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Ah, another editorial, another zine - welcome one and all to issue 18 of Dib Dib Dib,
There's not much I can say in this section (this month) that hasn't been said all
before. So I'll keep quiet and cut it short. The price for this fullscapz (take note,
one Simon Billeness) rag costs a mere 1n per sheet + postage (making this issue

about about 28p - not as advertised 35p for 20 pages). Anyone wishing to contact me
for any reason (to send me money, or nerhaps ring to have a chat) I can be found at:-
29 Stanley Hill Avenue, Amersham, Bucks, HPT 98D. Tel., 02403 4513 -

EDITORIAL )

It's now 7.30 on Friday, by which time I had hoped I could send this zine to you.

All seemed to be going well about the middle of the week, I had the lettercolumn
finished and was halfway through the games. Somehow however, the time just slipvped
away. Instead, I finished all the games today = now I've this editorial, the Jotto,

a couple of zine reviews (if I get the space) and the back page still to do. Looks
like I'11 be typing away into the night to get finished. Could do a bit more tomorrow
perhaps, but it's Stuart's birthday tomorrow + I've got Ian Tillson and entoumgage
coming over - things could get a bit hectic (specially since he's coming to take my
front lawn).

But anyway, what of the hobby scene. There's mutterings and murmurings going round

in the various zines concerning the impending 1982 Zine Poll .- yes, once again the
so-called silly season is almost upon us. (For those that don't know what the Poll
is, it's a poll done every year to find out what you, hhe general subscriber, thinks
is the best British Dinlomacy zine ~ but there'll be a fuller description of this
later in bhe year, I don't wanb to go into it now.) Once again the questbon is being
asked, can Greatest Hits the zine that's won three years in a row, do it again?
Personally, I don't think GH is as good as it used to be (although it's admitted that
Pete nputs an enormous amount of work into it), but ‘offhand I can't think of any other
zine that might top it. Last year I would have backed NIR! for winner ~ but this
year.... there's just too many good new zines on the market. If nothing else the Poll —
should produce some surprises, and just for that, should prove extremely interesting.
So, who do you think will win?

With a bit of luck we should =mzm get some inkling soon because, from what I hear,
Mike Allaway will soon be bringing out the 'Gladys Awards!. lMike took a bit of flak
with it last year because (a) it was too serious (it's supposed to be a light-hearted
run-up to the main Poll); (b) Mike btought it out far too late; and'(c) some people
protested at the way a serious award like hhe Les Pimley Award was lumped in with the
other Tun—-type stuff. The general oninion was that this awaerd should be handed over -
to Richard Walkerdine. But will Richard take it?-Anyway, Mike, bowing to popular
demandx has decided to get back to the fun-type Gladys Awards, and will almost
certainly be asking for ideas on the categories the Awards shogld include.

#% ghen John Miller (the originator of the awards) ran the awards I was disgusted
to find Jan had won the 'Grass Widow of the Year'! award. That's a laugh for a start -
I can't keep her nose out of the zine! It was a put-up job I'm sure, instegated by
that rat, Miller,.. *¥ o -

Hurry up, Mike - I'm dying to see what awards you'll come up with!}

Much as I.hate_to hurt-the-feelings of- one—or two of you by meiitidning computers, I've

no choice, my computer may well be very much involved in producing Dib in the near
future. I'm not too sure how it'll affect it yet; it should make for a far faster
turnaround as I can type things up as they come in, and re-arrange it all at a later
date, One thing I can be sure of though, the layout will be different. But how different
I wen't know until I can assess the word processing capabilities. I've got the word
srocessing package (the Applewriter 1.1), all that remains for me to do is choose

a daisywheel typewriter that can be interfacdd with my machine. I thought about the
new Olivetti 122, but on demonstration I found it to be enormous -~ it ftook un the
whole desk?! Didn't leave any room for the computer to sit beside it. So, at the
moment it's a toss up between the Scripfa daisywheel, or the smaller Olivetti that

a firm called Datarite have just brought out for £600 (including interface). It's

a fair bit of money to lay out I know, but I don't want it just for the zine - Itve

i
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NGC DIPLOMACY WAITI
NGC DIPLOMACY RATINGS LIST

This is my second attempt at doing this rating list, my first attempt I did well
before the deadline which meant Dib stood a fair chance of coming out on time. But
(I can't say unfortunately because I like getting the NGC list) as things would have
it, Wink has just sent me this recently updated list. I did think of sending out -
the original list, but in the light of recent changes it made the list totally
worthless (anyway, I'1l get this out before blooody John Marsden does!). Anyway to
the list. The list is compiled by Wink Thompson (thanks for sending it Wink). And,

as I've said before, as with all ratings lists these must be taken with a pinth of
salt. By the time the Diplomacy games finish, the gamem endings sent to Pete Calcraft
and the rating information sent on to Wink, who then has to compile all the names...
a fair amount of time has passed. To give you some idea, it's my first time on the
1list (players have to complete four games to be included on the list) -~ I've finished
T =xd games and won five. Not as up to daye as the'Wilman Rating List' maybe, but

it certainly puts the good players where they should be....at the top. (I have my
doubts about that Chapman though ~ keevs chickening out every time I challenge him

to a game of something or other.) But again I digress. The list is a long one and
seeing as the 'Angel' cartoon hasn't turned up I'll use the extra space to get as
many names on as I can. Don't pay any attenticn “o the top of page seven, that was
from the old list. Rating = R; Number of Games = G,

David Phillips
Martin Feather
Rob Chapman
James Oilee
Andrew Holborn
John Horris

Bob Tucker

John Sandell
Wike Close

Tony Ball: i
Richard Walkerdine
Gary Silk
Bruce Foster
Alan Watson
Norman Nathan
Richard Hucknall
Ray Lvans

Steve Pratt

Tom Tweedy .
Roland Prevot
David Barnes
Timothy Sharrock
Tim Roberts

Neil McDonald
Alan Sedgawick
Roger Collins
Chris Farmer

Nick Bullock . ... __.

Tadek Jarski
Paul HMcGivenn
Chris Day
Harry Turner
Simon Dally
Allan Ovens
lMike Nicholas
Stuart Dagger
John Balson
Richard I. Scott
Chris Rick
Stephen Brophy
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286

260
259
258
239
026
024
223

020"
221"

221

221

216
212

212

211
210

208 -

208
206
205
205
201
200
199
195
195

191, -

189
187
184
183
183
180
180
176
176
11715
174
172

-
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Mike Tngham
Peter Croft
Doug Wakefield
Peter Robertson
Phil Simpson
John Lee

Ron Iisher
Jonathan Palfrey
Tony Mitchell
John Marsden
Mike Lay

Phil Bass
Eruce Little
Aloun Bustany
Briaw Williams
‘Nicky Palmer
Graham Buckell
Derek Wilson
Pete Bwanson
Karl Paper
Frank Dashwood
Bob Broun

Pete learns
Peter Hawkins
Grahem Jeffrey
Kim Bailey
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-~ Pele 8831y -
Greg Hawes
Steve Jones
Les Tassell
Michael Sharkey

13 David . Johnson
22 Dave Tucker
10 Kelvin Blacburn
6 Tain Forsyth
9 Paul Ward
16 SrriwxBrsiPaul Ward
5 Willy Haughan
4

Zohn Effemey

Loaurance Parrot |

R

171
170
168
169
169
167
166
166
163
162
161
161
161

160

159
159
159
159
157
156
156
154
15

154
154
153
152
151
151
149
149
149
149
149
148
147
147
147
146
145
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NGC RATINGS CONT,

BG R g

Stewert Wright 144 6 Doug Mills T2 6

Mike Lean 144 13 John Lovibond 102 8

Clive Booth 142 5 Stephan Agar <101 15

Tan McDonald 141 6 Martin Hammon 101 10

Lionel Bidwell 140 4 John Rayns 101 9

Vic Smith 138 10 Jim Botten 100 6

John Miller 138 3 Gary Murkin 100 15

Richard Sharp 136 29 John Gough 100 4

Graeme Levin 135 - 4 - David Wood 100 T

Ken Williams 134 19 Richard Nash 100 31

Nick Clennet 134 7 Anthony Massey 100 4

Tan Deohorty 133 5 David March 100 5

Paul Simpkins 133 13 Keith Loveys 98 26

Colin FHarden 132 6 Andy I, Lvans 97 10

Dave Tant 131 15 Pavl Humphreys 97 5

Bob Lloyd 129 9 Bob Howes 97 16

Paul Cock 128 10 Andrew Parsons 97 T

John Andrew Dvans 127 7 Tony Bartle 97 8

Wartin Styler 127 6 Peter II Smith 95 4

RoF Taylor 126 26 Paul Iartley 83 4

Ddwin Godfrey 126 7 Peter Sydenham 93 11

Tan ¥clntyre 126 5 Mike Allaway 92 20

Worman YWilliams 126 7 Pete Calcraft 91 4

Bric Willis 126 27 Steve Plater 90 25

John Herlihy 121 T Steve Doubleday 90 10

Tichzsl Groom 120 10 Ron Keitz 90 T

Clive Waterhouse 119 9 Graham Box 89 10

Victor Logan 118 5 Steve Howe 89 4

John Horst M8 . 4 © Scott Morris . . 87 4 .

Chris Tringham M7 17 Nike MaCleund 87 4

Bill Orr 117 7 John Walsh 86 4

John Piggott 116 35 Fartin Leathzawood 86 4

Denis Love 115 5 Hick Shears 84 7

Andy Davidson 115 64 Jeffrey CGarret 84 T

Peul Willey 115 10 Phillip Landau 84 4

Jim Roberts 115 8 Bob Johnsey 83 4

Stephen Dowcra 114 27 Davié Parry 83 4

Adrian Baird 113 4 llartin Rundle 83 17

Mike Johnson 112 6 Richard I Sykes 82 5

Ian Watters 112 5 Chris Side 82 18

Wink Thompson 112 6

Pete Birks 112 18 That s all the names I have space for,
Peter Charlton 110 21 Tor thosc that want to see the complete
Alan Humphreys 110 5 list, write to: Wink Thompson, 7 Peat Rd,
Peter Berlin 108 6 Bridge of Weir, PA11 3LU, Scotland. You'll
Geofl Challinger 108 12 have to be quick though, as I believe Wink
Arthur Nunn 108 8 1ill be moving down this way in May because
Chris Bishop 108 19 of his job.

Peter Tyrell 107 9

Anthony Taylor 107 4 I had to be careful this issue didn't

Tan Ossaway 106 4 turn into something like a stats zine.
Norman lelvin 106 4 Avart from Wink's list, Alan Sharples has
Andy Allers 105 5 sent me a Ratings List + System he's worked
Duncan llorris 105 9 out for the 1981 National Diplomacy Chamion-
Peter licDonald 104 10 ship {(I1idCon). He must have put hours of
Andy Norman 104 11 work into it. Hopefully I can publish it
Shaun Derrick 104 9 next issue = it was too big to include in
Jeremy Tullet 103 5 this issue with what I had typed up already.
Andy Tringham 102 8

Malcolm Brown 102 13

un
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NGC Ratings (cont.)
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And the list goes on, Wink hasn't bothered to%éiﬁe the positions this time, consequ-
ently a couple of the names might be maxed up. As for the rest of Dib's subscribers:~

Dave Tant | “131 15 _ Mike Allaway. 92 19

Paul Simpkins q27 12 - © Peter Calcraft 91 4

John Piggott 119 34 George Horth 68 5

Wink Thompson S 112 6 ’

Keith Loveys 100 26 _ Co
R =

K The contribution thait follows 1s a ‘'personal view'! from one of our British vobuies
(Fuzz, Pigs, 'The llan!, Scuffers, etc, for those that recognise no other names). I
found it i1nteresting.....oubt judge tfocr yourselves.

JUST_TUAGTIT, .,

There was once z country thai was reasonably sane, stable and appeared to travel
along commonscnsz lines. , '

In tkruth it had some serious problems, including poverty, crime and unemploy-—
ment, but crime wasn't a growth industry, only a relatively small proportion of the
people were criminals and those who were caught, tried and convicted tended fo obtain
the benefit of quite lengthy prison sentences,

The troublzs was that therc were meonle who did not profit from this relative
tranquility, cither finemcially, intellectually or polatically. Hembers of the legal
fraternity began to sece the wossibilaty of huge nrofits from defending people who
could be persuaded to plead not guilty to charges that they were quite often ready
to plead to on the simnmle premise that they had in fact committed the offence(s)
alleged. ) ‘

Itellectuals saw a possibiiity of gaining fame or infamy ffom stirring up
minorities of any colour, creed or nolitical persuasion, and of attacking authority
often for no better reason than avthority was an easy- sitting target which more often
than not was slow to reply and tended to be staid rather than {lamboyant in any
counter attack.

Political extremists vode their particular bandwagon and began the process of
turning those lines of common sense *towards the final terminus of anarchy.

This sad melting--pot wasm stirred slowly ev first, beginning after the Second World
War with the introduction’ of more liberal criminal justice acts, the easing of
supposedly hard prison conditions and patently silly so-called rules that instructed
investigators to tell the investifated to in effect, 'shut un! and so help thwart
their inv g¥%g§g%%ns. Bven Leuis Carroll would have baulked at that one.

Thé/mmﬁzx%i éffect of being arrcsted or of becoming a guest of the Crown was to
that degree diminished. The country became so civilised that canital punishment was
abolished in order that convicted killers including cold--blooded terrorists could be
kept alive, mayhe to kill again.

Not guilty pleas became morec common as legal aid was generously provided, paid
for by all the citizens including ironically enough by the relatives and friends_of
those.1nnocents dome to dcathl ~— - -~ -+ == 7 T T ’ '

Bit by bit the pot was stirred faster and faster. Change and 'reforms?! followed
quickly upon each other .- until the country became gquite unrecognisable, discipline
‘becamé a dirty word associated with hitting and shouting at veople rather than what
1t really meant wnich was-about thinking. :

Iiven. teachers werc not permltted.to effectively discinline children, and there-
fore naughty kids quickly progressed into the sort of thugs, skinheads or mods that
were seen on the strects, public transport and sports stadiums, behaving in all
manner of criminal and grossly anti-social ways.

Yext when such louts avpearcd in the dock beforc hhe courts, they became a
figment of somebody's imegimat-rn. Recause, according o their legal aid 'briefs',

. o . - .
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harassment or a conspiracy ol elderly ladies hell bent on destroying the young
gentlemen's (and la dle“') delrcate characters. The legal beagfles often didn't bother
to really argue the faotn of any given case; but resorted instead to discussing
technicalities such as the time that a caution was administered, or whether an evil
over-zealous inve s+1ga+ur raised his vomce to our ‘hero! in the dock.

As the countryts declinc continueu and meny peovle didn't work quite so hard as
hitherto « and unemployment increased for.a variety of very complicated national and
international economic reasons that cxbiremists tried to simplify to suit their own
ends -- violence broke out on tuc streets,

Stones and petrol bemps Tlew acound, aimed of course orimarily at the police who,
according to the misguided organicers of street mavhem, were to blame because hhey
yes you've guessed it - harasscd neople by stopping and speaking with them; sometines
1n the middle of the night no lecs! They even went so far as to employ young men and
women to wander around the streets in vniform as consnicuous targets for the slangs
and arrows of outrageous fOPtUhC (llterlllJ in one oase)..eo,.

S11ly, silly police. Perhans they should have reversed their provocative recru-
1ting policies and start=d oolwcc officeds not 2t 18 and a half but at 81 and a half
years old! Oh, and of coursc every entrant should be black, brown, yellow or even
red instead of the more traditional white variety, albeit that at this time of the
year this latter specres of 'bobby' is more often blue!

0f course this couniry 1s ax figment of my imagination, sit back and relax in
gentle apathy, it couldr't really be allowed to occur or could i%?

Just IMAGILEY

Yes, just imagire. Bui vnfortunately there doesn’t seem to be enough people 'out
there! capable of imagiring. I ancluded the above article because I feel very
strongly about the way our police have been misused (as by now you all no doubt
know). It's certainly not a subject I can let just drain away in total apathy. What
with the .amount of young podicemen being slaughtered (there's no other word for

it -- they don't reclly ctend a chanc “) o our streets; it's about time they received
the backing hhet they're due. Dring back the old style of policing - the bobbg in
the street ready to rcpromend an erring child (BEI'ORD he's allowed to turn into a
thug), hhe tsuss' law, ctc. Bring brnok hanging. We're not so cibilised that we can
Just turn our heads and allow the killers 1o llVC and the Yinnocents! to die -- if we
are then I think welve got the vord civilised all wrong.

I mean, nomatter what you fcel about hanging, one can't argue with the statistics.
Before they abolished hanging; most villans just dida't carry guns. And I can remember
when all hell used to break loose in the news when a policcman was killed! Yhat havpens
now -- most rcbbéries one hears about now are armed robberies. Yell it makes sense
doesa't it2 If you carsy a gun ncw therc's less of a chance you getting caught - you
can shoot your way out of trouble., It doesn’t matter who you hit, as long as you get
away . Look what hapnand to the counle who dragged a young bobby down the road while
he was reaching in to switch off their car - they get eight years for manslaughter.
Dight bloody years! Is that all a policemants life is worth?

Something is definitely wrong somewhere...

3 ML AN S

Normal service will now be resuned. It's not often that the contents of Dib get that
serious, but some things really do zet up my nose sometimes - and I warned you that
things like this could croo un from time to timd. Unfortunately for you lot, Jan,

who normally edits this sort of stuff and keeps scome sort of control over me, is out
at this moment digging in the gardea. Hell, it is a glorious day outside. I may even
go out myself in a minute and supervise her - she'll like that. Anyway, come to think
of 1t she hasn't dug the potatocs up yet. This readly will not doe..



