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This is issue 12 of a Diplomacy zine (which i1ncludes a touch of Sopwith) called

Didb Dib Dib, Uhich comes to you from an editor, who frankly, is at a loss for words
(at this present time), called Tom Twecdy. The price for getting this oxcellent picce
of literature to you, costs you but a merc 1p a sheet + postage -~ surprising value
for money these days (even with ny letter columnl). If for some obscure reagon you
have to get in touch with me (LOT a chat or to send moncy) my address is: 29 Stanley
Hill 4venue, Amcrsham, Bucks, HPT 9BD. Tel. 02403 4513

EDITORIAL

Ah, what a month this has been, Riotg, in New Zealand, Dublin, and ma jor cities of
our own country.,. Chaos rules. And/w 57 Thank goodness we had THD WiDDING to focus
the world's atiention instead of war. It was like a breath of fresh air: peonle
enjoying themsclves just for the hell of it. Did anyone HOT sec it? (Jan didn't. She
got siek of hearing, reading and seeing o much stuff about it, she couldn't be
bothered to actually view the ceremony. Of course, I enjoyed every minute,)

But getting back to the riots for a moment. It rattles me to sce so many of our
police abused and injurcd without anyone apparently to stand up for them. Tven their
own superiors scem to be against them -~ the poor old bobby scems fto be perched out
therc on a rotting limb all on their own!

llaybe I've been reading too many Daily illail articles, Perhaps I'm just biased
by their way of thinking, but it docs get me angry scceing hhe respectable, middle-of -
thew-road politicians getting away with blaming the police for the riots by saying
they “over-reacted”; using them as scapegoats because they don't mwant to face up to
heir own inadequacies. To many, just for the police to be there, is an over-reaction'
Touw on carth arc they supposed to do their job? B

What makes it o gickening though, is the fact that if you were to ask the
peoplce who are trying to destroy our police force (for that ig what they are surely
doing) what they would do if they were set unon by thugs; have their house burgled
etcy their reply would be: “Oh well...yes..but the police have to do their duty...”

Yes. As long as they don't 'over-react! by picking up a suspect, etc. But cnough
of this - don't wanit peovle to accuse Dib ol becoming seriouS.so..

It's come to my attention that Hopscotch (a 'games! zine edited by Alan Parr) not
content with just shocking the hobby bj becoming a chat zine, is also considering
the prospect of including Sonwith games in x%¥=® its lists of other games. This is
certainly good news from my point of view because now I can have a game. Anyway,
I've put my name dowmn., Nicheclas Clifton will e GHing them I believe. And if you
want my advice, anyone wishing to play in a game better get their names down quick,
as it's my guess (if my list is anythlng to go by) that the games will f£ill up
quickly.

f

Talking of my Sopwith waiting list,! it occured to me that it might be a little
unfair to make those waiting on the list (Sandy Peters, George ¥orth, Keith Loveys,
Dave Tant, Paul Simpkins, Peter Davies and now = ready for the next game - Richard
Bass) wait any longer. If those on hhe list wanted the game to start straight away,
then I could start it as a Dib supplement (adjudicated on a sepcrate "Idem" sheet).
Lvery now and then when Dib ends on an odd number, or when one of the other games

_finish, I can include the game in the zine. lind you, before I start it as a

*

suppléﬁéﬁ%?"ﬁll’th@*playersvwillnhavehto agree.,

Although T mentioned last issue.that I was taking over the CGS (Central Gamestart
Service) job, I forgot to ask other editors to publish the fact (althoughz some of
the more observant have). Because there's still people out there (which recently
included one zine editor!) who don't know that the CGS exists, I would anpreciate it
if other editors spread the news.

" I've just sent off my last seven names to Pupnet Theatre iews, but there should
be more coming in., Paul Simpkins asked me to keep a fatherly eye on Richard Sharp
(for the benefit of neucomers - an old Gl and original custodian of the CGS), which
I did. I gave Richard a ring just before he went to TuroCon and it turns out he's
got half a dozen or so enguiries -~ which he'll let me haWwe when he returns, The
zines I have on my list requesting gamestarts are:- Ducl Purpose, Last Stand, Bats,
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THE NGC RATING SYSTEI (for iay 1981)

Originally’ Drlnted in Qde and copied by kind permission of John Harsden (edltor of
Qde ) and Uink” Thompson (who compiled the list).

© It seems a.long time since the Diplomacy player ratings list. was last publlwhed -
the last time, I believe, was in Hick Bullock's stats zine New Statsman (which, sadly,
is fio more). It has been said (by John Harsdén if no other) that the Tist has been
allowed to fall by the wayulde because of lack of- interest by other editors. This
hardly seems likely, because most GH! s/edltors are, so it appears to me, quite keen
to'ﬂlve their subscribers a good SCTVlCe. (of course, there are’ exceotlons...,)

Mind you, talking to Wink it did scem as though he isn't getting the help he needs to
make thig sort of job easier. It's essential to get all his 1nformat10n ( game—ends ctc)
from the’ Boardman Number Custodian - namely Pecte Calcraft.

Pete went after, and éccepted, the job from Iick Bullock, but seems to be having
some trouble flndln" the time to do the job (due to exams and suchllke) Fair enough
I suppose, but it does leave things a little up-in~the-air. Perhape when Pete manages
to wind down sota (which he firmly intends to do) he'll have more time to do stats -
which he likes, I hope Wink and Pete eventually get together on %his, as I think both
jobs are very worthwhile,. ' "
The purpose of rating players in Diplomacy games is, quite simply, to provide a | .
sort of playéls fform', It's also nice to see your name at the top of the list. What-
ever, I think it's worthwhile publishing it because it's an ‘'easy check' to see how
0~ood,, or dangerous, tnc players are in your games.

IETHOD: To qualify for inclusionz a nlayer must finish 4 games. New players start with
a nominal 100 rating (whlcb acts as a danﬁer) Game rating {total of 7 individual
ratings) is hareu 30%, 20%, 15%5 109 545, 5% and R5’;J’(D/\IIN this sodding machine - the
nercent key keeps mis ulﬂu) in finishing order. Remaining 10 percent- apportioned by
flnal 3.C. holdings, Hew ratlng cumulative points/games played +1, PO5 = Position;
Ratlng, G = Games,: ' :

R G Pos R G POS . R

PO ' G
“David -Phillips 274 7. 732 Simon Dally 183 15 763 John Effemey 125 4
2 James O'Fec 274 & 33 Allan Ovens 180 22 64 Btewart Uright 144 6
3 Hartin® Feﬂthor 260 16 34 Richard Scott 176 16 6% Dave Tucker 144 9
4 Rob Chavman 238 5 5Chris Rick . 174 5 66 Clive Booth 142 5
5 Andy lolborn - 238 7 36 Peter Hawkins 173 5 67 Ion llcDonald 141 6
6 3teve Pratt - . 225 -8 37 Harry Turner 171 7 68 Andy 1I Dvans 140 6
7 Richard Ualkerdine 221-14° 30 liike Inghanm 171 1 69 Lionel Bidwell 140 4
‘8 Gary Silk 221 6 39 Peter Croft 170 5 70 John liiller 138 8
") Ray DLvans 216 10 40 Jon Palirey 164 3 71 lMike Lean 136 11
10 Ilike Close " 215 5 41 Mike Hicholas 163 9 72 Iain Torsyth 136 7
11 Bob Tucker 214 % 42 John ilarsden 162 4 73 Bob Lloyd 135 8
12 Horman MNathan 212 9 43 llike Lay 161 6 74 Paul 3impkins 135 11
13 Tony Ball 209 10 44 Ron Fisher 160 9 75 Colin larden 132 6
14- Alan Vlatson - 209 10 45 Alan Bustany 160 9 76 Ken Williams 131 17
15 Roland Prevet 206 6 46 Brian iilliams 159 5 77 Dave Tant 131 15
16 David Barnes 205 14 AT Nicky Palmer 159 8 78 Vic Smith ' 1309
17 Tim Sharrock 205 5 48 Graham Buckell 159 5 79 Richard Sharp . 129 27
18 Richard Kucknall 203 14 . A9 Pete Swanson . 157.14 80 Denis Love . 129 4
19 Tim Roberts 201 9 50 Bob Browm 155_12 81 Paul Cook 128 10

20 Neil IcDonald”’ 200 3 51 Pete llearns 154 6 82 Roy Taylor 128 23

21 llick Bullock 200 16 52 Graham Beffery 154 5 83 Bill Orr 127 6

22 Alan Sedgewick 199 7 53 Peter Robertson-153 7 04 lartin Styler 127 6

23 Stuart Dagger 198 5 54 Greg llaves 153 7 35 Bdwin Godfrey 126 7

24 Doug lakeficld 196 & 55 Willy Haughan 152 10 86 Arthur Nunn 126 . 6

25 Roger Collins 195 5 56 Laurance Barrat 152 8 87 Norman Willioms 126 1

26 Chris Tarmer 193 4 57 Bruce Little 151 7 88 Nick Clennett 125 6

27 John Balson 190. 7 50 Tony Ilitchell %1 7 39 Tiric dillis. 124 26

23 Tadel Jarski’ -1489 8 59 David I Johnson 149 6 90 John Herlihy 121 7

29 Paul HecGivern 187 7 60 TFrank Dashwood 148 10 91 Clive taterhouse 119 9
30 Chris Day - 184 4 671 Paul llard 147 19 92 John Piggott 119 34
31 Phil Stimpson 1833 5 62 Kim Bailecy 146 12 . 93 Chris Tringham 119 10
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100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
100
109
110
114
112
113
114,
115
116
117
118
119
1120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
123
129
130
131
132
133
134

] John Horst -

otephen Dowcra
Chris Bishopn
Andy Davidson
Jirt Roberts
Paul Uilley
Andrew Parsons
Jeremy Tullett
1like Groom
Adricn Baird
Peter licDonald
Wink Thompson
Doug Ilills
Peter Charlton
Alan uaphrey
Andy Norman
Petc Dirks
Peter Berlin

Geoff Challinger

Peter Tyrell
Paul Mumphreyo
Anthony Taylor
Tan Oszavay
Stephen Agar
Andy Tringham
Andy Allars
Duncan liorris
Shaun Derricle
Coary lurkin
Jon Lovibond
ilalcolm Brown
lartin lammon
John Rayns
Jim Dotten
John Gough
Richard Hash
David llarch
Ron Xeitz

Bob Howes
Keith Loveys
Tony Bartle

Pheu! that was harder to

games, that his position
it's just a rough muide... I

Any and all enquiries of the rating lisi gshould be sent to: lUink Thompson, 7 Peat Road,
Bridge of WHeir, PA11 3LU, Scotland.
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135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
143
149
150
159
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
167
162
163

© 164

165
166
167
163
169
170
171
172
173
174
175

do vhan

Peter IT Omith
Steve Plater
Paul Murtley
Pete Sydenham
llike Allawoy
Graham Dox
btove Doubleday
Wiclk Bhears
Steve Howe
ocott IMoris

Bob Armitape
John Ualsh

Ray liller

Jeff Garret
lartin Rundlc
Richard I bLykes
Chris Dide
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Richard Jarvinen ‘82

John Lettice
Tain Drylie
Adam Quinton
Pete Cousins
Ldi Birsan
Hans Swift
Duncan Adams
Steve Uide
Barry itcllamis
John tlcadon
Ray Lee ’
Bruce Davidson
Tan licLaren

G, Hardingham
Tan Pringle
Dave 1T Pratt
David Sinclair
Tan llardle
llark Handler
Dave Pollard
Ray larper
Tlowell Davies
Boh Innes
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I thought. lMake of the
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(Tels 0505 613930)

POS
176
177
178

179
130

181
182
183
104
185
186
18

130
189

“190

191
192
193
194,
195
196
197
19
199

200.
201"
202

203
204

20%
206

207

208
209
210
211

212

213
214
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Tan Jones

Craig llyec

iTick Bakegr

Tony borace
Colin Valsh’
Stephen Andrews,
John Roberitcon
Larry Pringle
Andy ‘Jright
Peter Hunn
Bill Dovc

Tony Cox

Chris hite
fddic CGoffin
Tony toodrow
liichel Feron
Terry Hill
Paul Uillis
Ceorge North
Allan Pouigs -
Dave I Allen
Tony Crouch
Rich Sealy
Douz Pringle
Brian Yare
Richard Bartle
Dave Ross
Steven Frow’
Keith Smith
Mike Jetvig:
Gocff Page
Brian Clark ,
Sellick Davies
John Toulger
Don Browm
Henry Olsen
Tans Vermulen
Pecte Lindsey
Colin Grubb
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14
73
73
73
73
13
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70
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70
70
69
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66
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59
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list what you will., I would
have thought that if one player had the same rating as another, but scored it in less
should be higher., This appears not to be the case, Perhaps
shall



EDITORIAL (comt.) . ‘

Perspiring Dreams, Dib Dib Dib, OQuitposts, Bohemian Rhapsody, Fall of Fagles.,

If anyone else wishes to go on the list please let me know.

I've just seen the results of Dio{s own personal cartoon strip, "Angel” - it's turned
out very well. Chris is using a full page for the cartoon to get the story started,

it may stay as a full page spread or he may cut it down to a block of six at a 1ater
date ~ he's not sure yet, lhatever, it looks a good start (althoush he did forget to
print: "Continued next issue.” on the bo‘ttom)° Well done Chris... .

Don't think there's anything else to include in this section (if I've forgotten
anything Itxx I'11 have to remember to put it in 'Dibs and Drabs'), so it's on t0...

Arl/ “’ RESULTS OF THE GLADYS &UABDS

I'11 just give the rcmalts on who came first and second in each category. To do any
more than that would take up two or three whole pages (as it did in Pyrrhic VlOtOTY)
Those who do wish to see the full results should write to, ‘ilike Allaway;’ 60 Poynter
Court, Gallery Gardeno, Northolt, lMiddx. UBYH 5PA. '

1. BEST ZING (max score ;),.a,.o..nqo,ooeoo.o,,,o,,1 t Greatest Hits 3.52
) 2nd MMRL 2,645 )
2. BEST QU (max BCOTE 3)csossocoonsososssasssosnsselSt BOD Brown 1.91
. 2nd Richard Hucknall 1 61
3. BOST LETTERCOLUHN (max score 5),000,.°,°°°,,,,°°1ot Greatest Hits 3,95
2nd WHRY 2.84 SRS
4. BEST TOR HOBBY NLUS (max SCOTe 4).ccscoccccssecss1st Ode 2.38 , .
: 2nd MIR! 1.98 : .
5. HOST INPROVED ZINE (maX SCOTe 5)eescesccosscssaslst Pyrrhic Victory 2 938
2nd Voice in the’ Ullderneso 2..TN
6. BEST WBW ZINE (max score 3),.ooooe.ao.oae.,aoon, st Ripping Yarns 2,12 '
' 2nd PBerspiring Dreams 1.81
T, BEST T'OR DIPLOMACY (max score 4)o,ao.°,°°,,oa,,o st Tinamou 2.503
. 2nd Fall of Dagles 2.283
8, BEST T'OR GAITES--PLAYING (max score 4)0,,000,.,,,°1ut Chimaera 2 .97
o - 2nd Hopscoteh 2,31
9. BEST DIPLOUACY VARIANT (max scorc 4)°,g,,°,°°°°,1 t llercator 2,64 3
1 2nd Rather Silly Diplomacy 2.17
10, BOST LOOKING ZIME (max SCOTE 5)ceccccesccsessssel1st Rinping Yarns 3.293 -
2nd Pyrrhic Victory. 3.226
11. ELDER STATDSIAN OF THE HOBBY (max score 4)......1st Mick Bullock 2,672
- : . 2nd Don Turmnbull 2.005
12, LES PINLEY IMEHORIAL AUARD (max Score 4).eecess..1st Hick Bullock 2,60
2nd Paul Simpkins 2,38

TOTAL NUIBER OF VOTERS: 48

Wot. a great_turnout. Although like's to be congratulated on taking on this onerous
task - and it must be rencmbcroa it is his Tirst g6 o the awards .- I think-he's—madc
a couple of mistakes this year: (a) he treated the Awards far too oerlouuly, and (b)
the results came EEEST the Zine Poll, I've always thought the Cladys were supposed

to be a fun-<tyne sort of Hational Opinion Poll, leading up to the main one.

I'm not too sure uvhether it's a good idea to include the Les Pimley llemorial Award

in with this list (Les was a well- known, rong=standing hobby member, who dmed, of
Cancer I think, at an early ag ve). After ally the Gladys Awards are supposed bo be
light<hearted. On the other haud, where else can.it be included? Anyway, to a counle -
of points about the Awards.,...(Have to cram them in here - no space anywherc eloo')

I was a little surprised to see Bob Brown get the DEST GII and BDST FOR DIPLOMACY awards,
Although I don'h manage to subscribe o Tlaamou, all I've ever been reading whencver
anyone mentions 'efficient Dlolomaoy games!; is how good Richard Hucknall and FOL is,
How someone pips him to the post? lmmm. .



