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WITH GSPECIAL MENTION TO ELAINE TILLSON WHO KINDLY HELPED WITH COLLATING

AND DUPLICATING. \
IAN HELPED WITH THE LABELS TOO.
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This 1s issue 27 of Dib Dib Dib ~ the greatest zine since the fall of the Roman
Empire some might think, but a rather thin issue this time nonetheless. But more
about that later (don't know why I just don't stick this in the editorial). The
cost of ' this issue, as is (as is?) every other issue, is only 34p - a bargin at
twice the price. Those wanting to subscribe or trade should write to Tom Tweedy
(me) at 29 Stanley Hill Avenue, Amersham, Bucks, HP7 9BD. Tel. 02403 4513

EDITORIAL

Before I start let me just apologise for the lateness of this issue. Things have
been so hectic in the Tweedy household of late I'm just surprised I've managed
to get this much done. Most of my time seems to have been taken up with the
puppies. With showing Dalmatians as a hobby, extra care was needed on my part to
check for a possible show dog in this litter. It's not even my hobby, it's Jan's
- but she hasn't a clue what to look for in a dog. Her idea of a nice dog is
that it should have a head and a tail and a leg on each corner - even then she
feels she's on shaky ground. Five puppies we had (3 bitches and 2 dogs) - after
7 weeks (God, 1is that all....it seems longer) it appears as though we have
twelve! “ : )

Now it's coming to the time when we must part with them: you might be
forgiven in thinking that this was the easy part; what with a lot of people
ringing up' to zsk for one. Not so. It would appear that as responsible Dalmatian
breeders (and that iz vhat Jan wants us to be), we have a duty, a sacred duty,
to grill potential customers using the latest Gestapo techniques. No-one, but
no-one was going to tnke orne of our poor puppies' through that door unless they
had the Janet Tweedy seal of approval. (I wouldn't mind so much, but under Jan's
new ruling I'm not evca sure we are good enough to own a Dalmatian! I daren't
point that bit out to her though.) Already I've been given the dirty work of
refusing threc people. And she's not even that convinced with those she has
already agreed on.

Still, I think we havc all five puppies sold now - we've yet to vet one more
couple. I must admit I have enjoyed having the litter - even though we didn't
get one good enough for show. And certainly I think it's a good idea to be
fairly strict on whot kind of homes the dogs go to. If more breeders paid
attention to the cutomers of their dogs, perhaps there would be less of them
roaming the streets fouling the pavements (er, dogs I mean). Thank God the
Dalmatian breeders and owners that I know are a responsible lot. With perhaps
one exception.... '

\ -

Jan volunteered me for the job of préduping the Dalmatian Hobby's>ownﬁmagazine:
Spots of News, thé other day - which has a ready-made list of 1000 subscribers.
So much for Jan's hobby. I can thank my lucky stars that she isn't interested in
breeding horses I suppos. The couple who used to produce Spots of News -packed up
and moved to Australia. Not a bad idea I think; perhaps that's something I could
keep in mind. -

But to my hobby. Other things that have kept me busy have been the visitors.
Since the 1last issuc I've seen John Keight, Will Shand, Dave Tottey (yes, THE
Dave Tootey), Wink Thompson, Ian Tillson and .... ugh, Pete Mearns (who?). Pete
came down for the weekend (he seems to be here every weekend eating me out of
house and home, and wearing out my Wizardry disk), Ian pops in whenever he has a

mind to (his wife, Elaine, is in the Dalmatian hobby - that's how we met), and:

Wink, Dave and Will dropped in unexpectedly one aftérnoon while John was here
showing off his latest, unfinished, 3D Adventure program - a program he's doing
on his Atari. Ah, such 1is the life of a zine editor.... Actually, talking of
Pete Mearns (and why shouldn't we be, Pete's not that bad .... well, there are
one or two hidious secrets which .... but more of that another time) I actually
managed to collar him to write his own advertisment for the cereal poll. How the
hell he managed to produce PTN I'll never know - it took him at least an hour
for his single digit to complete the following. Mind you, his brain was free

A
:
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Rennie’ addiction

that plagued him so whilst PTN was top of the Poll.
What more need I say? ' ' — .

I
19

THE PETE MEARNS 1983 CEREAL POLL:

"Most of you will be aware of the Zine Poll run by Richard Walkerdine and the
radish awards run_ by Mike Allaway (well - .he always repeats himself...).
Unfortunately, not all of you will be aware of the latest visionary poll which
is being run by Peter U. Mearns, ex editor of Puppet Theatre News - the best
zine ever to be published from Inverness. This has been plugged in some of the
better 2zines, but has been blatantly ignored in some others. However, I am glad
to say that Dribly Drably Dobly is proud to associate itself with this noble and

far reaching probe into what makes Dibby players go ((You go too far, Mearns -
no pun 1intended)). I therefore take great pleasure in announcing the rules for
the 1981 Breakfast Cereal Poll... All you have to do is list all the breakfast
cereals you have tasted and mark them from 1 (not bad) to 10 (really great). You
must regularly consume at least two cereals to.be eligable, and these must be
standard UK produce, none of yer foreign muck or sub-cereals. Please note that
cereal . producers cannot vote for their own product, and neither can their wives.
Votes should be sent to pete who can be found at 61, Meadowvale Close, Ipswich
until the 24th March, and 33 Kincraig Terrace, Inverness thereafter (please note
COA and the change from 53 Meadowvale to 61 Meadowvale). STOP PRESS: News soggy
from the polls indicates an early lead for Kellogg's 'Coco Pops' - thanks no
doubt to their recent pre-voting advertising campaign.) Votes by the end of
March pleaseftiiin ’

EN

JOTTO Turn 8

of you are about ready to take a guess;leh? If you do, don't

I think a couble
forget the rules: When you think you know all six words you may take a guess at
them (you 'must guess-at all six) - but you must get ALL six right! Get one wrong

and you're out.

I can accept anagrams for your final .guesses. If you send in somethlng llke "T P
S R E T" or "SPRITE" and one of my secret words was PRIEST the guess will be
accepted. And may the best man win. :

IAIN SINGER:  8th (1,1,2,2,3,3) ALAN PARR: 8th (2,1,3,3,2,2)
KEITH LOVEYS: 8th (0,2,2,2,1,1) ROBERT LOZYNSKYJ: 8th (1,1,3,1,0,2)
RICHARD BASS: 8th (1,2,2,0,1,0) RICHARD MORRIS: 8th (1,2,2,4,1,1)
SANDY PETERS: 8th ( - NMR! - ) GEORGE NORTH: T7th (2,2,2,2,1,1)
NICK MARSHALL: Tth (2,4,1,2,1,2) 8th (2,0,2,3,1,1)
8th (3,1,3,3,2,3) NICHOLAS CLIFTON: 8th (2,3,3,2,1,2)
TIM BALL: Tth (4,1,3,2,1,1) RICHARD WALKERDINE: 8th (2,2,2,2,2,1)
_ . 8th ( - NMR! - ) SIMON CRADDOCK: Tth (2,1,1,2,5,2)
MARK LIPTON: 1ist (4,2,1,1,2,2) B _ 8th ( - NMR! - )
8th (2,1,3,2,0,1) DAVID HALL: Tth (1,4,1,1,1,1)
R.J. LAMPARD: 8th (1,3,2,2,1,1), . 8th (2,1,3,2,0,2)
ALAN SHARPLES: 8th (2,4,0,1,0,1)
LARRY TRASK: Tth (3,1,1,2,2,3)
8th (1,1,3,0,1,0)

Just room at the bottom here for a little chat. Some of you may.have alréady
noticed the absence of the Angel cartoon on page four. This is because Chris was
very, late gettlng the drawing in, and so, Jan didn't have time to drop it in at
the prlnters to get an electric stencil cut. She quite often has this problem as
she has to drop it in at High Wycombe, which is a good 7-10 mile from here. This
gave me the idea of ringing up Rip Gooch to find out how much RYODA could do it
for. And I was pleasantly surprised to find out they could do it far cheaper.
"Right," I said, "“you've got the job." Yes .. you've guessed it, if Chris
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keeps sending in the Angel cartoons, part of Dib is going RYODA. Is this the
start of the rot, as Richard Walkerdinei's funny article of 1983 predictions
fortold? We shall see. You might ask first if Chris Sandow will produce another

Angel saga ~ can anyone come up with a storyline?

'

1
'

LETTERS

And who worse to start off this column than....

NICHOLAS CLIFTON:
"Dear Claire, ((Trust Clifton to spell my name wrong))

Please help me. I have no-one else to turn to. You see I'ma ... a ... a
Dib addict! I can't help it. Every 4 weeks I have to have a regular shot of
inane drivel or I start to become sane! ((Fat chance of that!)) I'm a desperate
man whenever there is even a hint that I might not be-able to receive the next
issue.” Indeed I am so far gone that T have arranged to GM one of these Sopw1th
games ‘so ‘that I need not’ worry about keeping my sub topped up.

Is there any help for me? Have I been totally corrupted by that madman
Tweedy or is there a chance for recuperation. .

Someone told me that I should announce to the world that I shot old Tweedy
Pie down in a Sopwith game. Do you think this would help?" .

((Dear Nicholas, I'm afraid there's no hope for you at all. Your only course of
action 1is to take yourself and a loaded gun out into the back yard, put the gun
to your head, and shoot yourself down like the rabid dog that you are.))

" 0000000

ANDREAS SARKER:

"Sir, are you mad? What, has possessed you to let Nicholas 'Make mine a
Strawberry' Clifton loose upon. six unsuspecting innocent (?) bystanders as a GM?
I hope you live to regret this rash move."

(I think' I' already do. But no, it'll make men of them. If I can survive in a

game with him as GM why shouldn't others be made to do so?)) .1,

0000000 A

" DANIEL A. ' WORTHINGTON:

"Dear Mr Tweedy,
Most 'humble college student 31ncerely apologises for not sending preference
llst and _begs forglveness "

((I  should think so too - apology accepted You 'see you lot; all it needs is the
proper respect, that's due to a man of my statloh to get things done.))
i

0000000
But to a rather IMPORTANT letter from...

IAIN SINGER:
"On the toplc*of Redwing: each turns movement I think must be simultanious
(or in a fixed order) otherwise people will start argu1ng\whether Rob shot

1
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Martin befeore he shot him and thus wovld still be flying or if you and Martin
shot Rob beforc he shot Martin .... you get the drift: anyway you get 8 pointsy-.
Martin gets 7 and DReb -0 for Lhat little action. Rob does stay an ace but no
thanks to Dib (alber Dib 39 pcints but he shot Brian Dolton down in Acolyte).

.. New ace is 'Richard Turner. TDichard lorris takes over at the top again...
((Rats!)).

1
X

1

"Now to the other topic on the phone. I'd like to hang up my stats tables.
Not because I don't cnjnry it (sceing you crash makes it all worthwhile) ((fat -
chance)) buvt because cercain crams are Jooning large. If you could print this in .
Dib &nd also mcntion that porcon —anting to take over doesn't need a lot of time
but he/she will rcquire gon2 tise eacil wzek: I just can't alford this at present
and . it's not going to gel any eagier. Oh and another thing, the person must be
willing to take Dribble on az a tirade! .... na, most of ‘em are buying it (what
an amaging'noticﬂ!) ((Uateh it, Singert)) ‘

"I ihirnk %hat's corercl) evervoaing ... ah no - could those people sending
trades to re to inzlvde So.with in the stats still do so, I'll keep them going

until T pasc the stats cvrer. And-would il zpplicant (') pleace write to me:=~
Iain Singer, 19 Rezeflicle darccnz, Udlinguton, CGlosgow, GT71 7AW (Tel. 0698
8150C4) ! ‘ '

tellirg me in' 0 uarde oo locs: tey Iobeal I'm the best man for the stats.”

((Well there you have it. rfianlss, Iaia, for sﬁarting the stats off and doing a
great job for aeg long as you did -~ I urodered how long it would take for your
exars to catch up. Anywey 21l tlose intorested should contact Iain at the above
address -~ pavacnt iz Iree lrading with all zines interested in having their
oOleth gzues rated. Touin i1 leo vou kaow vhich ones.))

202020

DAVE TOTTe.:
"T'm scill inlercat.d Lavakiiag over the Jopwith ratings.”

B

((And.....))
RICHARD MORRIS: - :
"I've been thinling foent Iz'a'n protings, add de01ded ‘that unless he's
already founc¢ soriccone Lo pezg 21¢ onto, thon Z'11 do it. -
1 [
((As I =said before it's vp to Iain to chocsé who is rost suitable for the job.
Cartalnly getting all  thome zines {ree is an attractive prospect. All those

‘1nter-uted shculd ££i11 uvrite to Zaoin thovgh.))

0000000

ROB CHAPMAL:' "/ , ' ‘

"Raven: wnhat a p-thetic way fcr’ the gemz to end -~ but I'm not going to
qu1bble abopt' it (.... Iud ather be brousrht’ dov1 by a cloud than* by Richard
Morrist). . o
X Put it does raisc the probilem of the rovement of clouds again. It is
iilogical that the clouds rhould be moving on a different time scale to the
plaﬁes, and be aole toTtonk! the plonzss and cause damage. Pete Tamlyn's house

)

' rule provides the tiost sensible :nsvsr' clouds cre simply not allowed to 'bonk!'

planes. This ig, in effect, miiing planes and cloud movement simultaneous - the
direction of cloud movement ic v"nounyw‘ 2% the erd of a turn, but the movement
actually taksg place wuring the {irst movecrent phase of the following turn. This
is more in spiri% with the official Soipwith rulebook, vhich states: "One point
of damage is trken ror ewvery Fove that a p1 e is in a hexagon containing a

storm cloud “marker." Urder the ‘boniiag! yetem {(if you'll excuse the
expression.:.) a »nlzne <ors nnt have tp snand any time (i.e. Move) in the cloud

"to incur demage (e.ge in  thz 3rd phane of wovemert in Turn 17 Herman Goering

moves to haex 016, cloud 2vis southi-weas te 015, in the first move of turn 18
Herman moves to hex P15, and 3¢ haz nat Spdnt any of the movement phases in
turn 17 or 18 in %he cloud). I will amend my house rules accordingly, and
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suggest you do the same {rom now on."

({This is fine by me, but, what do others think? I try play the postal game
exactly as I.. play the face to face game. In that, the storm clouds are really
‘supposed to be moved at the beginning of each Move - not Turn. I only move. them
once per Turn for ease of postal play. To my way of thinking a storm cloud is
supposed to be unpredictable enough to bonk planes; it's the chance one takes.
That's why they're called ‘'Storm Clouds'. But, if anone wants it to be
changed...?))

0000000

GEORGE NORTH:

"I have a Home Video Computer. So far the latest cartridges only play
Mastermind up to about eight different pegs, but if they ever get it down to
about twenty-six you can look out for yourselves in Jotto.

Not that I can get near the machine for ages yet as wifey plays space
invaders for hours on end. No dinner for George, no washing up, no nothing until
she has shot down these blasted alien space missiles. ‘

In desperation I decided to watch the telly in the other room on our small
set. You are never going to believe this - I turned the knobs to get the ITV 4
and went the wrong way and got Space Invaders straight from the other television
set. Different mains and different ariel and no connection that I can see and
yet we got the self same Space Invaders on both sets!

Also got nine levels of chess and so far the puny machine hasn't won a
single game. Pah! At 1level one and two the moves come back like greased
lightning and you get qu.te a few surprises, but at levels eight and nine the
machine waits Tfifteen or tuenty uinutes and actuallybtries to fathom things out
to beat ME! Of course it never wins, but what a fascinating contraption it is.

Now I am sending for a draughts cartridge and that really could be fun.
Draughts is more my game than chess and I have been offered a chance to play for
Essex County, which might even make me famous if I win a few, who knows.

I suppose Dib Dib 1is never thinking of branching out and trying another
game of some sort? Apart from Jotto and the letter column this zine is one of my
few non-participant ones and I would like to become more involved. Can't afford
another Diplomacy game due to the flow of letters and the rising cost of stamps.
The trouble is I write to everyone and you have to in order to win, don't you?
((Too true)) So Diplomacy is out and I am off Sopwith, so what else have you got
to offer an anxious scribe? Nothing - I thought not.

In case you ever do start something my preference is D&D, Sorcerer's Cave,
chess and draughts. So now you know.

Give my regards to Jan, you overwork that woman methinks. Why not treat her
to Space Invaders and really give her a treat. Every so often I hear Peg call,
"Make us a cup of coffee? Answer the door George, Pay the Milkman - money's on
the side, answer the phone and if it's Flo tell her to hold on,.I am just
beating my own score". You would love it. Not even made the beds."

((Well there you have it in a nutshell George: first rule of owning a micro -
keep the 1little woman off. Once they realise anyone can use one it ceases being
a necesgary MAN'S toy. It becomes instead 'a luxery that comes after fixing up
the kitchen, 1living room, etc'. I'm afraid you've only made a rod for your own
back, George =~ and perhaps 1learned a 1lesson too late. Drastic measures are
called for, but I fear already you may be too late even then.

As for starting up different games in Dib: no can do at the moment as I
don't have the space, time OR the money the extra pages would cost. Chess or
draughts wouldn't take up much space I know, but take a look at NMR! ; the chess
© ladder: is hardly the most exciting thing in its pages. At times it is hardly
noticable. Perhaps if I finally manage to get rid of the Sopwith.))

0000000

&
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JOHN WILMAN: .
"Don't , know where L& Fevre thinks all this ‘thobby money' will come from.
He's the only one making any, and he keeps giving it awayi® ’

((Yes, T mentioned soilething 1like thisz in a letter to Richard Walkerdine/
Mad Policy. I've only £7 CGS money after that many months - giving £25 a time
away each time wouldn't . work out too well. Or 1is that perhaps an
understatement?))

. iy - 00CC000

SANDY PETERS: ‘ o R

"Much as I dislike hobby wrarncles I was pleased to see the. Stats Service
get an airing. I can't see that Peter can be held wholly to blame for the year
of _silence since there cems to hqvc been little debate on the matter in the
zines ' I receive. It b;lcn'i surprire ne if a large proportion of those reading
DDD. 26 didn't kncw that there WAS a Stats Service. I'm very wary of criticising
one of the meny hohby members who work rnard for little reward or thanks but I
have to agrec with y:iu. Sumeone whe deoesn't have time to reply to letters is
hardly in apcsitica Lo nrevide an adeguratz service.

Perhapc ~v own expersience ol the scrvice aight-be of interest. Around mid
81 I sent off a quid as a chort sample cub to SO0TA ((Pete Calcraft's old Zine
Spirit of the Am2 )) cond, of course, it [olded. About a year ago I was surprised
and pleasad to rcenise In the Degiuning 14 and The Finishing Touch No39 and 40.
Very informative they Eéﬂé‘f55~-hu7 since then nothing. I was left not knowing
if I'd had wy full gvidowor,th, 37 I cherld send any more cash, if there was a
.Stats Service any »rc. Net very zovisfuctory but not, as I said, completely
Peter's favlt ginze the root ¢f  Lie hobby (and that includes mé of course)
didn't chase 1t np. L don't sce that 'popularity' and ‘respect’ enter into it.
~The Stats ear: of grest inoterest aud L poerlance to the hobby and you were right

I'm not svre &tbat T'd lite 45 ~ze  Lhe above paragraph in your letter
column, Tom. It seems a bit sour and po-faced. Mind you, as, perhaps, one of the
only 11 osubbkers to tho Stacs Service I've a right to my say, even if it's only
(by my calculatioas) 53p worthi™

((Too right you have Suju‘, tnd thanks Tor uriting in and saying so. This is the
thing, it's 5o typical of owr hobby thece davs, no-one wants to speak up in case
they get Sl;;pco down for '"getting on the backs of poor hardworking hobby
custodians". This Zis- o#1lly. Falr caough, a couple of people went over the top
when it came to Paul bimp«ing ond the Novice Package - but then they tried to
wrest the WNovice Pacicge Irem renl without his say so. Speaking your own mind
when problems crop uvp is a differcnt thing altogether. I only hope people get on
to me if I ever start doing things wrong with the CGS.

But to enswer one of your pu-nts, Sandy. I didn't leave Peter to get on
with it and then suddenly romember comcthing was wrong with the stats. I worried
every time I sent out a copy of Dib, knowing that perhaps I was going to get
nothing in recturn. I% oscured co me that I might have to do something about it
when Jan suggested thot T scovld cu bacik on some of my trades (I now trade with
34 zines). Vho shcald I ¢
- but how thcn could T g

+

ut bacl: on, I wondered. Pete Calcraft was first to mind

2t Roardnan numbcrs for ny games? It was clear I should
try and. Go cemething cbeont it first. Hence the editorial two issues ago when
Wink thompson cane Lo me.))
0000000
NIGEL BRADSIIAW:
"Regardirg hovby  Tetato': Uhy (o bother? In passing I have glanced over
figures for gcme encz. They wzam to confirm a slight variation in probable
results for different counZricz, but anvene with a little knowhow ((?)) could

.8ee- that. Thea so vhal do th2y matter in the microcosmic situation of the sole

postal game? re we stpposcd to use Lhom as oxcuses for our own inadequacies?
Then as for UWno'c Where, whet usc is this? Is one supposed to search out

neighbouring »nlavers and ert-:rr games with then in the hope that personal contact



