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I'm now holding, ..... //
'l"r //of YOUr MONEey.

Black 1g beautiful - especially if it is 16p or more.
If less then please send more cash -

Red, is of course rather nasty. (Just like that
team at the top of Div.1l that play in the same
colour)., In fact if you are in the red then you
will most likeRy not have received this issue and
will certainly not get next issue unless you pay Up.

'T' of course means that you get this free as a trader,



EDITORIAL & GENERAL CHAT

AS you are no doubt aware, the 1978 zine poll results have been
published in the latesgt edition of Mick Bullock's New Statsmsn. Those
of you too miserly te sub, to Mick's superbly informative stats. zine
(how's that for a plug Mick ?) will find the results summarised
elsewhere within this issue.

’ I was just backing the car out to go to work the morning that the
postmen appeared bearing NS. Recognising what it was, I Tevourishly
ripped open the envelope and opened the zine and there were the poll .
results on page 2. A very -guick glance showed FOE in 8th place: which
was Jjust sbout what I expecteds Driving to the office I started to wake
up and try to recall what I had read during my cursory gdance J What
wag thet zine at no. 1 2 Surely it was Rhubovia ) RHUROVIA JJ.) How the
hell did that happen - it must be a fix. Come to think of it there was
no mention of Dolchstogs, Chimaerg or Ethil the Frog gbove FOE, At each
-get of red trgfflo lights I zroped about in my briefcase trylng to find
N§ without "success and it was not until I arrived st the office thsat I
was able to read that I had come 8th in the zine frgquency survey. But
where on earth were the zine poll results ? Page upon page of explanations
(end excuses 4 ) from Mick, end teble upon table of figures relating to
the results, BUT WHERE WAS THE NICE SIMPLE TABLE SHOWING THE RESULTS °
Then it dswned on me, In true }Mick Ballock style, he had jettisoned the
the old simple table of results that Richard Wslkerdine used to¢ show in
Mad Policy and had substi tuted it with numerous other cherts all giving
different results. o

Some 24 hours later I had dlgested the 1nformat10n & I'm fairly
happy to report that FOE finished in 6th, 1llth, 10th, 9th & 10th place
depending on which table you consult. Well I'm g tradltlonélst and
prefer Richard Welkerdine's old system which by a happy 001n01dence
happens to give FOE the highest placing - 6th.

This year 151 T people voted of which 35 voted for FOE -~ about 50% of
the readership. For once the hobby voted reasonably sensibly and
whichever table of results you consult you find Dolchstoss at the top.
8o congratulations go to Richard Sharp for a well-deserved victory.
Thenks to gll of you that voted for FOE. You gave it sn average of
7, 607 out of 10 which I think is slightly higher thsn it deserved. Three
kind souls gave votes between 9.5 and 10, 6 between 8.5 & 9. 49, 13
between 7.5 & 8.49, 8 between 6.5 & 7. 4J9 1l between 5.5 & 6,49, 3
vetwesn 4.5 & 5. 49, and one rotten sod gave me a vote between 5 5 & 4, 49,
That gentleman had better keep quiet or I'll forget to put a stamp on
hig next issue of FOE and deliberately sort out the worst printed rages
and s¥ple them up in in resndom order, ‘Wheddye mean, that's what your last -
igsue was like!] geriously though, once again the poll has been a success
thanks to the 151 voters: I know that most publishers are concerned
that their zine is well thought of and of course this is the one resl
opportunity in the yesr When the reader can hand out praise or

damnatlon g

I've already briefly mentloned the frequency survey; Although this
has beecn overshadowed by the zine poll, it does make interesting
reading. The most expllclt column shows number of weeks betwesn the
deadlines, FQOE ig in 8th. place only because I run a 4 weekly zine, All
zines above are 3 weekly zines. Only Eclipsor (now folded), Ethil the

Frog snd Chimsers challenge FOE in this respect. The survey makes
interesting reading. Lemming Expreqs one of the more successful zines
in the zine poll has had deadlines over the last year of the following.

lengths := 6,5,10,3,6,5,42,4%,9,5 511 weeks of course. L% is a good

zine and deserves its high placing in the poll, but how much better it
would be if it sppeared more regulorly;
Getting back to FOE, this issue sees the final article on onening
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etrategy. The series as & whole seccus to have been successful judging
by the kind comments many of you have made, not to mention the requests
for back igsues from newer gdbscribers. I'm & little surprised at this
as you may recall I started writing the articles because no one else
was submitting articles for publication. PFurthermore, I felt that I only
scratched the surface of the subject and that my articles were pitched .
at the level that would appeal to novices., Re-reading them it is apparent
that the countries I prefer to- play received a more enthusiastic :
write-up than those which come 1ower in my preference- llst In01dentally, o
my preference list is A, R,G,E,I,T,F. Strenge but true . T1' ve 'a few more
ideas in mind for articles go you'll have to put up with. them for a little
longer, but I'm digsppointed thet articles from readers have not been
forthcoming. Of course I exclude our friend Virgil Quyll who's writings
have caused Iain Forsyth to become paranoid, not to mentlon Sheaun Derrick
& Nicky Palmer both of whom have made contributions in the past. Once
again I appeal to you 2ll for articles connected with Diplomscy, no
matter how lomsely, for publication. Free issues for publighed articles .
Finelly, one player in FOE has asked if a country has to give
permlsQ1on for hig units to receive Qupport The answer is no. If you’
want to give support to an opponents move (or even suspected move ) then
you merely hsve to order your unit(s) to do it. Your opponent hss no
choice in-the matter. Thils can be frustrating st times eg, Franee hss
A(8pa) & A(Bur) and needs to defend Mar from Italian A(Pie) but wants
to keep Mar open for & bulld., 8o he orders both units to Mar in s
self standoff but Italy orders A(Pie) S French A(Spa)—mar with the result
that the A(Spa) gets into Mar. Frence cannot build in Mar and perhsps
does not gein Spa [ 4nother weapon for the good player's aPmoury,
Right, that's about it for this issue. Once agein most of this hsas
been = typed well before the desdline so it will probsbly be out of date
by the time you read it. Next issue will once again e a day laste in
reaching you, the deadline coinciding with yet another bank holiday '
weekend resulting in FOE not being in the post until the tuesday. Actually
it will be posted on the monday but the PO won't be en@tylng their boxes

until next day. Cheers for now,
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FOE 14 (1978¢>)

ALUSTRIA Ian Prlng1e9 22 Burwood Gardens, ﬂshvole, Aldershot, Hants
ENGLAND Bob Tucker, 142 Norwood Road, Tulse Hill, London SE24
FRANCE - Richard Mansfleld 17 North Streest, Okehampton9 Devon.
GERMANY 4lan Watson, 38 Hummersknott 4ve, Darlington, Co Durham
ITALY William PForrest, 1204 Govan Road, Glasgow G51 4Q7

RUSSTA Alan Lennox, 44 Cherry Hill, Barnet, Herts

TURKEY  4Alan Kovaces, 22 Paxton Road Ooundony Coventry

What a besutiful geographloal spreﬂd ! Prom the West Country up to
Tartan Army land via Hants, London, Herts, the Mldlands & Geordieland,
Welcome to alan W. & Alen L. who, as new players to FOE will find s
copy of the housge rules enclosed, Welcome back also to the rest of you
in a game that seems top heavy with Alans’ [

Spring 1901 deadline is Friday iMay 26th, but if you think that this
does not give, sufficient time to spread poisoness lies then you may
ask foe an extended deudllne to 1ssue 20 which will probably be Friday -
June 25rd,

That's about it., ILet me Know 1f you have any querles.

Remember, ... . HE who h681tateq 1& last .}

L J *_*_*_:k_n..*..-.e_q-..=°_:'.-s_=s-._.;~..°f=..-n__>.’=f..=:<_*_*_%f_*_*__*_*_*__*_‘,‘g_*_*_*‘_ o i






