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A postal Diplomacy fanzine, sort-of-edited by John Piggott, Jesus College,
Cambridge, CB5 8BL, U.K. ETHIL THE FROG is freely available for trade,

ye coin of the realm (£1 for 20 copies or 5p. each) or the Invocation of
Mephistopheles., This is a Tapeworm Production.
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Openings

i

Nobody had any complaints or criticisms to make of the House Rules and
the other arrangements which were published last issue. I must therefore
-assume that all the players in "A' game are completely satisfied with
everything. - Or wmaybe it's so bad that they think there's no hope
Now there is o depressing thought to start on!

.Thanks to all who showed their sterling worth by sending money. Will
anyone who hasn't yet please do s0? Otherwise my bankruptcy will be your
_game uncompleted.

Severe Complaint

Two of the Spring 1901 moves did not arrive until Monday, despite
the fact that the deadline was set for Ssturday. It is perhkhaps worth
seying that the Post Awful System isn‘t quite as efficient as the more
optimistic among us think it is, especially during these present dark
days (no pun intended). It .may not be generslly realised, and judging
by some of the optimistic letters I've been getting from Various people
it isn't, but it isn't possible tc sort letters when there’s no light.

Luckily for the latecomers, I did not adjudicate during the weckend.
I do not guarantee that I shall delay anything again. You are advised to
zet your orders in well before the deadline i1f possible - afterc-all, you
can ?1ways change them should you alter your plans at the last mlnute
And it's better to have some orders in rather than none at all.

The deadline for Autumn 1901 moves and Winter 1901 builds is now
Friday, March 10, 1972. 1 shall be returning home for the vacation
immediately after that date; thus I shan't be around to recelve any late
moves! Bear that in wmind...

The Megil Response

-Notwithstanding what has been said earlier about the lack of comments
by players on our first issue, there were still quite a few interesting
remarks passed by various people. ROD WALKER, while assigning our first
game a Boardman number, griped: 'Could you move your left-hand margin
over abour 3-5 spaces? I keep zines in three-ring binders and there isn't
quite enough room to punch holes." I hope Rod will consider this an
improvement. The mergins were set too close to the edge of the paper for
me, too; as you'll have noticed, the photocopier left the end off some
of the words... @& problem I hope will be solved in this issue. DON
TURNBULL, edidor and gamesmaster sans pareil, offered to do my typing for
me. Thanks, Don, but I can manage. BRIAN ROBINSON suggested we remember
our our true intentions toward alcoholism and rename the zine to ETHVL
THE FROG, while Ian Maule casuelly remarked in 2 throwaway line thet,

"on Fridey a Gestetner 105 duplicator dropped through the letter-box." Ian
then offered to run off ETHIL THE FROG for us, a most kind gesture which I
think I shall accept. Thenks, Ian. ‘

WALT BUCHANAN and DON TURNBULL. both expressed incredulity that a
wargaming magazine could have e crazy title like ETHIL THE FROG. I guess
you can see thelr point though. But we'd all look damn stupid pleying in
a2 warzine called DINSDALE, though, wouldn't we?

HARTLEY PATTERSON had a few criticisms to make about our monetary
structure. In his own fanzine, WAR BULLETIN, Hartley noted that having
no game fee makes for no encouragement for realacement players (but see
later in this issue!) and thet paying a game fee will make a player less
inclined to drop out. I'm inclined to doubt this myself -- are there any
psychologists in the azudience? What do the rest of you think? Should
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there be a redical revision of ETHIL's financial policy? Or esre things
best left as they are? We haven't lost any players yet...

Anyone who thought that our first issue looked good may well be in
for a shock when he sees this one. The stencilling seems to be going all
ight at present, but this is the first time I've touched stencils for
three years. We shell see... Meanwhile I'm revelling in the new-found
joy of having one'’s typer keys clog up with bits...

May as well do the game now, I guess. It'll save me from thinking
what to write at any rate...

L IR T T HE R T R R S SN O R RS R R T RNE CHENE RENE G DT I R . A I N R

"A' GAME (1972K) -~ Spring 1901

ENGLAND: The T.P.S. (Tripe Projectile Station) at Oldham has just made a
major breakthrough: Dr Wolfgang Helmut Smith, in cherge of the research,
disclosed in 2z recent interview that the new high-powered tripe projectiles
are now capable of a range across the whole of Europe and well into Turkey.
The new projectiles have a 10 megaton tripe warhead which brings about

the totsl destruction of an area of about 10 square miles. Many of these
new rockets are now in production, in case any of England's enemies plan
any beckstabbing...

RUSSIA: The following statement has at last been issued by PRAVDA, the
official Russian news =gency.

"In the esrly hours of Sunday, the first day of February, 1901 A.D.?%
loyalist Russians took up arms against the century-old Communist
dictatorship., By mid-morning the Revolution wes well and truly over, and
administrative units were beginning to piece together agein =z new
democratic civil government. At precisely twelve noon the formation of
BURP, the Bolshevik Union of the Russian Pcoples, was anncuncecd.

"The former President and Perty Leader of the old regime, unprincipled
men going under the names of Lenin and Stalin, were taken down to the cellar
of the Kremlin and, from there, they mysteriously disappeared. It is
cleimed from numerous sources that they were executed without trizl. This
charge has been flatly denied by a spokesman from the Ministry of Home
Affairs, but nevertheless an investigation, presided over by the able
hends of Nicholas Detectski, has been launched to uncover the true nature
of the disapneesrances.

"By late evening things were cclmlng down as law znd order were once
more enforced, Grand-Duke Graheamov, heir to the throne of 211 the Russigs,
returned from his Rumenian Exile and, to the cheers of ecstatic crowds,
was crowned Czar of all the Russies and Leader of the Bolshevik Union of
the Russian Peoples os the clock in the remamed Blue Square chimed midnight."

Other news included a report on the 1901 Russian Oceanographical
Expedition which left its St. Petersburg base on z survey mission to the
Baltic Sea. The command ship, the "Moskva'', carries a MiG 3%, a newly
developed aircraft to be used in mapping the ocean floor. How long the
expedition is likely to take is unknown, but it is hoped that foreign
powers will not interfere with this purely scientific venture.

There now follows a Party Political Broadcest on behalf of the Russiczn
nation. The speaker is His Imperial Majesty the Czar.

"These are troubled times. Diplomatic fties have been broken and
Furope is about to be plunged into a total war. As a token gesture,
therefore, Russlen forces have been despatched to protect Rumania after
thelr hoqpltélity during my recent exile there. Meanwhile, all Russian
forces have been placed on standby alert, as the political situstion
grows more tense with each paossing minute. It is hoped that the Great
powers of Europe will find some peaceful solution in these grave times.

TBut, es the situation worsens, remember: the Rouble in your pocket
hes not been devaluedi! '

ITALY: Plans for the canal linking Venice and Genoa are well advanced, and
dlgﬁlng should commence in the near future, Professor Krakowski, Preeldent
Gumboil's Russian engineering adviser, said yesterday,.

News hes reached us also of the Spanish plans to widen the Straits of
Gibraltar. Prince Carl's Russian engineering adviser has put forward
nlens to widen the straits to approximately 120 miles -~ 'zbout the same
ag the distance between Genoa and Venice." No trouble is expected from
the population of Melilla,
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AUSTRIA: From the Vienna Sausage Association Gazette, Mey 1, 1901:-~

"7 Tiihs the countries of Europe rush headlong towards conflict, Austria
prepares her armies with a flood of newly devised equipment. Rubber gun
emplacements have been develoved to bounce off enemy shekls, while road
signs near the borders have becn written in Swehili to confuse enemy
reconnaissance units. To further confuse the enemy there are plans afoot
to put Vienna on wheels and park it temporsrily in Albania. The people
have great hopes that the Emperor might even finance a small army and
navy, but these are probebly just rumours. Hungary, however, has fully
prevared, and armed men marched off southwerds singing about going to
fight the Chinese. Some hope, or fear, that moral collaepsc and stupidity
will cause the Empire teo slide into the Adriatic bofore an encmy soldier

sete foot on Austrian soil.'"

Austria mekes it known that her leaders ere in the habit of conducting
diplomacy in an honoureble fashion. Any ally may regquest an agreement
bound by e signed treaty to which Austria will adhere strictly. Any
friendly nation will be subjected to persuasion before violence is offered;
2nd an enemy will receive a formal dcclaretion of war before hostilities
commence. We practise no. treachery, double-dealing or skulduggery.

However, we feel it only failr to others to point out that,theugh only
occasionslly, we also tell lies.

GERMANY: ..... and no press release!i!

GAMESMASTER: And after 211 that, now for the moves:-

ENGLAND: T Lon-Nth; F Edi-Nrg; A Lpl-Edi.
GERMANY: F Kie-Den; A Ber-Kie; A Mun-Ruh,
RUSSIA: F StP(8)-GoB; F Sev-Rum; A War-Ukr; A Mos=StP.
TURKEY: F Ank-Ble; A Smy-Con; A Con-Bul, '
AUSTRIA: F Tri-Alb; A Vie-Tri; A Bud-Scr,
ITALY: F Nep-Ion; A Ven-Pie; A Rom-Ven,
FRANCE: F Bre-MAO; A Par-Pic; A Mar=Spa.
All moves succeeded this timo. Maybe next time there'll be a bit of war...
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Weiting Lists

Regulear: Mick Christianson, Bruce Davidson, Martin Davis,
Abstraction: Andy Deavidson, Graham Jeffery, Kevin Feintuck, Mertin D
Devis. Any others?

Publications Received

NIFLIEIM (Hertley Patterson, Finches, 7 Cambridge Road, Beaconsfield,
Bucks) is a broadsheet designed to introduce the newcomer to postal
Diplomecy. If you want to see one, write to Hartley -- he's asking
for ideas as to what he should do with it.

ON _LES AURA! (Michel Liesnard, Ave. E.de Mecersman 43, Berchcm~8te-Agcthe
B~1080 BRUXELLES, Belglum) is a magazine which reports on a game of
the Youngstown Verient, which has 10 players, the extra countries being
Chine, India and Jepan. A game of Feudalism II (eleven players) is
also said to be in the offing. For some reason two editions are
produced of ecach issue; the ‘numero gratuit! just contains a record of
the moves made, while the ‘regular' (for want of a better name) issues
contain all this this plus screcds of propaganda. Quite good stuff,
too. It's all bilinguel (French/Bnglish) and non-players pay 25p for
6 issues, pleyers 10p for 5.

MOESHOESHOE (Michel Feron, Grand-Place 7, B-4280 HANNUT, Belgium) is being
reactivated as a normal postal Dippy zine. Number 16 which I have is
lun numero special de promotion' end, =s far as my French allows me . to
understend, hes much the same function as NIFLHEIM. It's all in
French... non-linguists, beware!

éLBIO" (Don Turnbull, Flat 13, Gilmerton Court, Trumpington Rd, Cambridge)
i1s once ageain ﬁcceptlng players for reguler gemes and AbSbr”Cthﬂ,
played in the subzine COURIER. ALBION itself is LOp or 20p + postage
per issue, depending on size, and game fce is £1 with free ALBIONs
(but not froe posta go) thrown in. Recommended.
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Standby. Players

‘Or rather, lack of them. Stendby players are people who replace any
players who drop -out of a game. This is a better system than simply
vlacing playerleés-units in anarchy, as WAR BULLETIN's veteraen readers
will know well! . The 'carrot' for becoming a standby player igé that you
receive ETHIL THE FROG free whilst you play = game in your standby
capacity; the only money you have to fork out is postage costs and, maybe
a 1°ew gquid to bribe the other players... Any offers?

Other games

We continue to be on the look-out for new games. Will Haven has
suggested we might extend EtF to include Risk, Shogi and other games
which might be played postally. I know nothing about Shogi; however,
‘Will hes an article in the next ALBION which should explain all, Postal
Rigk is a possibility, but postal play might be a bit awkward. Has anyone
any ideas, please?

»

One Dippy variant Wthh has really caught my fancy is a thing whlch
T believe revels in the name of Hyperspace Diplomacy; I beliecve it's one
of Don Miller's variants, It's played with two boards, and each player
controls the same country on each board. In addition to all the regular
moves, it is possible to move between corresponding territorics of
different boards, and so on. For example, an army in Munich on board A
may support an army in Munich on board '"B&, or it can attack Munich on
board 'B', etc, etc. Perhaps Don will oblige with more information.

Bits and Pieces

#¥% T have a few photocopied 'loglcal' Dippy maps (as originated by the
infamous. Dave Berg for use with a computer player:. A bad idea, that.
The only computer that I'verever heard of playing Diplomacy lost in
1903 or somesuch... Anyway, send a 23p stamp if you want one of the
maps... (don't all rush at once!) : :

*#% Phil Jones' telephone number is 051-427 5044, As he doesn't specify
what time he's in, one must assume he is avalilable at most hours.
I will publish any other phone numbers if asked to do so.

“#x% On Saturdsy, March 11, your humble GM will be moving from Jesus
College to his home eoddress: 17 Monmouth Road, Oxford, OX1 4TD.
This is one day after the deadline I've set.

*¥*¥% A1]1 Autumn 1961 moves and Winter 1901 build requirements must be in
hand by Fridgy, Merch 10, 1972. Don't forget that if you don't say
what builds you went, you won't get eny.

**% Mailing code; T = trade; a number = the number of your last paid

issue; ? = status under review or unknown; S = sample copy.
This is
ETHIIL THE FROG 2
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John Piggott
Jesus Collsge
Cambridge

CB5 8BL
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