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DREADITORIAL

Rumours are {lying round the City of London that publishing giant Dobchstoss Inc. may
. be relocating to more spacious premiscs. Questioned today in his poky Amersham hovel,
the cong]omcrntc's proprictor, cccentric millionaire Richard Sharp (73), dismisscd the
story as 'idle gossip, probably leaked by some Civil Service drudge in the hope of lining
his pocket' ...
Which means of course that it's true, and 1 have indecd heen persuaded to

vacate the shack in which T have festered for 16 years come next Palmaermas,  Hois, of

course, true that it isn't nearly big enough. Itis also true that places which are big

enough cost, in this arca, about £25, 000 morc than we shall get for this, (-v'(:;:-t\;hn:n
Bron has finished tarting it up. There is absolntely no question of Teaving the qven,
for the sufficient reason that 1 happen to like it here. So there scoms to bhe only one
~solution, and anyone with investments in the Halifax Duilding Socicety is recommaended
to transfer them to something safe, like G. F.W_Palmer (TTaukage) Ltd, or Westtand.

It seems ludicrous that someonc tike me, often reduced to hovering wistfully
at the bar of the Emperor and tooking thirsty, should contemplate with something like
equanimity the prospect of spending £95, 000 on o housc. Still, 75% of the population
live in houses they can't afford (the other 25% living in houses the Tocal anthority can't

“afford) so why should I miss out?

I have of coursec made it a strict condition that there will he o spacions room
reserved for Dolchstoss. And [ shall not, as some shorter aditors do, make this move
an excuse for late publication. But oh, how the thought of the chaos preys on iy mind.
All the orders scnt to the wrong address, all the redivected letters from people who
get TGOD out of the library (serve them right, the cheapskates), all the noise Rron will
make trying to move the piano while I'm adjudicating D 51V.  And, of course, the new
residents of 27 Elm Close will rapidly be driven insane by midnight phonccalls about

Bulgaria, wild eyed giants announcing they've come to stay for Easter, and postmen
knocking at dawn with armfuls of summonscs and Gauloiscs tobacco.

Still, look on the bright side - we haven't sold it yet. (In fact we haven't tried
yet. ) Maybe it will all come to nowt. Mecanwhile, if you happen to know of 4 house
(5 bed, 3 recep, 5 minutes' walk from Emperor of India, £25,000 o.n.0.), give us a

bell. .

Over for another year ...

We've had an amazing Christmas period, with onc or other of us being trivially ill
every day for a month - colds, stomach bugs, dental abscesses, cysts, hangovers, you
name it. I had a cold on Christmas Day, as usual, and a stomach bug on New Year's
Eve that eventually claimed everyone, even being passed by the kids to my ex-wife and
all through her family. Bron's troubles, exacerbated by an attemipt to poison her with
a new antibiotic, culminated in a very brief stay in hospital; she's still far from well,

and I've got another bloody cold coming ...

Still, it might be worse. We went down to /\\_n:yl";; vcﬁny} a fortnight ago to {each
a bridge course that turned out to be very satisfactory -~ qllil.rj”:'lzllfi';i'lu standard for once,
and we were able to teach a few subjccts we can't try on most classes.  The quiz league
is going well, with 3 wins for us since Christmas whilc both our main chaltengers have
lost one, so that we can now theoretically afford a loss, though we don't intend to have
onc. And of course even Christmas had its high spots: really good food and wine,
including good Stilton with pood Port, & vare luxury! a fine crop of presents, including
the Times Atlas and a do-it-yourself Chincse Restanrant pack, with which I have already
had a remarkable success. And of course Christmas Flve was fun, attended this year by
all the regulars except Birks. And a letter came from Jeremy Flint announcing that
Bidding but (b) that since they'd signed a contract saying they did they oupght 1o |:;;—us
anyway. And they have! And Jeremy's now placed the book again ¢lsewhere!!



Around the Hobby

Is it my imagination, or are we slowing down? Most of the zines | receive seem to be
less and less frequent. Take Greatest Hits, for example - only 16 issues in the last
two years. Or Mercurius Aulicus - only 6 in the last sixteen months. Or Ode - only
6 in the last 9 months. [ thought it would be interesting to see how long, on average,

it takes to play a scason nowadays, so here's a minisurvey based simply on the games
I'm playing in, as those arc the ones | have records for. The figure quoted in each case
is the average days per scason, starting from the announced Spring 1901 deadline (i.e.
ignoring pre-S01 negotiating time) and ending with the latest published deadline:

l. C'est Magnifique, 25.37; 2. Bruce, 29.75; 3. Thing on the Mat, 33.50;
4. Mad Policy, 33.84; 5. Dolchstoss, 35.00; 6. Diplomacy Quarterly/Daily Mole,
41.27; 7. Gallimaufry, 42.27; 8. Ode, 46, 67; 9. Mercurius Aulicus, 59.50; 10.
SAU/G , 92.17.

And you could add some waiting time to a couple of those: the Daily Mole

game, a single game taking half an hour to adjudicate and type up, is 8 weeks late,
and Ode is over 2 wecks late (allowing 1 week for turnround in each case).

Jgnoring SAU/G, which isn't part of the British hobby, this means that the (or
rather my) average scason has been 36 days, and the average game lasts two years.
I suppose it's not too bad, recally.

Even faster than any of the above has been Richard Downes's Back to the Dark

Apes, which recently achieved the rather horrifying feat of 27 issues in a year, though
I hear it's now run into printer problems and is late. Despite his late start, Richard
reckons to be the third of the present sub-centenarians to get to issue 100, following
Dolchstoss and Ode, and at current rates of prgress he might even catch Ode (latest
issue 7T1).

I don't know whit conclusions you want to draw from all that (perhaps 'don't
pick GMs who have recently married, are about to be married, are printed by Martin
Lefevre or are Pete Caleraft'). Certainly CMag, Bruce and MP deliver the service

they promise, and Thing doesn't promise anything but delivers it anyway. In my exper-
ience the quality of the opposition has been horrific in CMag and Thing, good in Bruce
and MP - yes, it's quite true that the same can be said of my own results, but it's not
sour grapes, honest. 1 like playing against good players, not nasty little boys who
changes sides every scason, never tell the truth when a lie will do, and eventually
drop out.

The stats rescue job continues to go well: Eddie Duralski has produced some
game openings stuff{ (sce elsewhere this issue), and another TFTis finished, this
being No. 47, which those who want it should find enclosed with this issue. I'm afraid
the TFT mailing list is still somewhat haphazard, and if you haven't had any of the

three 've done and feel you should have, let me know. 1 can always print more. No.48
will be ready in a week or so, and that and 49 should be out by next issue.

{ haven't done much on the ratings since Christmas, apart from updating them
asl goin TFT. Here, justto kecp you interested, are the latest ratings for those
readers of D who feature in TFT 47, They're in random order, bestl can do without
taking time off: Mike Close 242, 6; Dave Tant 152.4; Keith Black 190.8; John
Marsden 221.5; Sellick Davies 46.7; Shaun Derrick 119.7; John Piggott 132.2;

Les Tassell 227.7; Andy Davidson 138.8; John Colledge 110.8; Colin Walsh 70.9;
Barry McManus 99.1; Dave Allen 58.8; Jim Roberts 166.4; James O'Fee 242.5;
Chris Tringham 143.0; Kcith Jewers 153.0; Niall Litton 211.8; Pete Doubleday 170.9;
Dave Crichion 148, 4. ’

The issue covers 33 games from the gamestart period 1977-81, I have so far
TFT'd 90 games, which sounds like quite a lot but is a mere dent in the backlog. 'm
close to finishing the 1981 gamestarts, but most of the games started in 1982 and 1983
have now finished too! 1'H get up to date cventually, and then we shall sce some: changes
in the ratings: Paul McGivern's win in D 39W, for example, at present stands to gain
hiin 491,25 rating points, comfortably the highest cver ...
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Happy New Year Crunch

It is customary in the best circles to welcome the New Year with Champagne - 1 do it
mysclf, of course - and here is a cantionary tate. In the early hours of New Year's
Day a familiar figure at the Empcror, Paul Gough, a.k.a. Paul the Gin, was happily

perched on a bar stool attempting to open his third bottle of the good stulf.  Far bhe it
from me to say that he was not fully in control of his facultics, bul the cork got the
better of him and smacked him smartly in the left eye.  This cansed hin to release his
grip on the bottle. Realizing this, he made a heroic dive to save it, fell off the stoot
and broke his arm. As thosc who have visited the Emperor will imagine, this sad
story was received in sympathetic silence by all who heard it 0.

Easter

An early one this year - no chance we'll have moved by then. hsitness ns usund,
therefore - if you've been before yon can come again, please contact us.  Next year,
maybe, we can issue a more open invitation, but at the moment the honse gets full Lo
explosion point just with the regulars.

‘Superbourse

I thought I'd just mention that there is a waiting list for Superbonrse open in Clest

Magnifique, and three of us are waiting for a bit more sucker money to make the
game worth starting. You can get CMag for 25-30 p. or thereabouts from Peter
Sullivan, 36 Bushey Hall Road, Bushey, Watford, Herts, W2 210D,

- Talkinpg of Variants

It seems likely that D 43V and/or D 49V will be ending hefore mnch longer, and when

" one does I shall be willing to run a ncw zine variant to take its place.  The possibilitios

. which most appeal to me are: (1) Third Age I, which I should like to play in mysclf,
- so volunteer GMs are invited to apply (1 can supply rules and map, I think): (2) a

"second game of Dipsomacy when the present one finishes: (3) something else, but

I'm not likely to consider anything except regular-board and Tolkicen variants. ['m

not going to start another Superbourse until the present one ends, if it cver docs: |
think it's the best variant I've comec up with (subject to a couple of minor rule changes),
but it does take a long time to GM, and one game at a time is plenty.

DS 20 (1986-77?) Gamestart

ENGLAND Guy Kent, 49A Windmill Rd, Hampton Hill, Middlesex
GERMANY Jon Beaumont, 22 Guildford Grove, Greenwich, Loudon SE 10

RUSSIA Kevin Hawthorn, 21 Thurlestone Parade, Shepperton, Middx
TURKEY Nicholas Whyte, Deanshill, College Hill, Avrmagh, N.lvcland
AUSTRIA Mark Telford, 33 Addycombe Terrace, Heaton, Newcastle, NEG 5NB
ITALY Richard Windus, 16 Grailands, Bishops Stortlord, flerts

FRANCE Jason Finch, 16 Oak Hill, Woodford Green, Essex

Everyone wanted G, so most of you got 2nd or 3rd choices. Provisional orders to me
at once, please, from cveryone, inciuding the following credit top-ups: Guy, at least
€3; Nicholas at least £6; others OK now, thank you. The first rescrve for this gane
is Paul Humphreys (address back page), who will be brought in to replace anyone 1
haven't heavd from within one week of mailing.  Game rating will be 700, by the way,
although Nicholas certainly and Kevin probably have past finishes not yet TET'd.

I wish you all an entertaining pame, not too much Mad McGoon press, and ahove
all no drop-outs.

Don't forgct those provisional ordera - send them row!
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BRIDGE

Two hands occupied my thoughts quite a bit over the weekend. One occurred in the
Daily Telegraph Christmas competition, which 1 used to find a reliable source of
playing cards (and occasional income) a few years back. Thislyear I only managed
266 out of 300, not enough even for a minor prize, 30 of the 34 1 dropped going on this:
you hold (very approximately, because 1've lost the paper):

AKQ6 74 Q K97653
You open 1 C, left-hand opponent bids 21, and your partner bids 4C. RHO bids 4D,
and you make the good bid of 45. This goes back to RHO, who now bids 5D, the final
contract. You lead & top spade, and dummy puts down:

87 AJ109832 AT Q4
or words to that e¢ffect,  You cash another spade, partner following with the 3 and 2.
What now?

My first thonght was that this is a familiar hand: you play a third spade, forcing
durmmy to ruff, in case your partner has Jxx of trumps. But, on reflection, can that
be right? Deelarer certainly has exactly 3 spades (partner's peter shows an even
number, which must be 4 since he passed 48), and only 1 club if that. For your first
thoughts to be right, then, declarer will have to hold 3 hearts and no clubs, or 2 hearts
and the Ace of clubs. Surely he would have tried to give his partner the option of
playing in hearts with that sort of holding? Personally, holding, say, Jxx, xxx,
K10xxxxx, void, 1 would have bid 4H over 4C, not shown those ratty diamonds at all.
Anyway, the long and short of it was that 1 decided declarer must be 3-0-9-1, or
similar, so I switched to a club. Wrong. Ah well, always next year ...

The other hand was one | got wrong in the Emperor on Saturday morning. 1 was
annoyed with mysclf at the time, but on further analysis 1 feel I was rather unlucky.

‘This was it:

RS BS

Q75 AJ93
AJ10865 93

- AQJIBT754
AKIOZ -

It's a fascinating hand. Roger Evans (South) opened a weak INT at favourable vulnera-
bility, and I bid 4H, which | suppose some would consider a bit pushy, Bron now bid
611, and while you can make a case for 6D 1 wouldn't argue with this bid.

Roger now had a tong think, and eventually doubled, thus marking himself with 4
trumps. I doubt if he was very proud of this bid afterwards, despite the outcome,
because declarer will surely go down if left to himself but may scramble home with
the tip-off from the donble, which thus risks 1810 to gain 100, hardly good odds.

June led D9, which with this pair could be from almost any weak holding - 9, 9x,
9xx or even 109xx. My line works if diamonds are 3-3, as is likely, or if Roger has
K10 alone: win with the ace, throwing a club (not a spade), DQ covered and ruffed,
AK of clubs discarding spades, ruff a club, run the 9 of hearts. Then play diamonds:
if Roger ruffs at any stage you can overruff; if he doesn't, your first discard is SQ
and you continue untit you have to ruff, at which point you exit with HJ and make the

last 2 tricks. Iven if Roger's diamonds were originally Kx you will still make if he
is preciscly 4-4-2-3, so this line scems pretty good. Alas, he was 3-4-2-4, and to

get home against this distribution you must lead a small diamond from dummy at trick

2, surcly against the odds.
An Empceror joke to finish with.,  Late in the evening, after a night of garbage cards,
1 dealt miyscelf xxx, xxxxx, XXXX, X (actually I think there was a jack somewhere, but it
felt like a yarborough). Opponents were vulnerable, as usual, so 1 opened the natural
1S. Long think and pass on ny left, pass (!} from partner, double on my right. It
seems natural to bid 28 now, so | did. The double on iy left rattled the glasses behind
the bar, and all passed, giving me the rare pleasure of losing 1400 not vulnerable (they
had 100 honours). 65 the other way is cold, but 1 have a nasty fecling they might have

reached 6NT which reguires a sgueeze L,



CHIESS H)lln(lnk

Whenever Anatoly Karpov has the white pieces in a pame of cheasa he almont certainly
will play L. P - K4 an hin opening move. WHY? Why doen he not inlroduce an element of
surprise from time to time by playing 1. P - Qd or 1. P = QBA? Why daess he aliminate
the need by hin opponents to carry oul the bLime consuming work of preparalion Le meet
anything other than hia regular 1. ' - K47 How wan he able to become such o succenstul
World Champion?

When White opens with 1. P - K4 then Black can chooue halween 1. ... I' - K4
which allowas White to move the game inte a Bishop's Opening; Centre Game; Daniuh
Gambit; Four Knight's Game; Giuoco Pinno; King's Gambit; Ruy lLopez; Scetch Opening;
or Vienna Game, or Black can play a move other than L. .... P = KA and make the game
Alekhine's Defence; Centre Counter Game; Care-Kann; French; Nimzowitsch; Rire; or
Sicilian Defence.

Obviously Karpov knows all the 'boek' lines and can ensure that he followa only
those which lead to a faveurable position for While, He will also keep up to dale with
new attempta te improve lines for Black in the latest Grandmanler games,an well an
carrying out his own analysis to find further improvements for White.

It fellews that if your opponent deviates from whal you KNOW to he the correect
move then yeu should be able te capitalize on hia weaker move.

We know that Karpov's fellow Grandmasters are probably as well preparved to weel
1. P -.K4 as Karpov i3 to play it - 5o how iz he able to maintunin snuch an impressive
record with it? The answer must be that Karpov is comforiable in poailions whuh arise
from 1. P - K4 , or, to put it another way, these positionns suit hin shyle of play.
More about this nexi time.

In a recent game at the Haatings Congress Gtuarl Conquest played a magnilicent
Kimg's Indian Defence (Yugoslav Variat,ion% showing how he fnlly understood the
possibilities open to Black after his sacrifices in the opening. Thin game ia an
excellent example of the fellewing through inte the middle and end game of an idea
(or should I say plan) which was breughl about by a specific choice of opening play.

FORMANEK CONQUEST

1. P-4 N - KB} 1. P -K3 P ~DB5 21. R - Q) N XD
2. P -QB4 P - QB4 12. N~ R} N-N5 22. K XN B - NG
3. P-® P - QN4 13. NX P B - Q3 23. R - KBl Q- N»
4. P X P P - Qi3 4. QXN BXN 24. Q- BY P - M
5. PXP P - N3 15. R - B2 K - Q6 29« R - Ql B X K
6. P - KN3 P - Q3 6. R -Q Q- N3 26. QX B R - B4
7. B - N2 B - N2 17. @ - B3 KR - QBL  27. P~ KA pXp
8. N-KR}3 O0-0 18 N - B2 N - K8 20, B -K3} RX D
9. 0-0 N x RP 19, Q~K4 RXP 29. Q- R4 R - QN4
10. P - B4 N - KNS 20. RXR B XR Heaigna.

The next game is also a King's Indian Defence played at Hastingn in 1934. The
closed pawn formation in. the centre gives Black the epportunity of a devaslating
kimg-side attack.

MICHEL FLOHR

1. P-4 N-KBS 9, q-B2 N-RAL gy P KNA P - WA
2. P - QB4 P - KN} 10. P - KN3 N -~ B4 18. PXP Q- NA
5. N -QBY B - N2 1. N -KL B - Q6 19. B-Bl QXD
4. P - K4 P-4} 2. N - N2 N - B} 20. Q- B? B~ B3
5. N - B} 0-0 15. R - K1 N/3 - Q2 21. B - K? K- N7
6. B - K2 QN -Q 4. B-K3 TP - B4 22. K - RL R - RL
7. 0-0 P - K4 5. P -By P -BY ?5. R - KNI R ~ KK}
8. P - Q P - QR4 16. BXN N X B 24 . B - Bl Q@ - K1

Resigma.



OPENINGS MINI-SURVEY FOR 1985

Latest move in the continuing struggle to get the stats up to dale is the appearance of a
smallish-scale openings survey, published by Eddic Duralski in Mellow Yellow. Eddie's
produced a listing showing the openings played in 73 gamestarts in 1985, and for compari-
son the frequencies of the same openings in the first 206 and last 209 games recorded by
Pete Caleraft. Adding 4 more 1985 games for which Eddie didn't have the data available
(EO, ER, EX and EY) we come up with the following picture:

Auslria

The Trieste Variation of the Baltkan Gambit has lost more ground, and we now have a
virtual three-way dead heat between the Trieste and Galician Variations and the Southern
Hedgehog. On the 77 games included, in fact, the Galician Variation is the new market
leader with 18, the other two being on 17 each. The only other opening to make any showi ng
in '85 was the Budapest Variation on 10.4% (8 cases), and the only new opening in the
period was Parkin's Mistake, unlikely to be repeated. The long-term trend is away from
the Trieste and Budapest Variations towards the Galician and the Hedgehog; the short-term
is away from the Tricste and Hedgehog towards the Budapest and Galician. The True
Hedgehoyg, incidentally, has not been played in 1985,

England

No new trends here, except that the Southern Opening (21 cases) has gained more
adherents at the expense of the Edinburgh Variation (16). The two versions of the North-
ern Opening were neck and neck in 1974, but the Yorkshire is now nearly twice as often
played. Otherwise, England's choices are as limited as ever; the French Attack is less
popular than it was, and nothing else but these four is really played at all.

France

With 22 openings played in the 77 games, versatility remains the key feature. To
put it another way, no one knows what the hell to do. There are now only two French
openings with frequencics over 10% - the Maginot and the Burgundy Opening - since the
Picardy Opening, which was challenging for the lead in 1974, has almost vanished, down
at =8th.  The Vineyard, beloved of Tonks, has made only slight gains, which is perhaps

surprising, and if therc is a trend it seems to be lowards experiment.

Gerimnany

The Danish versions of the Anschluss and Blitzkrieg come equal first in 1985, a
new milestone in the decline of the Danish Blitzkrieg, which was played in over half the
first 206 games. The two fashionable minority choices in 1985, both doing well, were
the Tyrolia Opening and the Ruhr Variation of the Anschluss. In fact the Tyrolia Opening
(Den, Kie, Tyr) was the big surprise of the survey to me, played as many as 8 times.
There must bave been an article on it somewhere, [ imagine. Interestingly, Austria and
Italy are both opening to Tyr less than they used to, so is Germany playing this opening
in the expectation of succeeding?  And if so, why?

Ltaly

No significant changes at all herce: 4 popular openings and a mass of one-offs, just
like last time. The only new opening is a misorder for F(Nap), likely to be terminal.
Italy's openings, more than those of any other country, defy analysis, because so many
of themm are, or may be, identical, but one can see that the Hedgehog has had its uses:
Ven-Tri, Rom-Venis abimost extinct, except with Paul McGivern's Nap-TYS, which is
now morae popular than Nap-TON in this context. Curious, really - if Austria keeps
swinging to the Galician Variation, [taly's ancient dive-in-and-hope approach will surecly
be due for a revival. ... For the record, the Tyrolia Attacic still ranks first, followed
by the Key Lepanto.

Russia
Some genius has opened Sev-Arm, but nothing else is new, Over the years theve has
been a massive swing, now slowing stightly, away from Sev-Rum towards Sev-BLA,



-

The Southern Defence, always Russin’s most popular choice, is still creeping up towards
50%. and the Octopus and Squid are sccond and third, Don Turnbuall's notorions article
in 1972 scems Lo have run out of steam at last, and no one moved anything ta Livonia in

1985.

Turkey -

No doubt what the most popilar opening on the board is: G3% of Turks in 198BS
opened Con-DBunl, Ank-BLA, Smy-Con. BDocsn't Jeave much, The old-{ashionerd attack
on Russia is still second, butmow on only 18.2%. The Turkish Opening of the future is
of course the Soaksbane (Con-Bul, Ank-Con, Smy-Arm), but only one person apart from
myself was alive to its possibilities in 1985,

So much for that. Not a great deal to say, except well done Eddie for getting something
into print at last - it's been a long time since the Tast survey. bt smacked wrist for
ranking the Hedgehog 3rd behind the Trieste Variation - a margin of O01% is difficalt 1o
achieve with a sample of 73! Wonder how many cditors will fall for this.

As one of the few people who care, | am definitely opposed Lo Fddic's proposal
to change the numbering for the next openings survey. At present, the notation -1

‘ means that the opening is the same as was played in the first recordad postal gamece;

Eddie intends to change the system so that it mceans the three most popular choices.

I can see a small gain (you can sce at a glance that a chap who opens 9-4-7 is a hit odd),
but there's a much bigger loss, in that it will nol he possible Lo conpa re the survey ot
a glance with the earlier ones. I'd say leave it as itis, with all its himperfections,

Finally, on the subject of openings, heve are some tips for [vtore staedom - openings
which are played very little at present bt might suit you if, tike me, youo Fike a bit of
variety.

For Austria, how about Tri-Alb, Vie-Tri, Bud-Ruam? | played this in Broce | oand
came to no harm, though no onc's played it since. 1t's suicidally danperous, of course,
but if it works you've a good chance of gaining 3, so you can afford to lose I,

For England, try the Splits - Edi-NWG, Lon~-ENG and of course Lpl-Idi.  This is
a way of getting Germany to love you, and he can't actually steal NI in AOD becanse
you Sirnp]y throw him out ngnin. Andy Holborn did this in MA Inchbralkic, Lot of conrse
he was lucky to have a totally reliable, trustworthy, honcst Gevmany ..

For France, it may seem unimaginative (not Lo say derivative) to tip the Vineyard,
Bre-MAO, Par-Gas, Mar-Bur, but it's certainly an cxcellent opening and still rarely
seen (4 times in l‘)85). Any opening which gives France a good shot at two builds but
leaves F(MAOQO) in position must be good - even Tonks can't be wrong all the time.

For Germany, the Ruhr Variation of the Anschluss has more going for it than its
popularity would suggest (this is Kie-Den, Mun-Ruh, Ber-Mun). 1t combines the
advantages of keceping A(Mun) with the greater flexibility of A(Ruh) rather than A(Kie),
and is no doubt the best version of the Anschluss when a Bur standoff isn't requived,

For Russia, 1 have already suggested that A(War)-Sil may be the next trend,
combined of course with the standard GO, Ukr and DA,

For Turkey, I am sold on the rare Sharp's Opening (well, it's about time and | was
responsible for both the 1985 occurrences and, indirectly, the single 1984 one, where |
persuaded Steve Jones to play it. This is Con-Bul, Ank-Con, Smy-Arm, the idea bheing
that you swap Con for Sev and let the Russian fleet out to play.  In MA Liste it got me
two builds, and 1 could have had three if I hadn't feared to look ostentations .

For Italy, which I've dyslexically omitted, ' go along with McGivern's Opening up
to a point, bul how about the rarely (il ever - my DQ's in the office) played TYS, Ven
and Tyr? Against the Hedgehog, this apain teaves you with the convoy to Tun, plus
A(Tyr), which has innumerable options open . 1 think I might give this @ try on my

next outing as Italy, which is likely to be the next gamestart | have.
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Christimas Quiz Answers and Report

Answers first. For cach question, | give first my intended answer, then others I have
so far (21/1) accepted, with reduced marks where applicable.

1. (a) Doubting-Castle (in Pilprim's Progress); (b) Le Clos-Luce, in Amboise, but here
we have a real headache as several good reference books say it was Cloux, near Amboise. :
I've given 3 for cither, therefore, and 2 for Amboise only; (c¢) Blandings (!) but I'm also
allowing Windsor (2), an excellent answer; (d) Wewelsburg; (e) Pontefract or Pomfiret;

(f) Castel Sant'Angelo (in Puccini’s Tosca); (g) Cair Paravel (in the Narnia books};

(h) Walmer.

2. (a) Lev Yashin, Russian goalkeeper; (b) Daniel Cohn-Bendit, ageing student terror-
ist; (¢)a racchorse (in a Sherlock Holmes story, which you needed to say to get 3)

(d) yes, | know, a typing error - it should have been Bluemantle, a Pursuivant (1 allowed
2 for ’herald', and a gcnm:ons | to the competitor who said of course he knew Bluemantle
but had never heard of Bluematle); (e) the Nazi/S.A. headquarters in Munich; (f) Jack
Nicklaus; {g) an icefield on the North Face of the Eiger; (h) well done everyone, full
miarks, there was no (h); (i) a brewery; (j)a distinguished bridge player and writer.

3. (a) Hodge; (b) Gibber; (c) Nigger, and I suppose he'd get 10 years instead of a VC
today; (d) Nana (several misspellings penalised); (¢) Boy or Boye; (f) Yellow Dog
Dingo (in the Just So Stories); (g) a bear (Shardik); (h}a rabbit (rueful in Victor Mollo);
(i) a horse (Rocinante):; (j) a beaver - but more problems here. The beaver was the
first quadruped to appcear on a stamp listed in standard catalogues (Canada, 1851 ), but
Steve Jones has completely shot me down by unearthing an 1846 provisional issued in

St Louis which had a bear on it; and of course we have claims for the double-headed
cagle and even Queen Victoria. So: 5 marks for the bear, 3 for the beaver, +1 if you

named the ¢

sagle and/or HoM. as well.

4. Oh, God, now the real problems start! (a) Bernkastel is a centre of producti on for
Moselle wines, the others for hocks. Full marks also for Rifdesheim (in Rheinhessen,
others in the Palatinate).  Bobnus for both. I charitably didn't deduct a mark for saying
that the towns are wines, as several people did (the wines are Bernkasteler, etc).

(b) the intended answer was Cammbridge, because there is no Cambridge College, Oxford.
Inllowed 4 for "Exeter docsn't take -shire after it' or for 'Hertford town, others cities'.

I did not allow '"Hertford no cathedral', as Cambridge basn't either.

(«:) an dmazing number of people think St Louis has never held the Olympics (l ‘)04), and
they've Tucky to get 2 marks because it is the right answer - it's the only one that's held
only one Olympiad, 1t's also the only one which isn't the name of a town in Texas (4).

1 allowed full marks (or a bonus) for Los Angeles being the only one not to have staged
one of the first 5 modern Olympiads. In case you didn't know, there was an unnumbered
but official Olympiad in Athens in 1906, to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 1896 one.
(d) The "Lark' is o Haydn string quartet, the others being symphonies by the same
composcr. | allowed 3 for "hear only quadruped', though I thought it was a bit feeble!
((') Neapolitan is a bridge bidding system, the others being chess openings,

(f) May was the only oune of these Enpland cricket captains to be born in Britain. I also
gave full marks for Cowdrey (Oxford, others Cambridge), a perfectly good answer that
hadn't occeurred to me. 4 for Cowdrey never being captain in Australia, and 3 for Brown
never scoring a century for England,

For your guidance, now and in future years, Sharp's Rules governing odd-man-out
questions are as follows: the others {non-odd) will normally form a very small if not
exclusive group (sizable hock-producing towns, Oxford colleges named for citics/towns,
double Olympic cities, Haydn symphonies nicknamed for lving creatures, chess openings
named for countries, England cricket captains born abroad), while the 'odd man' will
lack an important positive attribute not shared by the others, and indeed will ideally be
opposite or highly distinct from them in that respect. The answers given lower marks,
while correct in a sense, fail to mect these criteria, [ try very hard to make them

watertight, but not hard enonphi
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5. And if the last one was a problem ... serves me right, T had misgivings about this
question. In my view, to demonstrate that a thing is unigue you need Lo he able to say

' You were barred from uding nuimmbers, and therefore 1 felt

'it is the only one which ...
that 'most', 'fewest', cle, were unworthy cvasions, thouph I did give some miarks for
these answers. The full-marks answers are as follows: (a) only province from which
retreat is never possible; (b) only playing spagce which cannot bhe Tegafly named in a

1901 order; (c)only land province where a Spring 01 standoff between opposing (eets can
occur: (d) only province from which a flect cannot be supported: (e} only constal supply
centre which cannot be reached by a flect in 1900 (1) only Tandlocked neutral supply
centre; (g) only province which can be circummavipgated.,

6. Sanity returns. {(a) Groucho Marx, not sure which film: (b) Lee Marvin in Cat
Ballou; (c) Sammy Davis Jr in Porgy and Bess; (d) Jackic Gleeson in The Tustle
(¢) Charles Bronson or Dino Mele in Once Upon a Time in the Wesl: Laurence Otivier

in the Entertainer (that was (f), sorry: {g) Peter Ustinov in Topkapi: () Van Heflin
S lllfvny ([) Frank

i vight (H\n.

or Brandon de Wilde in Shane: (i} Audrey Hepburn in Bre

Sinatra in Guys and Dolls. Consolation | for wrong char

7. (a) Benvenuto Cellini; (b) C.B. Fry: (c¢) Andre Ghenier: (d) Dick Francis: (o)
Granados; (f} Ludwig Il of Bavaria; (p) Cervantes.
8. A was Wilfred Rbodes, B Les Ames and C Brian Close. Protty amazing when you

recall that Grace was born over a century before Botham! The Doctor ptayed his tast
test at Nottingham in 1899, a few days before his S5ist hivthday, and the 21-year-old

- Rhodes made his test debut in the same match., Rhodes's test carcer Iastad an incrodible

S

| it's been televised and Prince Florizel is a totally memorable character (d) 1

30 years, his last series in the West Indics in 1929 being Ames's first,  Kent had to wait
for Godfrey Evans to grow up before letting Ames retire, and he was still in county cricket
after the war, when he played against the 1 7-year-old Close, who many years later led

a team (Somerset, I assume ?) including Botham. Taken (rom the superh crickel quiz

in the Spectator, and apparently repeated on Test Match Special, which I didn't know.

9. (a ) Pilgrim's Progress, John Banyan: (b) Pride and Prejudice, Jane Ansten;
(c) The Suicide Club or New Arabian Nights, Robert Louis Stevenson - very rhtfn ult, bt

al

lhln M,vn, Das ”(7”

Meaulnes, Alain-Fournier, one of my very favourite books;
Hammett; (f) The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck: (g) On the
rest him next year); (i ) The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, C.S.

Rosic, Laurie Lee;: (j)Starship Trooper, Robert Heinlein - not my sort. of ook, of
course, but someone left a copy lying around here!

Nevil Shate (imuast

der with

Report

A very large entry, with 27 peop]c attempting at Jeast some part of the gquiz. Surprising
abscntees arc last year's winner, Adrien Baird, and also Birks, who announces in GIl
that he has been obtaining assistance from his local record shop bat evidently for ;;r)tﬁ;.u
post the fruits of his labours. In the hope of building up a bit of suspensc, .I'H talee the

questions one at a time, giving positions after cach complete question. The entrants, who

will be referred to by initials in the report, arc (in no special order): Dave Tant, John
Webley, Rosic Roberts, Keith Loveys, Stnart Dagger, S
Scott (RSc), Greg Hawes, Edwin Godfrey, James O'Fee, Inn Hardy, Norman Williams,
Malc Smith, Pete Doubleday, Chris Roche, Jason Finch, Robert Sharpe ( RSh), Dave

Allen, Simon Franklin, Steve Godfrey, John Sharpe, Andy [Holborn, Roger Evans, Fwan

McNay and Alan Richards.

ve Jones, Darbi Durke, Richard

I. A great start for SJ with a clean sweep., KL fatted only on (b)), and I,Kl%?l‘vf{lkrl). The
casiest parts were (a) and (h), with I8 right answers (or each: easily the hardest was (d),
which only KL and S got right. Scorcs: SJ 24 BB, KL 2 W T ATT GH S,
RSc, PD 14; SD, AR 13; DT, RR, SF, RE, EM 12: Js 9 RSh &, G, HH, NW 6 O,



