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Prolegomena Causerie, and all that,,,

Lots of non—Dlplomdhy stuff, to Tlook at thls tlmv. . , .
Saddest receipt of all was the last Albion, number 50. Just how he board wargamners
amongst you .are going to manage without Albion is hard to imagine, 't will be a tremen-
dous loss I've mo doubt., Even to sopeone: like myself, who hasn't been hexed by the ‘
hex games, the reviews of other games and general lnfo will be sadly missed. - Nr. Turnbull
announces in its place, rising from the ashes no less, PHOENIX, a 4-10 side bi-monthly:
news. and comments gquib about the gaming hobby in cneral oh well, we can but hope,
tall oaks from little acorns oto. (H9W~}‘b wWas AlDlOD 19) rostal Dlplomac' will still
e carried kpﬁfhans qulck 9) in Don's other dlnthlng, Courler‘ Phoenix 1 is plénned
to turn up some time in May, the price will be 10p plus poqia,,, orders to Don Turnball
21 Whitwell Way, Coton, Cambridgeshire CB3 7PW. )

Enclosures with the last Albion included '3 brand-new wargames, which, admlttodly
didn't do much for me, but were doubiless eagerly seized upen by the majority of the
fraternity. Of more interest at this end were some of Don's other game reviews and
recommendations, which I decided to follow up.

th

~ 1901's non-Albion readers (about 65 of you) will have received with this issue a

price list etc., for games and books from DAVID G, WATTS. Any Albion readers who were
unlucky enough not to have received the list with Albion 50, lemme know, and I'll send
you one. : : . '

On Don's counsel, I sent for a copy of one of the Railway Rivals series, plus the
Pennine War, plus Sid Sackson's book 'A Gamut .of Games'. . Without doubt the £3 spent was
the best investment I've ever mads in a long and undistinguished game-playing life,
with the exception of the purchase of my Dip. set. If, like me, you've been considering
sending £3 to play in 6 of Will Haven's games, resist the temptation, and send your
money to D.G. Watts instead. You'll not be dlsapp01ntbd : .

Sackson's book is a maaterplecu, Don said about it: '...no serious games enthusiast
can afford to be without a copy.' - and T wholeheartedly concur. It contains 30-40
.games, mainly for 2 players, which is a boon to me personally, but plenty for .3, 4 and
more, hardly any of which (if any at all) you'll have seen before. (Games and Puzzles
have printed a couple in the past, but I don't think they were necessarily represent-
;ative of the standard of the whole)

The contents range through card games, to dice games, penc11 and papbr games, draughts/ .
chess-board games, mske-your-own-board games, domino games - the whole shebang is superb ’
value for money. Geddit.

‘The Railway szalb game came in a large envelope containing several (16 in mine)
sheets overlaid {or maybe <‘ayed, or even -lain) with the standard hexagonal design,
otherwise blank; a sheet of playing instructions and a ssheet of colouring instructions.
You then make up your own board/map by colourlng the hexes as per the colouring instruct-

- ionss: You can spend several hours making 'a good job!' of it, or an hour if you ain't
too fussy..The whole thing (4 (A4?) sheets in my game) is then best finished off by
mountlng it on stiff board and covering with transparent adhesive vinyl so that it can

be, marked bhlnagraphq or felt-tips (the recommended ones preferably)), and wiped «....
(Cont. p. 6)) ((COnt))
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(d) Frlgau originaliy ran to fortn1gh+1y /

Js ~ iia; be OOTumn 6 srah]d read 69%?
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hside from eff1c1ency I've notlccd a talrly strong trﬂnd £ r-sduibé that ﬁavef'A
foWdeJ “to de¢ 30 round-about the dozenth ISSdC. : cooe Lo -

 oRTow 1;  -BOLSHEVIK, STAR 123 TbTBF 11; XL 13’, OUR EVRY (stru allnﬁ) 14,

0J (struggllng) 15, . ETHIL (u6\ gnd GRAPTTT (}8) are. tne chnptlons L“tcrcguingﬁhuh?:’
Thn last Word on +hls efflclenrv Qub1ect 1o a quote o; coursw ) V Tohn Plg&otc -
thll the Frog sxc 25 almost two years ,ago :

'..;.uhnu?n I'm afraid T cannot Abully reoommend JOlnlng thls z1ne ((3&1110us)) unless
+1ts frequency improves. Tn.partncular AOOOAD oV post with' one- MOVE - every five wbeks
mlll probably be a real. drag. - : o
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Who is this Crais Nye'chap amyway? - . .. . Lt . o oo

Freely Tilched from 1ssub,25 of The Mixumaxu Gauette (Bob Llpton, Box 360 Lajayette"

_i Collegp, Faston, Pa._18042 USA) is . the-” follow1np half-page soaceuflller.

. LIME- GiFIN IN ENVY

~Loday I TCCGIVHi a’new zlnp, RDTIEF’(named after K@ltn Laumer s ‘galactic: Dlplomat
and thus- one of. the cleverest zine titles since "The Douole-Handed Pushbroom") : Whls
- thingie came from Britain with a rcquest for trade- prlvcleges.

-“”he flrst thing that- struck me ab sout thls Br1t1sh zihe - (and 1ndeed the other I
~receive, %1901 .and all: that.{,") 1s WLs beauty. ' In the U:S. -the excuse 1s of sred that
a dipzine can not be-‘as neat as an sf ‘zine. beoause ‘the dlpzlnr ‘must meet a. deadline.
Well the British give- "the lie -to that, "Retief" and "1901;.." lOﬁk as if they've hcen
profess1onally mlmuocd They do.a. better job than John Boyer's onll ‘Bérhans this is
‘a matter of money sbent (if' I had heen willing or ablé to buy a’ 5250 m¢mpd machineg I

“cou]d get perfect 1 LQU]15), but T think not. -The British are not (or don't: seen tO‘-f"
be, anywaj) 1mpresscd by - quantnty as we are in North Amerlca but strive for ‘quality” -.

rather than a’ 1drnb clroulatlon. -Ittsa very humbang thought to: réalize that I couldn't
{turn out . a'zlne S0 error Fofrec and beautiful 35 Tthis third” isstue of "prlef" ‘yet on+the N
“lastipage - there is-an aoolﬁgy for thé siloppiness of this- issue, . R . )
Fellow North American Dubllsners, we have lost .our predomlnance in the f;e]d . If:the
Brltlsh tock the Calhamer ‘Awards this year by b]onwvotlng,“zt may- have. becn unfalr‘
but’ thc Brltloh ubs‘rvcd tc w;n.‘ We are now number 2 Let ‘us, oatoh up.. -

[Fnterestlng, wot° mhough T'm not sure what eylerlepoe of thb ﬁrltlsh scehe 30b’

© comments are based oh \never end “sentence witha’ prep051t10n) TP it's Just 1901,;g

and Retief 3 (ﬂlnb had egg-stains on it...) then-it's a wee. bit dangerous. So I'1X .
throw my two- ﬁennorth in (ncver end a .....); ‘I reckon Ifve seen about 40 dﬂffefcnt

~ American dlptyohs ‘so I think-I'm fairly. qua1¢f1ed to commvnt.g

_'As far as ‘printing quality goes Impassaole and -Bushwacker are ag good ag - ’owt we ve

- got’ over hﬂ“e, -mich-better thah:mine, The 'somewhere-on-a-par' -group: 1ncluacs Douch,
Pocket Armﬁnlun, The Tlmes._ Most of the spirit-duped are -worse-than these.,

7 Qver here thre are qulte a few mags be tcr prlntpd/duped than 1901.., though probably

- sllghtly mor' which- gre Worse.

Snlppets “my: duplicator- 1s ! hand—operated portablc costln currcnt ly. (saw one Qf“'

-~ only last chk) £35.62 (g 90).  Early Re 1@fs were - offiset: prlntpd as’friom 15%ue 7,

; recenxly arr*wbd they re to be mlmeoed o A

»

2.

How I brldged the Stralts of- Glbrultar and changpd the face of. anlomacy (almost}

I made a comment last 1ssue about the move Spa—NAf thch Dromptcd uhls note from ,
-Rod Whebler, who may have thought I.was refevrlng to h1m, and a- requcof for clarli- .
1catlon from ano*hor reaﬂcr.. : . : . . : C

“Rod says: 'I ruled. at-the beglnnlng of Auctlon 1 ((hls varlant)) that ‘an Army in North

i Africa coulﬂ move into Spain (doubtless using - ﬂaptured fishing vessels etc) ds an Army

W

‘can from Denmaérk to Sweden,: because the map plalnly shnws North Africa as belng contiguous
to Spain - the border lines: adjoin. There -isno: water gap, as there is between Denmark
and Sweden on the board We may have some private knowledge that thére is water between
Spaln and Africa -but: that is. cxtra-audlclal knowledge. The Diplomacy map docs not know
it. HOWCVbr,VI ‘think in. fu+ure games I w1ll follow the general rullng The Rule Book 1s
31lent on the SubJect v ; v .

Zfény years ago, two %o be precls 55 dn issue I oft». thls epic S(rles, I made a rullng,
~based on a player vote (one for, one agalnst flve abstentions') that direct travel.

. S ] =.. ((Cont))




