100-200) words.,
The entries will be printed in a future issue of Fili and people will
be invited to vote on what they consider to be the best press, aAll
voters, and anyone elge interested, will receive free issues of Fili if
they don't already subscribe, Entries should be sent to Adrien Baird,
10 Haddon Close, Meadow Gardens, Syston, Leicestershire. The general
standard of press in FOE is not particulsrly high in my opinion, however
there have been one or two isolated gems which are perhapq worthy of
nomination. I 1eave it 1n your hands.

Speaking " of adrien BalPd leads me nicely on to ‘the . questlon of FOE
profits. If I'd have known.what kind of g stir my §imple accouts of
a couple of isgues ago .would have made then I don't think I would have
bothered prlntlng them. Pete Birks found ‘that the topic was good
enough to be included in the editorial of his latest Grestest Hits and
seversl other zines have mede passing reference, . Correspondence hasg
been continuing privately between adrien, myself, end my Chartered

Accountant friend but I won't bore you with all the details as itfs .. -«

now getting very techaical and & lot of it I don't profess to underbtaﬁd
Whether or not I accept Adrien’'s £50 challenge is still undecided but - <
I will keep you all 1nformed. ) ' - e e

PrestonDlpCon 1s now Very close, I shall be there for moc% of the~»«=»~'

day on the saturday - perhaps travelling in my own car or perhgps . ---

g01ng with Clive Booth, The only other Con. I have been to wag lagt. «»«:-

yvear's Midcon at Nottingham University and I only met a handful of you
then. I look forwerd to putting faces to names snd renewing acqualntances
made last yesr. Hope to se¢ zs many of you &s possible there, - A S

Tncelosed with this igsue you should find = flyer for something
called VNVS. I edvise you to read the flyer Dbefore resding on any further,
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You've read it ¢ Good ) Well it's just got to be & hoax hasn't it 2

The flyers arrived a few days ago without any warning and just a brief

- and unsigned typed note from Mr Ferkin, FERKIN ! I ask you ) The name

itself conjours up a cross between a large cask of ale and a rude

adjective, Unknown Dip. variants offered in a 40 page lithd zine costing

only 15p with a 24 hour turnround - He ha ha., "Two inch thimk Dippy",

"Drun is nurd backwards Dippy'" -~ the only thing missing is Dungeons &

Scceerboss Dippy with optdonal cluedo rules,

Right, if it's a hoax then lets get to work with the Sherlock Holmes

gtuff, Iet's look at the facts:=

Fact 1 - The address quoted is that of Chris Tringham.

Fact 2 - Chris is away at Burocon in Francs * '

Fact 3 - Willy Haughsn has also received a number of flyers for distrib-
ution with Howay the Lads, Susging a hoax he didn't-send them

: out, .

Pact 4 - Willys parcel was posted in Derby, The postmark on my parcel
was 1llegible,

Fact 5 = Brunts G, S. Dlplomaoy & Aha } It just so happens that there is
a Brunts Grammer School in Mansfield ..

Right, so lets start putting a few of these clueg into order, I
suspect that Chris's address was used as it was known that he would be
away at the time and would be grested by(hopefully) mountains of mail
addressed to Mr F. on hig returr, So the culprit probably subs to
Megalomania, and probably to Eg@ and HtL also., Furthermore he may well
have links with both Berby and Mansfield, Adopting my Poirot stance,

I eye all my subbers with a steely glance and point the accusing finger
0 seeees MIKE JERVIS. ) Circumstantial evidence suggests that it is
Mike ss he lives in Nottingham (approx mid-way between Derby and
Mansfield), works (I think) at the Eest Midlands aAlrport near Derby,
supports Mensfield Town F,C,, subs to FOE, Meg and had a mention in HtL
l1ggt issue but one. Ccome on Mike,..own up + Thanks for the laugh but
it must hsve cost you a few Dbob,

T'm sure I need not point out that readers would be unwise if they
sent any money in response to this flyer,
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WAITING LISTS

REGULAR DIPLOMACY :- Davey Hunter, John Jackson, Jonathan Kempton,
Bruce Foster, andrew Bridgford, (2 wanted),

One place is reserved for Tom Watkins assuming he gtill wants to
play, as soon as the necessary fees have becn paid.

- This game will start as soon as one of the current 15 games ends,
FOE 1 and FOE 5 look likely to end pretty soomn

Game fees are £l,plus a dep051t of £1 if I'm not already holding =
FOE deposit. NGC game deposits are not the same as FQE deposits,

Waiting lists sre always open on the mnderstandlng that I shall no¥
run more than 18 games at any one time.

_ The next veriant to start will not be until FOE 11V has ended, I
only intend running one veriant at a time., When that time approaches
I'11 ask for suggestions for asnother variant geme but I can warn you
now that variants that do not use the gtandard Dlppy board will not be
run. ((Thanks for the onqulry))
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THE DIPLOMACY ARTICII A Diplomacy game should slways result in s draw,

I recgll that some years ago I read an article on this topic but I
~have been ungble to track it down recently. So 1if the author of that
article is resding ‘this one, my- apologleb for nicking his idess.

Why should. Dlplomacy ‘games never be wonn ? Well first of gll I should
mention that this statement is based on several assumptions. They are -
that there should be no NMR's or drop-out's thus eliminating the big™
advantage often given to other playerg ag a result of these occurences.
Furthermore, every player should always play for the best possible
regult for himself at all times, taking into consideration the position
he is in gt the time. This latter statement is a*little difficult to
define, R
Clearly we 2ll start a new game hoping to win - any other objective -
(ie to help or stop enother player from winning) is unfair on the o
remaining players. These hcpes are often dashed quite early and so a
new target has to Le formala* d; end 1t is here that the divergence
of opinion begins, My own view is that if it is no longer pogssible to
win then one’shoula play to prevent anyone.else from w1nn1ng and try
to survive to particivaote in o draw, Incidentally,:I don't recognise
two-way, three-way or even four-way 'wins' ~ these are clesrly drswn
games although some pleva:s toy to pretend otherwise, "I shared a win
in 197572" -~ rubbish Thers cen be only one winner and that is the
player who geins 18 @ntreg9 or the player that has victory conceded
to him by the other players, although often victory by concession is
premature, However, I digress. There is a school of thought that if
one cannot win then the next begt result i1s 2nd place followed by 3rd
place and so on. I gon't subsceribe to this idea as 2nd place is defeat
st the hsnds of the VLCBOLa However, survival (no matter with how few
sharing the spoils with the other survivors.

ere all playing to obtein the best possible
draw featuring as few players as possible)
and thst these playe~s 22 not miss a.deadline , then I submit that the
game will end in g 3 ov way draw. Normally, the first few years see

a couple of countries out and two or three strong powsrs emerge. It is’
at this point that the major powers must beware, Not only must: they try
to extend their.own empire, but they must take care that snother power

units) in a draw is a ©
So given 7 players w
result (win,followed Dy
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does not develop at = grester rate & reach - & position where he can
make s grab for the fingl cs tres for victory. In fact, given thsat all
players are playing for the best possible result, the game rapidly

reaches a gtalemate, I'm sure the theory is correct but prov1n® it
conclusively is s 1little difficult,

I have reviewed sll my completed games (fortunstely I survlved in
gll of them) and each one can be shown to prove the theory correct, In
all games that I won I can powat to factors quite lgte in ‘the game
where I could have been held to a draws Similarly, I have been
involved in several draws where elther my opponents have finally come
together to stop me from winning, or where I have joined with former
game enemies to stop eanother from winning,

However, Diplomﬂ“v is all about personalities when all is sald
and done. In so many gemes, players refuse to forgive and forget stabs
egrlier in the game cr even jin different games. Consequently the
required co-operation is not there when 1t 1s needed most and the cheance
for a draw is gone. The moral is, get to know your fellow players., Are
they religble ? Will they hold g grudge ? Are they of the 2nd place
is better than a2 4-way draw school of Thought. Their attitude is of

great importance to the way you pldy gach game. ;
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