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Welcome to the 67th issue of Dib Dib Dib - a zine dgﬁacqted to gomes, gomes
players, loonies, but mostly, to the civilised game of Diplomacy. The cost is .

a f@xed rate of 45p per issue 1n the UK and 28p + postoge .overseas., Send

money, to Tom Tweedy, 29 Stanley Hill Avenue, Amersham, Buéks.,‘HP] 9BD. Tel.
02403 4513, ~ N -

* EMAIL. I can olso be reached via bulletin board on ‘West London TBBS , * .-
* 0895-52685 (1200/1200, 1200/75 or 300/300 baud - No parity, 8 data bltgt\d oo
* stop bit), where all orders, articles and whatever can be sent to me in %

* the Diplomacy section reached via the SICS Area (Special Interest Groups). *\\\\

**t*v'*i*ttt*t********&##t*#*m*&***t*#********zx*t**i#t**t##*#*#*#*t###tt#*##*#t

W EDITORIAL

I better keep this short becouse 1t's going to be another huge issue, and at
this rote I'1] be bankrupt 1n record time. Still perhaps oll these big issues
will moke you vote for me in the Glodys Awards, eh?

Right!out of the blue I got o coll from Mike Allaway the other doy - 1t’s been
a long time since Mike has had anything to do with this hobby, he took a two
year sabatical off to get married. Now he's considering o comeback, 1n o small
way he says, “ond hos put his nome down for Dib’s next game. For those who
don’t know him, Mike 1s fomous for his doom-laden meloncholic editorials  in
his 1&f0mous zine, Pyrrhic Victory. Hopefully we shall be seeing even more of
those editorials os Mike 1s thinking of restorting PV, where he left of f.

I' used to trode with PV to keep Mike happy, and will probably do so again
~ but | this time PV might Eztuolly be INTERESTING, os he’s married to o very
intelligent and “nice American airl called Robin, who'll probably see to 1t
thot ,his subject matter and spelling is up to scratch WELL before Shﬁ,l?ts_hii,

I

mntiexi£39~§rqss the door. .. . - .. - L el .
T 77 You may say to yourselves, well, how can an American spell? BUT I1'LL HAVE
NONE OF THAT! I’ve met Robin and a lovely lody she 15 too... and not becouse

both times she came bearing gifts of a bottle of ‘Jack Daniels’ eitherl (A
VERY civilised gesture 1 thought.) Of course, you can say as much as you like
against Mike - and quite often I do - but having soid all that, do subscribe
to his mog when 1t comes out. Nice to see you again Mike.

Contbcg with the postal hobby seems to be generating quite a fair bit of
interest oamong the bulletin board Diplomacy pleyers. A couple have olready
started subscribing to Dib, and othere are osking me about getting their games
rated ond getting Boardman Numbers. This I think 1s to be encouraged. Not only
will there be o slow trickle towards hobby members wonting to ploy by modem,
but= it looks likely thot some bulletin board ployers may well trickle the
other woy ond join the postal hobby.

This being the cose I've decided to publish all the EMAIL Diplomacy games
in future 1ssues of Dib - this issue will contoin all but one as [ haven't
found the recl nomes of all the ployers yet. You may be wondering why some
people 1in the EMAIL gomes choose to play under a pseudonym. .. this neatly
leads me to my next point.

One of i the boards I'm GMing on 1s called the GODS board. This is o boord
almost totally dedicated to a Multi-User Dungeon gome (octuelly colled GODS),
very 51ﬁ110r to Richard Bartle’s MUD run on the EXETER University computer. As
most of the players on this board already ploy the GODS scenario under their
respectﬂve pseuvdoyms, that’s how all the other players know them.

Even thg outhor of GODS qoes under the pseudonym of ‘Tiger Tiger’', but that,
apparently, 1s becouse he wishes to remain anonymous being the son of o famous
father. !(Though when 1 found out his nome I didn’t recognise 1t... ond STILL
don’tl) | The GODS board Diplomacy section is by far the friendliest of the two
boards on which 1 GM on. Unfortunately, although 1t 15 multi-user {meaning one
or more blcyers con use 1t ot the same time) downloading messages is  exremely
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slow, and so, surprisgs yob with .o nosty telephone bill if you're not coreful.
(An even 1gger surprise 1f your wife sees the b1ll first!)

To ploy Dlpiomod&'on GODS: will cost you nothing but the price of o telephone

coll (os with-other bulletin boards), but to play the GODS gome itself will
also cost you £25 for a set number of units/time. I warn you though, to fit in

with the others on this board.you have- to be well and truly totally out of

your tree... insanity rules. Dib subscribers should fit in without ony trouble

at olll For those interested in seeing what the board 1s like, give it a ring

on 01-994 9119 (1200/1200, 1200/75 or 300/300 baud - No pority, 8 dato bits, |

- stop bit). .

MANORCON ‘87: A great Con thot 1s enjoyed by many every year - dates are set
" For Friday 24th.. July to Sunday 26th July 1987 and is held at High Hall,
. Birmingham University. The Diplomacy Tournament (now 1n its fifth year) will
take.ploce on the Saturday with o cecond, individual round on the Sunday. B&B
£12.00 per night.(single), £22.00 per night (twin). Registration fees £3 for
one day or £5 for the weekend. Cheques should be made poyoble to ‘The Univer-
sities - Diplomocy Tournament’ and sent to Richard Walkerdine 13 Offley Rood,
Hitchin, Herts, SG5 2AZ. For generaol queries Richard con olso be contacted on
Tel. 0462 55741. -Book eordly. With o bit of luck flyers should be included
with this issue giving the full detoils.
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GLADYS AWARDS 1987

Once ogain the. Gladys Awards are upon us... and once again they have changed
hands. Becouse of his new.boby Geoff Challenger hos had to hand over most of
his extra octivities. to others with more time - unfortunately he gave the
Gladys to Brion Creese, 1 don't much like the way the owards haven't found o
permanent resting ploce in the few yeors since John Miller started then up (I
did think they had.found o home at last with Geoff), ond I don't particulorly
like Brion Creese's stuck-up attitude to the hobby (both might put people
off), but 1 DO like to support the Gladys Awards (hell I like ony owords) and
hope you will give them some support as well. The categories ore (as copied
from Home):- - -

1. Best Diplomacy Zine: For zines where DipléMdcy 1s prominent.

2. Best Games Zine: For zines where non-Diplomocy gomes are prominent.

3. Best Looking Zine: Obvious.

4. Best Lettercol: The one you look forward to receiving the most.

5. Best Writer: writing regularly within the hobby.

6. Best Subzine: Another obvious.one.

7. Best for Hobby News: The zine that keeps you most in touch with the hobby.
8. Best New Zine: The most promising.new zine since June 1986.

9. Best Postal Gomes GM: of ony postal gome (1ncluding Diplomacy). .

10. Most Regretted Fold: The zine you were soddest to lose since June 1986.

Don‘t forget to put Dib up top where it deserves (though you don’t need to put
me in cotegory 6, 8, or 10).-If you con’t do that the leost you can do is put
it above Dolchstoss ond Mad Policyl Nominations should go to Brion Creese by
the 2nd May, at 256 Canbury Park Road, Kingston, Surrey, KT2 6LG. '

I
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JOTTO Turn 7

b

Richard? See Rosie

/

‘s letter in the lettercol...

. MICHELE MORRIS: 7TH 112112 KATH COLLMAN : 7TH 211434
MIKE CLOSE - . 71H 101212 . ROSIE ROBERTS : 7TH 221100
STEVE THOMAS : 7TH 01122} RICHARD SHARP : 7TH 333233



Dib 67 Page 4 \\ N

mmmmmmmmmwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmhﬁ;mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
WOT'S THE RECIPE WOT!S- THE RECIPE WOT’S THE RECIPE WOT’ SNTHE RECIPE WOT'S THE
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((Not no much a recipe... more a lecture aos well. This is the.CUT down version

of 'Michele’s ‘views: i1nto ‘Alternative Eating’. Edited out ore oll the
complicated diagroms (which my printer would hove made o hash’ of. _~ 'scuse pun])
ond technicol bits. And certainly the recipe couldn’t go in the lettercol S0

whot we are left with is...))

MICHELE MORRIS "1 ~hcll rise to the boit ond reply to Piggot’s cobblers thalt
humons require meut 1n order to have an adequote diet. That is blotenk
nonsense and he knows itl Humon beings require protein, fats, cdrbohydrotesh
vitomins and ‘- minerals to survive. . Vegetorian food is rich in vitomins and
" minerals, ' no-one would ‘argue -with that. Most Vegetcrlcns eat plenty of
unrefined carbohydrotes in the form of whole groins, wholemeal bread etc. and
so have plenty of energy. They alco get plenty of fibre llke that and so hov%
fewer diseases of the alimentary troct and ore less probe to obesity.
’ That only leaves protein. Protzin is digested by the body into its
component amrno acids. The body 1s totally unable to tell if these amino ocids
are from a vegztable or animal source.

Where the myth of vegetorianism being incdequote come from is the olg
idea of mzet being Ist closs protein and vegetable matter 2nd cless. In
reality 1t is truz to zay that all meat contains all the essential amino acids
in some quantity, PUT (and 1n my book 1t’s o big . but) it also contains hig
omounts of fot. Undesiracble residues of pesticides from animol feedstuffs and
anti-biotics and growth enhancers scometimes fed to cattle oll tend tb

accumulate in thi: Tot. Vegetoble proteins are less polluted by thesL

substonces howsves,” {hav , <r 'y (satin all the essentiol omino acids in  onb
hondy peckegs. Thot 1s why vegetarians proctice protein complementarianism. If
thig seems " complicated 1'd like to point out thot most vegg1e recipes haove
olready _ done _this  for .you. Classic examples are such “unfamiliar” veggip
dishes as mecuron: cheese, rics pudding, peonut butter sandwiches and plzzo.‘

As they say the proof of the pudding is in the eating so here comes a wee
recipe. Chosen not' only for the eose of obtaining the ingredients but alsb

L
C
‘cos it's good meszy eating, secing os thot 1s what Tom likes.”

LENTIL AND TOMATO PASTA

Serves 4

8-120z 'of wholevheot spaghett: or wholewheat pasta shapes. . (depends on how
hungry you are) '

] medium sized onion peeled ond fincly chopped

1 small clove of garlic, crushed (optioneal)

I taoblespoon sunflower or other vegetoble oil

150z can chopped tomatoes

1 generous tablecpoon tomato purce

4oz split red lentils

boiling woter or hot vegetoble stock

1 teaspoon mixed herbs OR basil OR oregdﬁo OR 2 bayleaves

solt

freshly ground b‘ock pepper

a little groted cheefc OQ chopped spring onion OR chopped chlves for gornish
a green salad

1. Put o lorge pan of water on' to boil. Salt well.
2. In another pan fry tle ouion {and qorlic if used) in the o1l gently wuntil
soft but not brown.

Add the lentils and herbs, stir well to coat with oil.
Cover with boiling woter or stock. Add tomato puree. Cover pan. Simmer
gently for 20 to 25 minutes. The lentils will absorb olmost all of th%
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. woter so be gentle with the heot or the sauce will weld itself to the pon.

5. Ten minutes before the sauce 1s ready odd the pasta to the boiling woter.
Cook for 8 to 10 minutes then drain.

6. Five minutes before it is ready check the souce. Add more water if it is
dry or leave the lid off to reduce if it is too sloppy.

7. Season the sauce with solt and pepper to taste. Remove the bayleoves 1f
used. .

8. Put the pasto on a warm plate ond cover with the souce. Gornish with cheese
or chives or spring onion. Serve with o green side salad.

9. Fpr a variation try adding 4oz of finely chopped mushrooms to the onion
. before adding -the lentils, or use rice instead of pasta.

mmmmmmmMmmMmmmmmMmrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmMmMmmmmmMMMmmMmMmMmmMmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnmmmmm

TURKEY A PLAYER'S VIEW
by Paul Donley

Turkey is undoubtedly my favourite country having ployed it a number of times
both postally and-FTF. My record 1s reasonable having never been eliminoted

_whilst I, very nearly gained o victory in W&P 4, ending up facing Englond

across . 0 stalemate line with each of us owning 17 centres. Thus with this
experience - | have formuloted some of my own views os to how Turkey should be
played. Strangely enough everyone who writes obout Diplomacy seems to overlook
Turkey when selecting a subject for their articles, I certoinly can’t remember
having seen one in my time in the hobby. Hopefully this article will put this
right, and may stimulate some discussion on this much maligned power.

Whether it’'s the cowordly yellow pieces or the bottled up nature theot does it
I’'m not sure, but everyone who gets Turkey seems to let out a long yown ond
promptly fall asleep. It’s o similar reaction to that seen when Austria 1s
drown, the player 'in guestion immediotley mokes his arrangements for another
gome in 2 hours time. In my point of view this reaction is completely unwarra-
nted mainly because of my experiences whilst ploying it. I‘ve olwoys emjoyed
my flirtotions with the Sultan for reasons I shalll attempt to explain in the
next few paragraphs.

Turkey storts the gome in a similar postion to Englond, 1mmunity from attock
but consequently few avenues of exploration. This is not helped by the unit
mix where. Turkey (like Itaoly) hos mostly sea borders but only one fleet. This
leads to few real options on opening moves and few chances for rap:id develope-
ment. Thus for Turkey to have any real success 1t must find either on olly or
a complete wally.

In terms of ollies the!choice is limited to either Russio or Austrio, ot least
1n the short term. Of these Russia is by far the most common choice, being the
other holf of the infamédus Juggernaut seen in so many FTF games. This relo-
tionship 1s fine 1f you are going for a 3/4 way drow from the outset, but not
such o good idec 1f you actually intend to win o gome. Russia/Turkey, if they
are both reosonoble players caon usually insist on some form of de-mil:itarised
gorrisoned zone around the Black Sea which makes o stob either easy to spot or
simple to fend off. Thus ofter reaching 11 or 12 centres each the choice is
often a slow and painful war with your olly or crossing the borren zone and
cttempting to surprise o Western power. Both of these strategies ore unlikely
to result in enough centres to.win and could (especially the former) give the
game to a third party. '

For better in my opinion-is to ally at first with Austria ond move to dominate
the Black Seo orea in the first couple of years. If these can be achieved the
moinland is wide open ond your problems of bottlenecks has been solved.
Providing Russia is not expecting trouble, and you talk nothing but Juggernout
to him 1n Pre-Spring 01 Diplomacy he needn’t be, a quick surprise ottack can
achieve this quite quickly. More importantly with o stab on Austric it is much
easier to ochieve real success via the Balkans into Bud, Tri, area when you
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want to be ~i1d of you: i1nitiol putrner. Also in this situation the possibility
of joint acticn with Itqu or Germany to mcke ‘the stab even more devasting is
quite good. C

As for ‘opening moves A(Con)-Bul 1s so stondard the unit may as well start in
Bul AO1. Almost cn common is F Ank-Bla, which Turkey really can’t fail to try
in Spring 01 whuteve:. The Smyrna army 1s the only debotable move and that is
really only bztween Con as follow up/support or Armenic, the laotter being the
move I would suggest moking. The best strategy is to persuade Austria to move
A{Bud)-Rum which then censures two units on Sev in Autumn 01 plus your fleet
gaining Bla. As pert of the Juggernaut Russia should hove gone north with
AlMosg) and as a result w2y well not build in 01. From this postion alliances
with England cnd Italy creinst Russic and Austria respectively give you the
entire South Ecst corner probably about 10 units by 1904. This idea of a
Jurkish Blitzkrieg naturally rests on good diplomacy, people doing whot you
expcct ond luck. But if i* comcs off it gives o superb springboord to victory
whilst avoiding becorniing stuck in the Bul plus 4 centres trop.

Oncz the peostiion outlined cbove has been secured @ number of avenues of
exploration lie chcad, none of which offer chances of quick and easy goins. It
is foirly ecsy to get to 13 centres i.e. 3 home plus 4 Balkons plus 3 Austrion
plus 3 Russian centros, but ofter this surge finding ancther 5 centres is not

too easy. Norlhwzsri~ iz the St.P/Scendinovian bottleneck, probably held
sazcurely by Englanlt, ‘Lot czually not an area ony counter-attock can come from
 if defended ogointt properly. With the North in stalemote the centre of Europe
looks " anviting - owL susply centres look distant. Before the Germany/Low

Countries orec cao we citushed o Turkey must first battle ocross the barren
zone, theriLy crrourcing his  intention to all ond sundry ond allowuing
allignces wiu dei A R T N ARl r“f-msrclly an aottack along this
front is net ~fi:

S J ol
very succossfully corrled out

la!

Looking-tcwards -tho=Swin thirgs cppear more premasing. The-heartland of Itoly

lies to the duo Woet whizh, with Tunis as well, gives 4 more centres towords
the - victory. licwersz~ thincs cre not all rose covered cotteges. Taking the
Tonian is uvoielly quite o fect - if it is ever ochieved. Progress from this
point o¢n can te ~Tow it cay ic wwede ot all.  Even with the support of ormies

attacking down thr:: Mooth Italy, especially when it is considered thot
Fronce, or cven LPJLU“J miy be aiding Italy ct this stage. Thus, on top of

skillful diplomccy, whish in itself could solve your problems, it is vital to
Turkey’s chances of “irning to head a fleet into the WMS as soon as possible,

" and. certainly o numbai of ssasons befire =n 2!l out attack 1s contemploted. An
attack on two fronte plu- tack stobbing is very nccessory to ottempt to ‘erack
thl* nut.

But your oroblems orz still nst all solved in that 17 centres have now been
obtained but the elusive 18'h mut still be captured. In most situations this
is one of StP., MYuno s, Bz2rlin, Marscilles or Spain ~ none of which, are
particulerly eas, to copture from your prosent postion. Agein some amount of

- 1 o
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coptured.’

{

[N

Jinloaacy ie netcseary before one of these centres can be

‘These then ore m, :deas for o Turkish Blitzkrieg. Noturally this is a risk
strategy aimcd ot wooimun guins in the first few seosons and relies on  good

diploming cond predirtoble player resporse. Any number of foctors could go
against its success - but if followad through @ speedy odvance could cotch the
Western powers vooware ond  the stalemate line caon be penetroted before

adequate defences ure csteblished. Maybe not everyone’s idea of playing Turkey
but T like exnand.ry auickly with o well guarded rear - any complaints??

((Thunks “once czain Paoul, you earn yourselfanother couple of free issues of
Dib (you lucky thinz yos). ., At this rcte Dib might even get the reputotion of
_being o Diplomscy ofientetad zincl))



